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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM 	 Sunday Morning Bible Study and    	 	
	 	   Sunday School                                                           
10:00 AM 	 Divine Worship Service 	 	 	
	 	    (in-person and live stream)                   	  

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events

A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
GO AND WASH! 
Having said these things, he [Jesus] spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said 
to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went 
and washed and came back seeing. (John 9:6-7 ESV) Brokenness is all 
around us. Sometimes we question the cause of this brokenness, especially 
when it seems cruel or unjust. Today at International Lutheran Church, as we 
continue our study of Luther’s Small Catechism and examine the Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism this morning, we see in John 9 Jesus’ personal gift to each of 
us through Baptism – the forgiveness of our sins! 

As we noted last week, Lent is a special season of prayer and spiritual 
preparation. For centuries Christians have used these forty days as a special 
time of preparation for Baptism. In the Small Catechism, Luther takes up the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism and its meaning for the strengthening of our 
faith. He presents four key questions and God’s Word that is related to each 
so that our eyes would be opened to what God is doing in us through 
Baptism. 

What is Baptism? Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in 
God’s command and combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God? Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of 
Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

What benefits does Baptism give? It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from 
death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the 
words and promises of God declare. 

Which are these words and promises of God? Christ our Lord says in the last 
chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16) 

How can water do such great things? Certainly not just water, but the word of 
God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which trusts 
this word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water 
and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving 
water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. 
Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we 
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy 
saying.” (Titus 3:5–8) 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? It indicates that the Old Adam 
in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all 

sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live 
before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

Where is this written? St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were 
therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life.” (Romans 6:4) 

The Word of God - His command and promise - is the only basis for our faith. 
This is clear in Luther’s answers to what is Baptism, its benefits, how it can do 
this, and what it means for us every day. Like the man blind from birth, we can 
do nothing to change our situation. This is why it was so astounding, and 
everyone kept asking how it was that he could now see. In one way or 
another, we are all born “blind.” We can be blind to God’s goodness and 
grace; blind to the brokenness of our own condition; or even blind to ways in 
which we add to this brokenness. Yet Jesus sees in all this the reason and 
purpose for His coming. In His words and actions, He opens our eyes to the 
good and gracious work of God to bring light into the darkness. As Jesus spit 
in the dirt, He made a healing balm to display the work of God in this 
muddied masked man. Just so, Jesus was made to be a healing balm upon 
the cross to wash away our guilt. Jesus is broken to break our brokenness. 

While certainly Luther reflected on the “how” of baptism, he also saw his own 
need and ours to consider and see its significance - God’s work in our lives. 
Ordinary water connected to the promise and word of God is no longer 
ordinary, but a life-giving flood. Baptism saves, brings healing, forgiveness, 
and eternal salvation – not because of our acts or works but because of God’s 
acts and works in Jesus. Baptism connects us to the Sent One who now sends 
us. After the seeing man born blind was put out of the synagogue for giving 
his testimony about what Jesus had done, Jesus went to find him. John tells 
us that the man believed and worshiped Jesus. Daily, we, too, rise to give 
glory to God. Our lives become a living testimony of God’s gracious work in 
Jesus and how we are connected to that personally in Baptism. We, too, are 
sent so that others can see the One who was sent for them! 

Pastor Carl  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

March 15: Fourth Sunday in Lent

OT Isaiah 42:14-21

NT Ephesians 5:8-14

Gospel John 9:1-41

LENTEN SEASON 
Today we mark the Fourth Sunday in Lent. Purple is used 
during this penitential season of Lent as a vivid reminder of 
the contempt and scorn that Jesus endured, and the 
subsequent sacrifice He made for our eternal salvation. 
There are five Sundays in Lent, followed by Palm Sunday 
and then the Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter). 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - MARCH 15 
We will hold a brief regular congregational meeting today 
immediately after the service. The main purpose of this 
meeting will be the presentation and approval of the 
church budget for the upcoming fiscal year. Baked Potato 
Fellowship Luncheon will take place right after the meeting. 
We will have the kimchi jar out for KRW 5,000 donations for 
adults. Thank you for your participation in the community 
and fellowship of the church! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEA PARTY 
The Sunday School students have been learning about the 
Books of the Bible, focusing on one each week for 39 
weeks to complete their study of the Old Testament. To 
celebrate (and also to review some of the important 
concepts), a tea party is being planned for the students 
during the Sunday School time. We are proud of our 
students and thankful for the teachers and parents who 
support their learning.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONS FROM LHM 
Lutheran Hour Ministries provides a free devotional 
available in print and audio. At ILC, you can pick up a 
printed booklet or go online to www.lhm.org/lent for digital 
access.  

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in 
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning. 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS 
If you are interested in serving as a Sunday Volunteer, or need to make a scheduling 

adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING 
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY 
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

Your generosity helps makes the ministry of ILC 
possible, by God’s grace! 

KEB HANA  166-890039-91604 

MARCH 15                           10:00 AM

ACOLYTE Sun & Yul

GREETER Christian

USHERS James & Tika

COMMUNION ASSISTANT James

LIVE STREAM Patricia

KITCHEN HELPERS Eric & Insun

OFFERING COUNTERS Sungwoo & Rachel
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