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A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
STAY AWAKE! 
“And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!” Mark 13:37 
ESV Today is the last Sunday in the church year. As Jesus 
concludes His private word to the four disciples, He speaks to us 
all about the posture of those who wait for His appearing and 
the salvation of our God with the words “Stay awake!” While idle 
indifference may seem harmless, the consequence is 
irrevocable. With this word, our Lord awakens us today to hope 
and faith in Him with eternal significance. 

There are many things that we do in our everyday lives that can 
seem mundane or trivial. These tasks that we do or even the very 
patterns of our day can become so routine that they are almost 
second nature. We might even feel like we can do them in our 
sleep. But we can also get so caught up in the moment of the 
mundane that we lose track of where we are, or we get so busy 
going from one crisis to the next that we almost fall asleep to what 
is really going on around us. We can be so into our own thoughts 
and problems that we don’t even hear the calls for help right 
before us. Just as simple tasks require us to be alert, so our 
spiritual lives require us to be ready and alert. Alertness and being 
attentive is a critical behavior that impacts not only our own lives 
and safety, but also the lives of those around us and especially 
those in our care. 

Jesus’ words today are the call to attention that can bring us into 
the very moment where He is present. This “little apocalypse,” 
Jesus’ Olivet Sermon, is just such a call. Even as James and John, 
Peter and Andrew are still pondering the beauty of the Temple 
after marveling at the stunning view of Jerusalem from the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus calls them and us to Himself – to His death and 
resurrection for us and all people as the locus of God’s presence 
and the city whose foundation is Peace. While these words answer 
the original question of “when” with alarming clarity, their purpose 
is something else. In fact, the answer about the timing of our Lord’s 
return is reserved only for the Father who is calling us to an 
attentive life of hope and faith in Him whose appearing will pale 
the sun, moon, and stars. 

With these words the call to attention is now. This is the hour for 
which He came that we might be awake and not remain asleep. 
The Spirit awakens us to a new life in Him who gives us eternal life 
in His death. He awakens us in baptism as we are made alive and 

now stand in the power of his resurrection. We are awakened with 
the joy that He has given us at His Table as we receive the 
forgiveness of our sins in the eating of the Bread and the drinking 
of the Cup. By doing this, we proclaim His death is for us, and we 
are made to be His community in our “remembering” what He has 
already accomplished for us. This is the very hour in which we live 
out our testimony of his grace and forgiveness in our lives as an 
encouragement to others. Our Lord speaks His word to us today 
that we be awake and not asleep, that we would be attentive to His 
arrival by sharing the good news that calls others to faith in Him! 
Let the whole world know that our Lord is near as we stay awake in 
Him. 

+ + + + + + + GIVING THANKS + + + + + + + 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving this week at International Lutheran 
Church, we take this moment to thank all those who have faithfully 
supported the ministry of ILC throughout the year. Your 
commitment to this community and the ministry that we do 
together is an encouragement to us all. As your pastor, I also want 
to especially draw your attention to the continued needs of our 
ministry and the opportunity we have to be a blessing to others. 
There are two special ways that you might consider in showing 
thanks to God for His provision in your life. The first opportunity is 
our (1) Regular giving and budget for the year. While we are on 
target to reach our projected giving goals for 2024, your year-end 
gifts will ensure that we can move into 2025 with a solid 
foundation. The second opportunity to give is to our participation 
with Samaritan’s Purse and (2) Operation Christmas Child. You 
can still pick up a box today to bless a child with Christmas joy. The 
boxes will be blessed during our Thanksgiving Worship Service on 
11/28 at 7PM. As we are God’s people in this place and time, we 
gather to encourage and support one another as well as those 
outside our community. For this we give thanks! 

Pastor Carl

The Messenger 
International Lutheran Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM Bible Class and Sunday School                                    
10:00 AM  Divine Worship Service    
     (in-person and live stream)                       
7:00 PM Bible Study     
     (live stream)  

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events

http://ilcseoul.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

November 24: Last Sunday of the Church Year

OT Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

NT Jude 20-25

Gospel Mark 13:24-37

THANKSGIVING SERVICE AND DINNER 
ILC will host our annual Thanksgiving Service and Dinner 
on Thursday, November 28 at 7PM. The church will provide 
the turkeys, mashed potatoes, and stuffing, but we need 
your help! Bring a dish (Korean or international) to share to 
make this an extraordinary meal! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Turn in today! (Or, Thanksgiving!) ILC has participated in 
OCC for several years and we hope to be able to continue 
giving back to our worldwide community through our 
generosity. You may also just make a donation of KRW 
20,000 to help cover the shipping costs of one box.   

CLEAN-UP DAY! 
Today! We are planning our last Clean-Up Day of the 
calendar year. Join the fun (and a light meal afterward) to 
help get the church in nice shape for Advent. 

CHURCH360 
As announced in our Congregational Meeting in 
September, we will be transitioning to a new church 
management system called Church360. We hope to 
connect in more efficient ways to each other through a 
more detailed and organized record of who we are as a 
body of believers. Be looking out for additional 
announcements as to how you can help us in this process.  

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
One of ILC’s annual traditions - decorating for the Advent 
and Christmas season. Next week (12/1), we invite you to 
stick around, decorate, listen to Christmas music, and enjoy 
some turkey soup. 

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in 
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant, or need to make a scheduling 

adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING    
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY 
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

If you are unable to attend in-person church, we 
encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts 
via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for 
your personal end-of-year giving statement.  

     CITIBANK  260-00497-243-01 

NOVEMBER 24                    10:00 AM

ACOLYTE Juwon & Carmen

GREETER Matt

USHERS Chuck & Esther

COMMUNION ASSISTANT Adam

LIVE STREAM Ethan

KITCHEN HELPERS Hannah & Dee Dee

OFFERING COUNTERS Michelle & Eric

SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 24 
(12 - 1:30)
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