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“Worldview: Understanding Others”

The Worldview Course — Episode 3 November 16, 2025

e In Episode 1, we asked: What’s a worldview? We looked at how culture shapes us through ideas built on
sand or rock.

e In Episode 2, we asked: Who am I? We examined how our culture says “define yourself,” but Scripture
says: you are defined by your Creator.

e Inthis Episode, we will shift from “you” to “others”. If God defines who | am, then He also shapes how |
treat and relate to every other person | meet.

Why Understanding Others Matters?

Biblical Definition: “others” refers to fellow human beings—neighbors, strangers, foreigners, and even enemies—
whom believers are called to love, serve, and honor as part of God’s command to live in community. Christianity is
not a solo journey, its designed around mutual care, accountability, and encouragement.

- The phrase “one another” appears times in the New Testament, with roughly of those being
direct commands about how believers should treat each other. God clearly designed us to live in
community, not isolation.

Relating to “Other” Believers...
Rom 12:9-10] et love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 191 ove one another with

brotherlg affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.

Col 3:1% bearing with one another and, if one has a comPlain’c against another, Forg,iving cach other; as the | ord

has Forgivcn you, so you also must Forgivc.
Gal 6:2 Pear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
f Thcs 5:11 | herefore encourage one another and build one another up,_just as you are c{oing.

ch 10:24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,

Jam 5:16 Thercmcore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The

prayer of a rightcous person has great power as itis working.
Fhil 2:1+4 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any Par‘ticipation in the SPirit,
any affection and sngathy, z comP]cte myjog bg being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full

accord and of one mind.? Do notlﬁing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humih’tg count others more
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signhticant than 9ourselves. *| eteach of you look not onlg to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others.
Matt 20:28 But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among

28

you must be your s]ave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as

a ransom for many.”

Relating to “Other” Non-Believers...
Witness through conduct:
Col 4:5-6 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 4 | etyours eech always be
= Y p Y

gracious, scasoned with sa|t, so that you may know how you ougl’lt to answer each person.

Matt 5:16 ]n the same way, let your |ie;l‘1t shine before o’chers, so that t!‘wey may see 9ourgoocl works and

give glorﬂ to your Father who is in heaven.
Gentleness & Respect:

i Fct 3:15 but in your hearts honor Cl‘nrist the Lorc{ as l‘no|3j alwags bcing PreParec{ to make a defense to
anyone who asks you for areason for the hoPe thatis in you; yet do it with gent|eness and respect,

Peaceable Living:
Rom 12:18 |f Possiblc, so faras it clePcnc{s on you, live Peaccablg with all.

i T}‘ICS 5:15 See that no one repays anyone evil for cviL but alwags seek to do goocl to one another and to
everyone.

Some Boundaries in partnership:

2 Cor 6:14 Do not be uncquang 9ol<cc{ with unbelievers. [Tor what Partnership has rigl’xteousness with
lawlessness? Or what Fe”owship has Iight with darkness? "7 \What accord has (Christ with Belial? Or

what Por’cion does a believer share with an unbeliever? '6What agreement has the ’cemp|e of God with
idols? For we are the temple of the Iiving God...

LGBTQ+ DEIRXC  TRANS sociavisr
CONSERVATIVEFEMINISM LIBER AL RACE
ABORTION SAME-SEX MARRIAGE DEMOCRATIC

HUMANNATURE P{JR POSE. CLIMATE CHANGE

W O K F, PROGRESSIVE|CANCEL CULTURE
cAPITALISM PRIVILEGE PRONQOUNS JUSTICE

SELF=-IDENTITY MARXIST NATIONALISM FREEDOM

[Shifting Sand] — The World’s View of Others

Primary vs. Secondary... The World/Culture has real issues but are the cultural solutions really just
shifting sand? Let’s dig deeper into those issues affecting “Others”...
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s* Race

=  The cultural conversation around race seeks to explain human difference and inequality through social and
historical power dynamics rather than through the shared image of God.
=  Modern frameworks often treat identity as a social construct, guilt or innocence as collective, and
reconciliation as humanly achievable through activism or awareness.

Cultural Slogan

What It Means (Short
Description)

Why Is This Sand?

Biblical Counter-Truth (Rock)

“Silence is violence.”

Not speaking about racism
equals complicity in it.

Redefines righteousness as public
speech rather than heart
transformation.

True justice begins with the heart, not
performance - Micah 6:8; Matt. 23:27-
28

“Do the work.”

Constant self-examination and
repentance for bias earns moral
standing.

Replaces grace with endless self-
atonement.

Christ’s finished work brings true
reconciliation - Eph. 2:14-16

“Check your privilege.”

Confess and carry guilt for social
advantage.

Makes guilt a permanent identity
instead of a condition forgiven by
Christ.

The gospel removes boasting and
shame - Gal. 3:28; Rom. 8:1

“Representation matters.”

Visible diversity equals justice.

Measures dignity by optics, not
Imago Dei.

Every person reflects God’s image -
Gen. 1:27; Acts 17:26

“Stay in your lane.

4

Only those within a group can
speak on certain issues.

Exalts tribe over truth and silences
gospel unity.

In Christ, dividing walls are broken
down - Eph. 2:14; Col. 3:11

= Biblically, race finds its meaning in creation (one blood, many nations) and its healing in redemption — where
Christ breaks down dividing walls and unites us as one new humanity.

Acts 17:26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having

determined allotted Perioc{s and the boundaries of their clwe”ing P]acc

“If our identity is primarily in our race or ethnicity, we will always feel superior or inferior to others. But when our
identity is rooted in Christ, we see all people as equal image-bearers of God, and racial pride or resentment has
no foundation.” - Timothy Keller, “Generous Justice”, pg. 91

“Christians must reckon with our propensity to let political, popular, and even pastoral power blind us. We,
alongside other Christians and our churches, must constantly check our views against what the Bible teaches. The
truth is that without being anchored in the whole counsel of God, we drift with the cultural tide that sometimes
dehumanizes and destroys people made in God’s image.” - Sean McGever “How Ideology Made American Slavery
Seem Mora

|n
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¢+ Cancel Culture

= Cancel culture is the societal practice of enforcing moral conformity through public outrage, shaming, and

exclusion.

= [treplaces repentance with reputation management and grace with social exile - using exposure, not
restoration, to deal with sin.

Jury Duty/Justice System/Voir Dire

Cultural Slogan

What It Means (Short
Description)

Why Is This Sand?

Biblical Counter-Truth (Rock)

“Cancel them.”

Publicly shame or erase those
who offend.

Seeks justice without mercy;
denies redemption.

Grace and truth meet at the cross -
John 1:14; Eph. 4:32

“Believe all victims.”

Emotion or testimony equals
unquestioned truth.

Elevates feeling over discernment;
bypasses justice’s need for truth.

The Lord loves righteousness and
justice - Psalm 33:5; Prov. 18:17

“Be on the right side of
history.”

Align with cultural morality or
face judgment.

Replaces God’s eternal standard
with cultural approval.

God alone defines righteousness and
history’s end Isa. - 46:9-10; Rev. 20:12

“Allyship is action.”

Visible activism proves moral
goodness.

Performs virtue for approval, not
out of love for neighbor.

Faith works through love, not publicity
- Gal. 5:6; Matt. 6:1-4

=  Biblically, the gospel calls for conviction with compassion, truth with mercy, and correction aimed at

restoration.

Jol’ln 8:2~11 E_arlg in the morning he came again to the templc‘ All the Peop|e came to him, and he sat down and

taught them.? The scribes and the Fharisees brought awoman who had been caught in ac{u|ter9, and placing her

in the miclst*theﬂ said to him, “ | eacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultcrg‘ 5 Now in the | aw,

Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6T his they said to test him, that tlﬁeg might

have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his Finger on the grounc{. 7 And as t}’xeg

continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “|_et him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a

stone at her.” 8/\nd once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 7 But when theg heard it, theg went away

one bg one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before

him. ' Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are thcy? [1as no one condemned you? ! She said,

“No one, Lorcl"’ Ancl Jesus saic!, “Neitl’uer do ] condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”

EPI’I 4:32 Pe kind to one another, tenderhearted, Forgivfng one another, as (God in Christ )Corgave you.

Gal 6:1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are sPirituaI should restore himin a sPirit of

gentleness. Keep watch on 3ourselxc, lest you too be temptec{‘
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“Cancel culture is a counterfeit of real justice and real forgiveness. It mimics moral seriousness but denies the
grace that makes justice redemptive.” - Timothy Keller, “Forgive: Why Should | and How Can I?”, pg. 215

“Cancel culture promotes condemnation without forgiveness, justice without grace, and punishment without
redemption. Christianity, on the other hand, offers truth with mercy and correction that leads to restoration.”
- Eric Lyons, “A Biblical Response to Cancel Culture,” Apologetics Press, 2021

)/
A X4

Social Justice

=  The modern vision of social justice seeks to achieve equality and fairness through systemic reform and
redistribution of power, often defining morality in horizontal (human) terms rather than vertical (divine)

accountability.

= |t reflects a longing for righteousness and restoration but often looks to policy and activism for salvation.

Cultural Slogan

What It Means (Short
Description)

Why Is This Sand?

Biblical Counter-Truth (Rock)

“No justice, no peace.”

True peace can’t exist until
society fixes every injustice.

Assumes peace comes from human
systems, not divine reconciliation.

Christ Himself is our peace - John
14:27; Col. 1:20

“Equality means equity.”

Fairness requires equal
outcomes, not just opportunity.

Replaces justice with forced
sameness and envy.

God values impartiality and faithful
stewardship - Lev. 19:15; Matt. 25:14-
30

“Tax the rich.”

The wealthy are morally
obligated to fund justice.

Turns generosity into coercion;
breeds resentment, not
compassion.

True generosity flows from grace, not
compulsion - 2 Cor. 9:7; Luke 12:15

“People over profit.”

Human worth outweighs
business success or ambition.

Elevates emotion over
stewardship; demonizes work and
provision.

Work and compassion can coexist -
Eph. 4:28; Col. 3:23

“Be a voice for the
voiceless.”

Use your platform to defend
those who suffer or are
oppressed.

Noble intent but often detached
from gospel motivation or truth.

Speak truth and show mercy in God’s
name - Prov. 31:8-9; Mic. 6:8

=  Biblically, justice originates in God’s character and is inseparable from righteousness, mercy, and humility
before Him. True justice flows from hearts transformed by the gospel rather than from human systems alone.

Mic 6:8 e has told you, O man, what is gooc{; and what does the | ord require oFgou but to &ojustfce, and to

love kindness, and to walk Eumblg with your God?

lsa [:17 learn to do goocl; seekjustice, correct oPPression; bringjustice to the fatherless, Pleac‘ the widow's

cause.
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Lulcc 4:18~19 “The Spirit of the | ordis upon me, because he has anointed me to Proclaim gooc{ news to the
poor. [He has sent me to Proclaim !iber‘tg to the caPtives and recovering of sight to the blind) to set at Iiber‘tg

those who are OPPresscd,'yto Proclaim the year of the Lorc{‘s favor.”

“The Bible’s call to justice is not ‘We must save the world.” It's “We must obey the Savior.” True justice flows from
worship, not from self-righteous outrage.” — Thaddeus J. Williams, “Confronting Injustice Without
Compromising Truth”, pg. 36

“Biblical justice is not first about redistribution but about restoration — bringing everything in line with God’s
righteous order. It combines fairness, generosity, and advocacy because it flows from the heart of a gracious
God.” - Timothy Keller, “Generous Justice”, p. 21

[Solid Rock] — God’s Big Stor

A CREATION - Dignity of “Others”
- Human Value is ‘received’ not ‘achieved’ by Tribe,
Race, Politics, or Success.
- Imago Dei is a Latin term meaning "image of God"

CREATION

Gen 1:26-27 Then (God said, 4] et us make man in our
image, after our likeness. And let them have . vf% //\‘\‘\
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds REDEMPTION & “\\\\\\\@ S RESTORATION
of the heavens and over the livestock and over all
the carth and over every creeping thing that creeps
on the earth.” % So (God created man in his own
image, in the image of (God he created him; male and

female he created them.

Y FALL - Division of “Others”
- Humanity shifted from stewarding others to using others.
- Politics, race, class — all corrupted by self-interest and pride.

Rom 1:21-25 [For although they knew (God, they did not honor him as (God or give thanks to him, but
thcy became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 C!aiming to be wise, thcy
became fools, 2% and exclﬂanged the glor3 of the immortal (God for images resembling mortal man and birds
and animals and creeping things. T herefore (God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity,
to the c{islﬂonoring of their bodies among themselves, 2 because tl’l€9 exchangec‘ the truth about (God

foralie and worslﬁipecl and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

EPI'I 2:1-3 Ancl you were dead in the trespasses and sins Zin which you once walked, Fo”owing the course of
this wor[c{, ?ollowing the Princc of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
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disobedience—3 among whom we all once lived in the Passions of ourﬁesh, carrying out the desires of the

flesh and the mind, and were }33 nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

< Redemption - Reconciliation of “Others”
- The gospel doesn’t just reconcile you to God, it reconciles you to people.
- The cross tears down walls of hostility.

E‘Ph 2:14-16 [Tor he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hostflitg 15 bg abo|fs}1fng the law of commandments exPressed in ordinances, that he migl’)t
create in himself one new man in Place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to (God

in one boc{fj tl’lrough the cross, therebg killing the hostility.

» Restoration — Destiny of “Others
- The future family of God is multi-ethnic, unified, and redeemed.
- The church now serves as a preview of heaven — diverse, unified, holy.

Kcv 7:9~10 Alctcr this ] lookccly and bc]‘wolc{, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from
all tribes and Peoples and !anguages, standing before the throne and before the | amb, clothed in white
robes, with Palm branches in their hands, ®and crying out with a loud voice, “5a|vation belongs to our

(God who sits on the throne, and to the | amb”



