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HIS WORK AT WORK IN US

And for this purpose | am working, using all my strength by
the help of his power which is working in me strongly.
(Colossians 1:29 ESV) Serving others is hard work. Paul
understood this like Abraham and Sarah before him. Not only is
the physical aspect of caring for the needs of others taxing, but
there is an emotional side that can sometimes exact an even
greater toll. Today at International Lutheran Church, we sit at the
feet of Jesus and learn from Him who came to serve with
complete devotion and dedication to you and me showing us
what it means to serve in His strength.

Many of you have been praying for our family as we travel
across the United States sharing with many of our work together
at International Lutheran Church. Last weekend, Chenhsi and |,
together with Lydia and Andrea were able to visit Bethlehem
Lutheran Church where we were married this week 32 years
ago. What a joy to be with these saints again, to join them in
their 100th anniversary celebration as a congregation, and to be
encouraged once again through their service and
encouragement.

It reminded me of how all of you often open your homes and
lives to family and friends that come to visit in Korea. It also
reminded me of our own faith family life together with our social
events and special celebrations throughout the year. These
events don't just happen. We are all actively involved in helping
to welcome the family member and stranger alike. Sometimes
we need to be honest that it involves a lot of hard work and
effort. It sounded like Sarah just snapped her fingers and the
food appeared for Abraham to welcome the three strangers
that came to their tent that day (Genesis 18:1-14) but it was a lot
of work. Just as Martha worked hard to prepare for Jesus as He
visited their home together with His disciples. And yet, it was
their joy and passion to serve in just this way. Just as Paul
explains to the church in Colossae. Not only did he work hard,
but so did they along with his companions. Yet, he recognizes
that this work, this effort, is exactly the same work and effort and
power that is at work in each of us. Jesus’ work to deliver us
from the kingdom of darkness and to bring us into His kingdom
of light is what is at work in us, even now. Our lives are often
filled with tasks that are incredibly taxing - both physically and
emotionally - but this “work” is only a small reflection of the real
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work that God has and is doing in Christ. The Apostle Paul
grasped hold of that which had taken hold of him and sought to
impart it to the church everywhere he went. Here in Colossae,
like many of the places he had gone to spread the Gospel, he
shared fervently of the work that is at work in us. Jesus had given
His very life that all would be saved, freed, and given a new life
in Him. Paul worked harder than all, but even he had to admit it
wasn’t him, but the One whose life, death, and resurrection is
the work of God. Jesus devoted Himself without measure to the
needs of all. No wonder Mary would sit raptured at His feet and
Martha would busy herself about many things. He came into
their home, even as God entered the shade of Abraham'’s
abode. Jesus comes to bless and give Himself, His all for you
and me personally. He calls us into His action of blessing and
invites us to open our lives to all around us, without distinction
or restriction. He comes even in the simple meal that we share
that our lives would be multiplied in such a way that every
“basket” is filled and overflowing as our sins are forgiven and we
live in the forgiveness that pours through us to others.

There is still a lot of work to do. One summer is not enough to
tell the story. As we open our lives to the needs of others, we
see the many before us. Even as one task is done, another has
arrived calling for our full attention. But with Paul, we also see
this in a new way. It is not us alone who work and labor, but
really His Spirit in us and through us. In Christ, our lives are
made for service that encourages and strengthens us in the very
task that our Lord has dedicated Himself to - the salvation of all.

Pastor carl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning.

‘THETIME OF THE CHURCH'

The Sundays following Pentecost are observed as 'the time
of the church! The color on the altar and lectern, as well the
pastor’s stole, will be green. These Sundays emphasize
growth and give us time to maintain our faith, as always,
through the means of grace (God's Word and the
Sacraments). We will use green throughout the entire
summer and into the fall.

BIBLE STUDIES ON BREAK

All of Pastor Carl’s Bible Studies are on break until late
summer / early fall. This includes Sunday Morning Bible
Study, Sunday Night Bible Study, and Wednesday Night
Bible Study. Announcements will be made regarding the
dates these will resume.

VOLUNTEERING

If you see your name as one of the worship assistants, but
you know you won't be at church on that designated day,
don't worry! You are welcome to reach out to the church via
email, but if you forget, we will find someone to stand in for
you. Thank you for your willingness to serve your church!
Alternately, if you would like to sign up to help out in a new
role, please let us know.

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

ONLINE GIVING - NEW ACCOUNT

THANKYOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.

NEW: Please note that we are switching to receive
deposits to a new account. The Citibank account is still
open, but over these next few months we will be
closing that account. Thank you!

KEB HANA 166-890039-91604

READINGS

July 20: 6th Sunday after Pentecost

oT Genesis 18:1-14
NT Colossians 1:21-29
Gospel Luke 10:38-42

WORSHP ASSISTANTS

If you are interested in serving as a worship assistant, or need to make a scheduling

adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

JULY 20 10:00 AM

Andrew & Liliana

m Esther & Joey
Joey & Stella
Michelle & Eric

International Lutheran Church | 148 Hannam-daero; Yongsan—gu; Seoul, Korea 04417



	SUNDAY SCHEDULE
	OTHER EVENTS
	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
	READINGS
	Worship Assistants

