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History of Authority 
 
Genesis 1 – “And God said..” v. 3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26 
 

v. 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  
 ‘radah’ – to exercise authority over 
 
…but what about people?... 

 
Oldest Recorded Authority Structures: 
  
 Egypt ~ 3100 B.C. 

Mesopotamia ~ 2700 B.C. 
 Wealth and Power created a structure and opportunity to man-made authority. 

 
Kings & Emperors dominated the vast majority of human history in regards to human 
authority figures. 
 

Religious Authority enters the scene with Moses, followed by Joshua, the Judges, then King Saul. 
(Exodus, Josh. 1, Judges, 1 Sam. 10) (It picks up again after the 2 Kingdoms are overthrown) 
 
Revolutions & Democracy made slight appearances in the 5th Century B.C. (Greece) before 
becoming mainstream following the Thirty-Year War, The French Revolution, and The 
Enlightenment strongly influenced by the writings of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke. 

 
Education and the distribution of information played maybe the most crucial role in this 
vastly different approach to human authority.  
 

The ancient Greeks were the first to create a democracy. The word “democracy” comes from two Greek words that 

mean people (demos) and rule (kratos). Democracy is the idea that the citizens of a country should take an active 

role in the government of their country and manage it directly or through elected representatives. In addition, it 

supports the idea that the people can replace their government through peaceful transfers of power rather than 

violent uprising or revolution. Thus, a key part of democracy is that the people have a voice. National Geographics 

“Democracy (Ancient Greece)” 
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The 17th century was among the most chaotic and destructive the continent of Europe had ever witnessed in the 

modern era. From 1618-1648, much of Central Europe was caught in the throes of the Thirty Years War, the violent 

breakup of the Holy Roman Empire. The conflict marked by religious violence between Catholics and Protestants, 

shameless dynastic maneuvering, famine, disease, and other unimaginable atrocities, still ranks among one of the 

largest disasters to affect Europe to this day. England and Scotland also became engulfed in a civil conflict in this 

period between royalist supporters of the Stuart Dynasty and supporters of Parliamentary rights that had religious 

dimensions as well. Though the war only lasted approximately ten years, the instability it caused in the form of 

continuing guerilla warfare, famine, revolution, and intermittent rebellion lasted for the next few decades. These 

decades of suffering and instability produced by these wars raised many questions about human nature, civil 

society, and most importantly, how to structure government to effectively prevent further breakdowns in public 

order. This had the side effect of producing two of the brightest political minds in the English philosophical 

tradition: Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) and John Locke (1632-1704). Hobbes and Locke each stood on 

fundamentally opposing corners in their debate on what made the most effective form of government for society. 

Hobbes was a proponent of Absolutism, a system which placed control of the state in the hands of a single 

individual, a monarch free from all forms of limitations or accountability. Locke, on the other hand, favored a more 

open approach to state-building. Locke believed that a government’s legitimacy came from the consent of the 

people they governed. Though their conclusions on what made an effective government wildly differed, their 

arguments had an enormous impact on the later philosophers of the Enlightenment era, including the Founding 

Fathers of the American Revolution. The American Battlefield Trust “Hobbes, Locke, and the Social Contract” 

 

Current Cultural Approaches to Authority 
 

• Anit-Authority (Western) 

Greek vs. American Democracy (Direct vs. Representative) 

(i.e. Government Shutdown…8 Democrats) 

 

• Mass Democracy Push Worldwide 

In the last 20 years:  

Afghanistan, Iraq, Egypt, Morocco, Jordan, Lebanon, Yemen, Tunisia, Kenya, Ukraine, South 

Korea, the Philippines, Indonesia, Taiwan, Poland, Hungary, Columbia, Honduras, Venezuela   

Under the umbrella of “fixing broken regimes” and establishing a “more perfect Union” 

 

• Individualism  

Democracy is failing because of this…there’s a growing divide of class and power mixed in with an 

open forum for opinions and disagreements. Add in a small following with cancel culture… 

It doesn’t matter about policies anymore when you can just take matters into your own hands. 

 

• Socialism  

Who’s responsibility is what? A current challenge to authority and the role of government. 

 

Discontentment leads to people “trying something new”…but for what best suits their personal interests. 

This is how “The Fall” began and continues to shape the fallenness of mankind.  
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Gen. 3:4-6 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 

the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 

who was with her, and he ate. 

 

1 Sam. 8:1-7,10-22 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn son 

was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways 

but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and perverted justice. 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together 

and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now 

appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a 

king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in 

all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them…10 So 

Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking for a king from him. 11 He said, “These will be 

the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his 

horsemen and to run before his chariots. 12 And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and 

commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war 

and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will 

take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He will take the tenth 

of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 16 He will take your male servants 

and female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take 

the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom 

you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 19 But the people refused to obey the 

voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, 

and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the 

words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the Lord. 22 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey their voice 

and make them a king.” 

 

Biblical Concept of Authority 
 

• God as Ultimate Authority 

Gen. 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Ps. 24:1-2 The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, 2 for 

he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 

Dan. 4:34-35 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason 

returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 35 all 

the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the 

host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, 

“What have you done?” 

 

o Jesus’ Authority 

Matt. 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 
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Col. 1:15-20 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And 

he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, 

the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 

his cross. 

1 Cor. 15:27-28 For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all 

things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection 

under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected 

to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

 

o Biblical Authority 

Is. 40:7-8 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely 

the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand 

forever. 

Ps. 119:137-138,142 Righteous are you, O Lord, and right are your rules. 138 You have 

appointed your testimonies in righteousness and in all faithfulness…142 Your righteousness is 

righteous forever, and your law is true. 

2 Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work. 

 

o Church’s Authority 

Heb. 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, 

as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for 

that would be of no advantage to you. 

1 Tim. 3:14-15 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I 

delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of 

the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 

Matt. 18:15-17 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 

him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take 

one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of 

two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses 

to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 

 

o Family Authority  

 

Eph 6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and 

mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and 

that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 

them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
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1 Pet. 3:1-7 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not 

obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they 

see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of 

hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be 

the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which 

in God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to 

adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling 

him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 

7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the 

woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you[a] of the grace of life, so that your 

prayers may not be hindered. 

 

o Government Authority 

Rom. 13:1-2 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever 

resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 

judgment. 

1 Pet. 2:13-17 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 

emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to 

praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to 

silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom 

as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. 

Fear God. Honor the emperor. 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not 

only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, 

mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when 

you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you 

endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, 

because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his 

steps. 

 

• Cultural Impact on the Biblical Worldview of Authority 

 

o Christian Nationalism  

 

o Gender Roles in the Church 

 

o Submission to Government 

 

o Submission to the Church 

 

o Consumerism 

 

o Individualism 


