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“The Race of Holiness” 

Revelation 5                                                                                                                               February 12, 2025 

 

INTRO: Post-Olympic Blues 

 

“It’s like I’ve got no strength left at all. Right now I can’t even summon the energy to drink a 

glass of water, it’s like I’ve been hollowed out from the inside. We spend so much time and 

energy preparing for glory, but now that I’m living with it I just feel weak and helpless.”  

 

What do we live our lives for? What event or feeling do you chase after thinking it will fulfill 

the hole in your heart? 

 

Rev 5:1-13  

 

Holiness; the First and Only Step 
 

Holiness: running “the race” with endurance  

Hebrews 12:1-2;14;18-25 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run 

with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God… 14 Make every effort to live in peace 

with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. (NIV)… 18 For you 

have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a 

tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that 

no further messages be spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order that was 

given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was 

the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to 

the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 

gathering, 23 and to the assembly[a] of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, 

the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the 

mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 

blood of Abel. 25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape 

when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him 

who warns from heaven. 
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What Race Am I Running? 
 

- College Race (Grades, Extra Curriculars, Career Paths…) 

- Friendship Race (Likeability, Fitting In, Standing Out…) 

- Sports Race (Eliminating “Distractions”, New Community…) 

- Pharisee Race (Theology, Extra Biblical, Finger Pointing…) 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the 

prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to 

receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one 

beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I 

myself should be disqualified. 

 

When you see the lamb on the throne, do you think he’s going to stop everyone worshipping 

Him and ask you what College you made it into, how much money you made, if you were the 

popular one in your friend group, how many home runs you hit, or how much scripture you 

had memorized? 

 

2 Timothy 4:3-8 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 

itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn 

away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, 

endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured 

out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me 

but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

 

Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 

presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 

small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is 

the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they 

had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who 

were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then 

Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if 

anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. Rev 3:5 

The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the 

book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 
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