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“Salt & Light: Anchored in Hope”

Hebrews 11 October 9, 2024

Facing FOMO with Faith

e  Faith can take different approaches...
o Simple Obedience (Abel)
Heb 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts.
And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.

FOMO: First Fruits

o Unseen Belief (Noah)
Heb 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in
reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned
the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

FOMO: Fitting In

o Unsure Future (Abraham)
Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.

FOMO: Cush Life

o Broader Scope (Isaac)
Heb 11:17-19 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said,
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was able even
to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.

FOMO: His Bloodline

Assurance in the Future...But Who's Future?

e  Faith is assurance of a future, not always a present...
o All died...before receiving the promise
Heb 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised...

“I could not help but think that somewhere along the way we had missed what is radical about our faith and
replaced it with what is comfortable. We were settling for a Christianity that revolves around catering to ourselves
when the central message of Christianity is actually about abandoning ourselves...Your life is free to be radical
when you see death as reward. This is the essence of what Jesus taught in Matthew 10, and | believe it is the key to
taking back your faith from the American dream.” David Platt, “Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American
Dream”
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o Requires you to see yourself as ‘strangers’ and ‘exiles’
Heb 11:13 ...but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.

o Forces us to make real life decisions
Heb 11:24-27 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to
enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater
wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left
Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is
invisible.

“In this system of thinking, faith is a matter of taste, not of truth. The cardinal sin, therefore, is to claim that one
person’s belief is true and another person’s belief is false. The honorable route is to rest quietly in what you
believe and resist the urge to share your beliefs with someone else.” David Platt, “Radical: Taking Back Your Faith
from the American Dream”

o Reality of partnering with God
Heb 11:32-40 And what more shall | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back
their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they
might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two,[a] they were
killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted,
mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, though commended
through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.

“The message of biblical Christianity is not “God loves me, period,” as if we were the object of our own faith. The
message of biblical Christianity is “God loves me so that | might make him—his ways, his salvation, his glory, and
his greatness—known among all nations.” Now God is the object of our faith, and Christianity centers around him.
We are not the end of the gospel; God is.” David Platt, “Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream”
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Assurance in the Present...Faith IS Enough

“I cannot live up to my parents’ standards — and that makes me feel terrible. | cannot live up to your standards —
and that makes me feel terrible. | cannot live up to society’s standards — and that makes me feel terrible. | cannot
live up to other societies’ standards — that makes me feel terrible. Perhaps the solution is to set my own
standards? But | cannot keep them either —and that makes me feel terrible, unless | set incredibly low standards.
Are low standards a solution? Not at all. That makes me feel terrible because | realize | am the type of person who
has low standards. Trying to boost our self-esteem by trying to live up to our own standards or someone else’s is a
trap. It is not an answer....Do you realize that it is only in the gospel of Jesus Christ that you get the verdict before
the performance? The atheist might say that they get their self-image from being a good person. They are a good
person and they hope that eventually they will get a verdict that confirms that they are a good person.
Performance leads to the verdict. For the Buddhist too, performance leads to the verdict. If you are a Muslim,
performance leads to the verdict. All this means that every day, you are in the courtroom, every day you are on
trial. That is the problem. But Paul is saying that in Christianity, the verdict leads to performance. It is not the
performance that leads to the verdict. In Christianity, the moment we believe, God says ‘This is my beloved son in
whom | am well pleased.” Timothy Keller, “The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness”




