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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM 	 Sunday Morning Bible Study                                                       
10:00 AM 	 Divine Worship Service 	 	 	
	 	    (in-person and live stream)                   	  

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events

A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
ON THE ROMAN ROAD:  
FREEDOM FROM THE  
BODY OF DEATH 
Oh, wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death?” (Romans 7:24 ESV) Have you ever felt 
trapped? Truly stuck with literally no way out of the situation that 
you are in? Today at International Lutheran Church, we address 
this very common experience with these words from Romans 7, 
as Paul shares the freedom we have in Christ alone. As we are 
sent out “On the Roman Road,” we see again how we carry a 
message that is critically important for our lives today! 

This summer we have been reading through the Letter to the 
Romans and examining how Paul describes the Christian life. 
Last week Paul described the purpose of our freedom in Christ 
with these words “so that you might belong to another.” 
(Romans 7:4 ESV) In this second half of Chapter 7 of Romans, 
Paul is honest to reveal the inner struggle that is a part of our 
new life in Christ. While we are powerlessness to change 
ourselves, Paul shows how we are freed by Jesus from the 
power and control of sin that reigns in and through our mortal 
bodies. 

Two things need to be addressed as we look at this passage of 
scripture. First, the situation that Paul describes is not an 
abnormal one but rather part of our new identity in Christ. As a 
Christian, we now have a real battle going on inside. Second, 
these words are not an excuse to give in to sin or give up in 
despair, but rather the bold call to hold on to our only hope in 
Jesus. Our sure hope of victory is through our Savior Jesus and 
Him only.  The fact that the Christian life is a “struggle” and even 
a “war” should not surprise us. Our reading last week from 
Jesus’ discourse to the Twelve, who were sent to the House of 
Israel in Matthew 10, says quiet clearly that His Kingdom does 
not bring peace but a very real separation and division, even 
within ourselves. Paul’s exhortations in other letters, such as 
Ephesians 6 concerning the armor of God and our need to be 
daily dressed for battle is also a clear indication that the attitude 
is not one of defeatist resignation, but rather sober calculation 
of what we are up against. Luther popularized the three-headed 
enemy in terms of the devil, the world and our own sinful flesh. 

He exhorted his hears to daily remember that they are baptized 
and that “the old Adam is drowned” in the promise of God so 
that we would rise and daily be active in the world and in the 
relationships around us. 

This message is still needed today. As much as we have 
liberalized our thinking in our modern independent lives, the 
reality of our flesh still catches us and takes hold of our very 
actions. “The good” we so hope to do, know to do, want to do, 
that we don’t do. But the thing we “hate,” the “wrong” we know 
we need to expunge from ourselves, that seems to keep on 
going with no end in sight. Paul describes this as a “wretched,” 
“miserable” state, literally as a “body of death” from which we 
are powerless to do anything about. The contrasting 
conjunction “but” couldn’t come at a better moment. Indeed, 
Jesus’ appearance, His life, His death in the Body was for just 
such a proclamation of God’s action to change our final 
situation. Through death, He has swallowed up death. As we are 
freed from the bondage of the law in His death, we are also 
freed from our lives of sin and death by His death. In Him we do 
find rest. His yoke is easy and His burden is light, because He 
carries us. This is why we daily put on the armor of God, daily 
remember our baptism, daily live in the hope of God’s victory 
for us.  

This weekend as many will gather to celebrate the 250 years of 
freedom that God has granted to the United States of America, 
we also offer prayers of thanks to God and especially prayers 
that He would continue to lead us and give us all a willingness to 
use our freedom for the good of others and the good of all. As 
we join in worship today and gather to hear His Word of victory 
in our lives, we are called to live in this freedom we have in 
Christ and freely share this freedom in all the world where He 
sends us. 

Pastor Carl  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

July 5: Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

OT Zechariah 9:9-12

Epistle Romans 7:14-25a

Gospel Matthew 11:25-30

TRAVEL MERCIES 
May the Lord bless all who are moving away from Korea or 
just taking a trip over the summer, both locally and abroad. 

BIBLE STUDIES ON BREAK 
Sunday Night Bible Study, Wednesday Night Bible Study, 
and the Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study are all on 
break until early fall. 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS 
If your name is on the Sunday Volunteer list but you will not 
be at ILC on that Sunday, please don’t worry! Together, we 
will find someone to step up and help fill the role. Thank 
you for your help!  

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in 
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning. 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS 
If you are interested in serving as a Sunday Volunteer, or need to make a scheduling 

adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING 
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY 
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

Your generosity helps makes the ministry of ILC 
possible, by God’s grace! 

KEB HANA  166-890039-91604 

JULY 5                                   10:00 AM

ACOLYTE Andrew & Liliana

GREETER Shema

USHERS Esther & Michelle

COMMUNION ASSISTANT Christian

LIVE STREAM Richard

KITCHEN HELPERS Joey & Yun

OFFERING COUNTERS Yoonsil & Adam
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