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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR CARL

HIS DEATH FOR OUR LIFE!

As [Jesus] was setting out on his journey, a man ran up
and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher,
what must | do to inherit eternal life?” Mark 10:17 ESV
Appreciating the moment is something we all need to do.
Here at International Lutheran Church, we have been reading
through the Gospel of Mark. The question of this young man
forms the focus of our meditation today as we move closer to
the cross. Coming face-to-face with our own idols is the first
and necessary step in following our Savior as our very
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possessions can so easily end up possessing us.

Certainly, the young man that came to Jesus that day was not
thinking about idols! In fact, we know that he was keen to know
the very deep questions about God, who He is and how we can
be in a relationship with Him. To his polite greeting - “Good
teacher!” Jesus' initial response - “Only God is good” might
surprise us. Yet this is the truth of why Jesus is there and where
He is going. No doubt this young man was familiar with this
truth as it is one of the most repeated phrases in the Psalms -
"O give thanks unto the LORD for He is good! And His mercy
endures forever!” (Psalm 136:1 ESV) But sometimes frequency
can breed contempt. We too frequently use these words at the
close of our meals or the close of the day, but do we ponder
how they point to a life that is more than the possession of
many things? Do we see in them the good news that life itself
is a gift of an Eternal God?

Now, eternal and eternity are beautiful concepts. Years ago,
Chenhsi and | had a neighbor who was a dentist. Besides
caring for the teeth of many people - including my own, as was
his profession, he also had a tremendous love of the human
smile and took great care to help those who by accident or by
natural birth, felt a sense of self-consciousness at their own
appearance. | discovered his aesthetic talent when he shared
with me his favorite character in the Chinese traditional
calligraphy system - the word “eternal” (5K - yong). My dentist
friend noted how each of the eight different kinds of strokes in
the Chinese calligraphy system could be found in this one
character. While we have no way to fathom the depth and
breadth of eternity, still we understand its beauty and
goodness and long for a personal connection. Just as the
preacher of Ecclesiastes has said in reference to God, “"He has
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made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in
the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done
from beginning to end.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11 NIV)

This unfathomable work is of course the very heart of God's
work from beginning to end. When the young man in Mark’s
gospel connected the word “inherit” or simply “receive” with
the idea of his own work, Jesus looked at him with love. He
needed to see first-hand just who had become his god. Our
works are never enough because in the end they only serve
ourselves. We need to be completely free to hold only on to
God. Jesus is there to complete the work of God. He forsakes
all to embrace us on the cross. While our possessions often
end up possessing us, He becomes our inheritance in His
death to give us life. Jesus gave Himself to us so that we would
not walk away sad but would gladly forsake all and follow Him.

As Jesus moves closer to the cross, His actions and even the

questions of others point us to the most wonderful news of all -
His death for our life!

Pastor Carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning.

CLEAN-UP DAY - NEXT WEEK!

The church looked so good (in the front) that we are
planning another Clean-Up Day! Next Sunday, after church,
we invite you to join our labors!

LUTHER MOVIE

On Friday, October 25, we will have a showing of the movie
Luther. Join the cinematic experience, complete with
popcorn, refreshments, and more!

REFORMATION ATILC

Throughout this month, be watching for references to our
Lutheran tradition as expressed in the Reformation. The
culmination will be Reformation Sunday celebrated on
October 27, followed by our annual Oktoberfest.
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

ONLINE GIVING

THANKYOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for
your personal end-of-year giving statement.

CITIBANK 260-00497-243-01

READINGS

October 13: 21st Sunday after Pentecost

oT Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
NT Hebrews 3:12-19
Gospel Mark 10:17-22

WORSHP ASSISTANTS

If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant, or need to make a scheduling

adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

OCTOBER 13 10:00 AM

Juwon & Carmen

GREETER Ethan

USHERS Dee Dee & Olivia

COMMUNION ASSISTANT Adam

LIVE STREAM Christian

KITCHEN HELPERS Eric & Insun

OFFERING COUNTERS Joohun & Olivia
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