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“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and

distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread
in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” -- Acts 2:42-47

Welcome to an inductive Bible study experience. Over the next several weeks, we will be getting together
to discuss this book of the Bible. Each week, you will need to spend time prayerfully reading, meditating
on, and marking the passage under consideration. It’s essential to your understanding of the scritpure and
to the value of the group that you be actively engaging with the scripture and are prepared to share your
insights and questions each week.

For this study, we will primarily use only the actual scripture. Except for the brief introdcutory section
below, avoid using other resources such as commentaries, study Bibles, etc. This is your opportunity, as
the Holy Spirit guides you, to gain a clear and personal understanding of God’s word.

BEFORE YOU START YOUR STUDY

For these four questions, you may use other sources. Jot down your answers and be prepared to share
them at the first gathering.

1. Who wrote this book and to whom was it written?

2. Why was this book written?

3. What can we discover as we read this book?

4. Where did all of the activity in the book take place?

EVERY TIME YOU DO YOUR STUDY

. Thank God that He got you together.
. Study the book together and share insights from the study.
. Ask what part of Say, Do, Think, Believe the Spirit of God is telling you to do.

. Pray for each other to be strenghtened by God to do what He convicted you to do.
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. Pray, thanking God for what He’s done and wil do.
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Inductive Bible Study

God's eternal, inerrant Word is your guidebook for all of life, and inductive study gives you the key to under-

standing that guide. Inductive study, a method that brings you directly to the Word of God apart from another’s
understanding or interpretation of the text, involves three skills: observation, interpretation, and application.

Begin with Prayer
Prayer is often the missing element in Bible study. You are about to learn the most effective method of Bible study there is. Yet
apart from the work of the Holy Spirit, that’s all it will be—a method.

Ask the “5 W’ and an H”
As you study any passage of Scripture, train yourself to constantly ask: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? These questions are the
building blocks of precise observation, which is essential for accurate interpretation.

Mark key words and phrases (see figure at leff)
. . A key word is one that is essential to the text.
The Inductive Marking Approach Key words and phrases are repeated in order o

convey the author’s point or purpose for writing.

IN THE EPISTLES, MARK EVERY REFERENCE TO THE 3 . . . o TR

AUTHOR IN ONE COLOR, AND EVERY REFERENCE TO For cx:un}l)lc, notice lh:l.l mm.c form of l—hL word
THE RECIPIENTS IN ANOTHER suﬁrmg is used three times in 1 Peter 5. Key

words can be marked using symbols, colors, or a
combination of the two.

Malke lists
Making lists can be one of the most enlightening
things you do as you study. Lists reveal truths and

T
5 #Therefore, [exhort the elders among}jj aswwf’fel

d “Dd 0orta 'l. Y A d

2 shep erd athe ﬂock of .ﬂ u‘?l ng o ,exemsmg highlight important concepts. 1 Peter 5:2,3, for
oversight”not under compulsmn b 2“0|Um81‘1|?3'3“%'"2 example, contains a simple list regarding the role
g; ‘r‘?ﬁe;’:ﬂ of @o% andhot for sordid gain, bu(kith of the elder, shown by numbering the items in the

Sgor yet as“lording it over /those allotted to @ charge, text, It is also helpful to make a list of what you learn

. buZproving to ock, ooty about each key word or person you mark.

4 And when the Chief aShepherthgppears, jou will receive = = .
the ¢unfading 7“crown of glory. I. exhorts the Watch for contrasts and comparisons

5 #You younger men, likewise, “be subject tojp@arielders; elders, vl Contrasts and comparisons use highly descriptive

MARK and GIIGEYOW, glothe [JBUTSEIVES with humility toward i€l 2.4 fellow elde, v language to make it easier to remember what you've
CONTRAS another, for 40K, Is OPPOSED TO THE PROUD| BUT GIVES GRACE _ | | ) - the devil
TS TO T WOV 3, vitvess of earned. For example, Peter compares the devil to

Christ’s

shumble [JOurSeIves under the mighty hand ST a roaring lion in verse 8. Peter also contrasts God’s
ot thayHAmay exaltijou at Ege proper time, . ngg; attitude toward the proud and the humble.
? casnn all Janxiety on, , becausezgcares for "
o g yout v : “33"3 tobe Note expressions of time
MARK 8 f sober spir, “be on the alert. Nour adv}ggary, e The relationship of events in time often sheds light
Emw S around-lIke a roaring dliony Seeking 5-‘ o ;;uf'lw on the true meaning of the text. Marking them will
some ne to devo i ) - )
0 /Byt resist ofirmm i faith, knowing that ‘the brother, v.I2 help you see the ISCqL_lGI]OL‘ or tlmfmg f::fcvlents and
same experiencés of s geare_being accomplished by | | has writtento lead to accurate interpretation of Scripture.
your “brethren who a the world them briefly, v. 12 . A
19 After ol have s “fog a little while, the 2N of L cals Mark ks Geogr:_qfhic Locations ) )
all grace, Mg “calléd you lo}iﬁ‘-‘blemal glory in_Chris oo v Often it’s helpful to mark geographical locations,
w1|1 I&If eperfect, Jconfirm, strengthen and establish which tell you where an event takes place.
1 1 4Ty 0& e dominion forever and ever. Amen Mark terms of conclusion
l?‘ Through Silvanus, our faithful bmrhe{ ‘(for so I regard Words such as “therefore,” “thus,” and “for this
Aimy, #1 have written tofjfgil brigfly, exhorting and testifying ason” indic: hat a conclusi ) o
that this is the true grace of &tand firm in it! reason” in |mf[c that a conclusion or summary is
13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with [joug being made. You may want to underline them in
sends ol greetingdy and so does my son, “Mark. the text.
14 “Greet one another with a kiss of love.
“Peace be to[jfli all who are in Christs, Identify chapter themes

The theme of a chapter will center on the main
person, event, teaching, or subject of that section of
Scripture. Themes are often revealed by reviewing
the key words and lists you developed. Try to express
the theme as briefly as possible, using words found
in the rext.



While observation leads to an accurate underStanding of what the Word of God says, interpretation goes a step further and
helps you understand what it means. As you seek to interpret the Bible accurately, the ﬁ)llnwing guidelines will be helpﬁﬂ:

Remember that context rules.

If you lay the solid foundation of observation, you will be prepared to consider each verse in the light of the
surrounding verses, the book in which it is found, and the entire Word of God. As you study, ask yourself: Is my
interpretation of this passage of Scripture consistent with the theme, purpose, and structure of the book in which

it is found? Is it consistent with other Scripture about the same subject? Am [ considering the historic and cultural
context? Never take a Scripture out of its context to make it say what you want it to say. Discover what the author is
saying; don’t add to his meaning.

Always seek the full counsel of the Word of God.

2 When you know God’s Word thoroughly, you will not accept a teaching simply because someone has used one or
two isolated verses to support it. You will be able to discern whether a teaching is biblical or not. Saturate yourself in
the Word of God; it is your safeguard against wrong doctrine.

3 Remember that Scripture will never contradict Scripture.

Remember, all Scripture is inspired by God. Therefore, Scripture will never contradicr itself. Sometimes, however,
you may find it difficult to reconcile two seemingly contradictory truths taught in Scripture, such as the sovereignty
of God and the responsibility of man. Don't take a teaching to an extreme that God doesn’t. Simply humble your
heart in faith and believe what God says, even if you can’t fully understand or reconcile it at the moment.

4 Don’t base your convictions on an obscure passage of Scripture.
An obscure passage is one in which the meaning is unclear or not easily understood. Because these passages are difficult to
understand even when proper principles of interpretation are used, they should not be used as a basis for establishing doctrine.

Interpret Scripture literally.

5 God spoke to us that we might know truth. Therefore, take the Word of God at face value—in its natural, normal
sense. Look first for the clear teaching of Scripture, not a hidden meaning. Understand and recognize figures of
speech and interpret them accordingly.

Consider what is being said in the light of its literary style. For example, you will find more similes and metaphors in
poetical and prophetic literature than in historical or biographical books. Interpret portions of Scripture according
to their literary style.

Some literary styles in the Bible are: Historical—Acts, Exodus; Prophetic—Revelation, Isaiah; Biographical—Luke;
Didactic (teaching)—Romans; Poetic—Psalms; Epistle (letter)—2 Timothy; Proverbial—Proverbs

6 Look for the single meaning of the passage.

Always try to understand what the author had in mind when you interpret a portion of the Bible. Don’t twist verses
to support a meaning that is not clearly taught. Unless the author of a particular book indicates that there is another
meaning to what he says, let the passage speak for itself.

The first step in applicati(m is to find out what the Word of God says on any particular subject rhrough accurate
observation and correct interpretation of the text. Once you understand what the Word of God teaches, you are then
obligated before God to accept that truth and to live by it.

Scripture will always teach what is right, show us where we are wrong, how to correct, and train us in right living; so that
we are complete, fully equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17.

Precept Ministries International 800.763.8280 www.precept.org




Inductive Study Basic Symbol Key

Put a blue triangle around the who of the text.
Who is writing the letter? Who is reading the
letter? Who is being talked about in the letter?

Put a red rectangle around key words and
key phrases. These can be anything you think
IS very important to the passage or anything
the Lord leads you to box in. Look for repeated
words, lists, or contrasts and comparisons (for
example, light and dark).

Identify major themes that you see in the
passage and write them in green directly next

T h e m e to the line or sentence where the theme
appears or is repeated. Margin space next to
the text has already been provided in this
booklet. The themes are main ideas, teachings,
or subjects of the passage.

GETTING STARTED

Before your first meeting, read through the entire book at least twice. The first time, don’t mark anything.
Just read to get a full understanding of the context. The second time, using the key above, mark the text.
Don’'t worry about “getting it right.” Different people will see different things at different times.

We’'ve removed verse numbering from the text and are using line numbers instead to serve as guides to
specific passages. Each week we will discuss a few lines in depth. When we reach the end of our allotted
time, we will stop and pick up with the next few lines at the next meeting.

Some passages we will move through quickly. Some passages we may even spend two or more sessions
going over. The goal is to engage prayerfully, deeply, and thoughtfully with scripture in an organized and
structured manner.

You will be able to apply the inductive Bible study method to every book in the Bible on your own or in
other groups in the future.

Each week we will look at what the text tells us to do, say, think, and believe so we will know how to
apply what we are discovering to our Christian walk.
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Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God,
to the saints who are at Ephesus, and the faithful in
Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ, even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we would be
holy and without defect before him in love, having
predestined us for adoption as children through Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his
desire, to the praise of the glory of his grace, by which
he freely gave us favor in the Beloved, in whom we have
our redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which
he made to abound toward us in all wisdom and
prudence, making known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure which he purposed in him
to an administration of the fullness of the times, to sum
up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the
things on the earth, in him. We were also assigned an
inheritance in him, having been foreordained according
to the purpose of him who does all things after the
counsel of his will, to the end that we should be to the
praise of his glory, we who had before hoped in Christ.
In him you also, having heard the word of the truth, the
Good News of your salvation—in whom, having also
believed, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
who is a pledge of our inheritance, to the redemption of
God’s own possession, to the praise of his glory.

For this cause | also, having heard of the faith in the
Lord Jesus which is among you, and the love which you
have toward all the saints, don’t cease to give thanks for
you, making mention of you in my prayers, that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that
you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what
are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the
saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of his power
toward us who believe, according to that working of the
strength of his might which he worked in Christ, when
he raised him from the dead and made him to sit at his
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule,
authority, power, dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this age, but also in that which is to
come. He put all things in subjection under his feet, and
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gave him to be head over all things for the assembly,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

You were made alive when you were dead in
transgressions and sins, in which you once walked
according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works
in the children of disobedience. We also all once lived
among them in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, even as the rest. But God, being rich
in mercy, for his great love with which he loved us, even
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— and raised us up with him, and made us to sit
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in
the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus; for by
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, that no
one would boast. For we are his workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
before that we would walk in them.

Therefore remember that once you, the Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called “uncircumcision” by that which is
called “circumcision” (in the flesh, made by hands), that
you were at that time separate from Christ, alienated
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of the promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far off are made near in the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace, who made both one, and
broke down the middle wall of separation, having
abolished in his flesh the hostility, the Ilaw of
commandments contained in ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new man of the two, making
peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to
God through the cross, having killed the hostility
through it. He came and preached peace to you who
were far off and to those who were near. For through
him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.
So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and of the
household of God, being built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
chief cornerstone; in whom the whole building, fitted
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom
you also are built together for a habitation of God in the
Spirit.
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For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of Christ Jesus on
behalf of you Gentiles, if it is so that you have heard of
the administration of that grace of God which was given
me toward you, how that by revelation the mystery was
made known to me, as | wrote before in few words, by
which, when vyou read, you can perceive my
understanding in the mystery of Christ, which in other
generations was not made known to the children of
men, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets in the Spirit, that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow
partakers of his promise in Christ Jesus through the
Good News, of which | was made a servant according to
the gift of that grace of God which was given me
according to the working of his power. To me, the very
least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make
all men see what is the administration of the mystery
which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all
things through Jesus Christ, to the intent that now
through the assembly the manifold wisdom of God might
be made known to the principalities and the powers in
the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose
which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him
we have boldness and access in confidence through our
faith in him. Therefore | ask that you may not lose heart
at my troubles for you, which are your glory.

For this cause, | bow my knees to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named, that he would grant you, according to
the riches of his glory, that you may be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in the inner person, that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, to the end
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be
strengthened to comprehend with all the saints what is
the width and length and height and depth, and to know
Christ’s love which surpasses knowledge, that you may
be filled with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us, to him be the glory in the assembly
and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever.
Amen.

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk
worthily of the calling with which you were called, with
all lowliness and humility, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, being eager to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one
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Spirit, even as you also were called in one hope of your
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all, and in us
all. But to each one of us, the grace was given according
to the measure of the gift of Christ. Therefore he says,

“When he ascended on high,
he led captivity captive,
and gave gifts to people.”Psalm 68:18

Now this, “He ascended”, what is it but that he also first
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who
descended is the one who also ascended far above all
the heavens, that he might fill all things.

He gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, shepherds and teachers;
for the perfecting of the saints, to the work of serving,
to the building up of the body of Christ, until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to a full grown man, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ, that we may no
longer be children, tossed back and forth and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of
men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error; but speaking
truth in love, we may grow up in all things into him who
is the head, Christ, from whom all the body, being fitted
and knit together through that which every joint
supplies, according to the working in measure of each
individual part, makes the body increase to the building
up of itself in love.

This | say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you no
longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles also walk, in the
futility of their mind, being darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of
the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening
of their hearts. They, having become callous, gave
themselves up to lust, to work all uncleanness with
greediness. But you didn't learn Christ that way, if
indeed you heard him, and were taught in him, even as
truth is in Jesus: that you put away, as concerning your
former way of life, the old man that grows corrupt after
the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit
of your mind, and put on the new man, who in the
likeness of God has been created in righteousness and
holiness of truth.

Therefore putting away falsehood, speak truth each one
with his neighbor. For we are members of one another.
“Be angry, and don’t sin.”Psalm 4:4 Don't let the sun go
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down on your wrath, and don’t give place to the devil.
Let him who stole steal no more; but rather let him
labor, producing with his hands something that is good,
that he may have something to give to him who has
need. Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth,
but only what is good for building others up as the need
may be, that it may give grace to those who hear. Don’t
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed
for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath,
anger, outcry, and slander be put away from you, with
all malice. And be kind to one another, tender hearted,
forgiving each other, just as God also in Christ forgave
you.

Be therefore imitators of God, as beloved children. Walk
in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave himself up
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling fragrance.

But sexual immorality, and all uncleanness or
covetousness, let it not even be mentioned among you,
as becomes saints; nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor
jesting, which are not appropriate, but rather giving of
thanks.

Know this for sure, that no sexually immoral person, nor
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
has any inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and God.

Let no one deceive you with empty words. For because
of these things, the wrath of God comes on the children
of disobedience. Therefore don’t be partakers with them.
For you were once darkness, but are now light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light, for the fruit of the Spirit
is in all goodness and righteousness and truth, proving
what is well pleasing to the Lord. Have no fellowship
with the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but rather even
reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of the
things which are done by them in secret. But all things,
when they are reproved, are revealed by the light, for
everything that reveals is light. Therefore he says,
“Awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”

Therefore watch carefully how you walk, not as unwise,
but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil. Therefore don’t be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. Don’'t be drunken with wine, in which
is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to
one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs;
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
giving thanks always concerning all things in the name
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of our Lord Jesus Christ, to God, even the Father;
subjecting yourselves to one another in the fear of
Christ.

Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is
the head of the assembly, being himself the savior of
the body. But as the assembly is subject to Christ, so let
the wives also be to their own husbands in everything.

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
assembly, and gave himself up for it; that he might
sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of water
with the word, that he might present the assembly to
himself gloriously, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and without
defect. Even so husbands also ought to love their own
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife
loves himself. For no man ever hated his own flesh; but
nourishes and cherishes it, even as the Lord also does
the assembly; because we are members of his body, of
his flesh and bones. “For this cause a man will leave his
father and mother, and will be joined to his wife. Then
the two will become one flesh.”Genesis 2:24 This
mystery is great, but | speak concerning Christ and of
the assembly. Nevertheless each of you must also love
his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see that
she respects her husband.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
“Honor your father and mother,” which is the first
commandment with a promise: “that it may be well with
you, and you may live long on the earth.”

You fathers, don’t provoke your children to wrath, but
nurture them in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord.

Servants, be obedient to those who according to the
flesh are your masters, with fear and trembling, in
singleness of your heart, as to Christ, not in the way of
service only when eyes are on you, as men pleasers, but
as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the
heart, with good will doing service as to the Lord, and
not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one
does, he will receive the same good again from the Lord,
whether he is bound or free.

You masters, do the same things to them, and give up
threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master
and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with
him.
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Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our
wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the
principalities, against the powers, against the world’s
rulers of the darkness of this age, and against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Therefore put on the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all,
to stand. Stand therefore, having the utility belt of truth
buckled around your waist, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, and having fitted your feet
with the preparation of the Good News of peace, above
all, taking up the shield of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one. And
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God; with all prayer and requests,
praying at all times in the Spirit, and being watchful to
this end in all perseverance and requests for all the
saints: on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me
in opening my mouth, to make known with boldness the
mystery of the Good News, for which 1 am an
ambassador in chains; that in it | may speak boldly, as |
ought to speak.

But that you also may know my affairs, how I am doing,
Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful servant in the
Lord, will make known to you all things. | have sent him
to you for this very purpose, that you may know our
state and that he may comfort your hearts.

Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all
those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible
love. Amen.
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Meditation or Scripture Memory

This page is reserved for you to write down a key scripture from the book that expresses the essence of
oneness. This is for you to do on your own at any time during our study.

First, define oneness in a biblical sense. Provide a key verse.:

How does the book express oneness/unity through love. Provide a key verse.:

How does the book express oneness/unity in truth. Provide a key verse.:

How does the book express oneness/unity by faith. Provide a key verse.:

How does the book express oneness/unity with forgiveness. Provide a key verse.:

How does the book express oneness/unity for community. Provide a key verse.:
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