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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR CARL

WRITTEN IN HEAVEN

And he [Jesus] said to them, “l saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing
shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the
spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written
in heaven.” (Luke 10:18-20 ESV) Even as the 72 returned to Jesus
to share with Him all that they had done in His Name, He called them
to rejoice in the best news of all - how their names were written in
Heaven and the implication of that good news for their lives and ours.
Today at International Lutheran Church, as we celebrate the Feast of
Michael and All Angels, we too rejoice in our Lord’s victory and its real
and daily significance for our lives.
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The Holy Scriptures, from Genesis to Revelation, present to us a united
picture in prophetic prose concerning the reality of the unseen and yet
very real events of the Heavenly struggle going on around us (2 Kings
5:15-17) and what this means for us. As we reflect on Daniel and John's
vision of the defeat of our ancient foe - the beguiling serpent of
Genesis 3, Jesus’ vision and His words help to strengthen our faith in
Jesus who has overcome our enemy and already won for us the victory
through His death and resurrection.

First we should consider that Jesus’ words to the 72 come after they
returned from their itinerant mission in His name. He had sent them
out, two-by-two with no extra provisions, to all the towns and villages
that He would go. This was not a sightseeing trip, but rather a mission
to herald the good news of His coming. In spite of the lack of workers,
Jesus sees the urgency of the task and sends them - like sheep among
wolves even. This angelic task of the harvest and heralding the good
news is the very name that God gives to the spiritual creatures (angels)
that He had created to bring glad tidings. As ministering spirits they
serve not their own will be Him who sends them. Similarly, the disciples
themselves also function in this way. So as they returned to share with
Jesus all that they had seen and done in His name, the one thing that
surprised them was the authority they wielded over the demons and
unclean spirits.

Here Jesus shares with them His own vision of Michael’s victory over
Satan. This is the same vision of Daniel 10 & 12 and Revelation 12:7-12.
The point that Jesus’ words bring us is the very good news that Satan is
cast out. No longer can He accuse us. But this is just half the story or
message and not even the amazing part.

Now, both Daniel and John, men of God and devoted to prayer were
witnesses of this heavenly struggle. Yet Jesus' own vision of the
Heavenly battle of how Michael and his companions had defeated
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Satan, is connected to His own authority and reason for His coming,
the very reason Jesus sends out the 72. Our lives are not the result of
random events, but rather linked to Jesus’ own mission, how with His
own Blood He would write our Names into God's Book of Life and
remove the guilt and shame of our sin, by His death and resurrection.
In this way, Michael and the angelic victory over our ancient foe is not
the result of might or force, but of God's own Son, Jesus, laying down
His life for us on the cross. This then is the power of our testimony that
we are redeemed children of God forgiven in Jesus and made
victorious in Him.

For us, this message is a critical counterbalance to the chaos of our
own times and the fear and confusion that Satan, our flesh and the
world are always trying to sow into our hearts and minds concerning
our sin and our powerless position. Satan’s goal from the beginning
has been for us to doubt the one thing that gives us hope and joy -
God's own word and promise. He has not changed his method of
deception, but continues to rely on half-truths and misleading
statements.

It is into this scene that we are called to share the message of Jesus'
victory over Satan with all our family, friends, coworkers and even
strangers. God in Christ has achieved the victory over our sin and
death and set us free to live a new life in Him. As we live in the chaos
and confusion of our day, we also share this good news and remind all
that Jesus is our victory over all of Satan’s lies. God bless you as you
share this good news with others.

Pastor carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to

seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in O N Ll N E G IVI N G

either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY

MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.
We will hold a regular congregational meeting today

(Sunday, September 29) immediately after the service. The If you are unable to attend in-person church, we

main purpose of this meeting will be the election of officers encourage you to make use of offering your tithes and gifts
of the Church Council. The agenda for the short meeting via online giving. Giving in this way will be recorded for
was sent out earlier this week. Ice cream sundaes will be your personal end-of-year giving statement.

igh h ing!
served right after the meeting CITIBANK 260-00497-243-01

VOLUNTEERING
Thank you for signing up during Sign-Up Sunday. Be READINGS

watching for the new schedule to come out soon, as well as

mini-training (<10 minutes) sessions for certain tasks. Thank September 29: St. Michael and All Angels
you for helping to make ILC a great community of servants!

oT Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3
NT Revelation 12:7-12
Gospel Luke 10:17-20

WORSHP ASSISTANTS

If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant, or need to make a scheduling
adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

SEPTEMBER 29 10:00 AM

Sungwoo & Michelle
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STICK AROUND FOR A SHORT MEETI
FOLLOWED BY ICE CREAM SUNDAES
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