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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM 	 Sunday Morning Bible Study                                                       
10:00 AM 	 Divine Worship Service 	 	 	
	 	    (in-person and live stream)                   	  

OTHER EVENTS 
Go to ilcseoul.org > Upcoming for other events

A NOTE FROM  
PASTOR CARL 
ON THE ROMAN ROAD:  
THE PROMISE THAT STIRS US 
The children of the promise are counted as offspring. 
(Romans 9:8b ESV) Paul reminds us all that we who are 
in Christ are connected to Him through the promise that 
is God’s Word. Just as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were 
born of and through God’s promise, so we are born of 
the same promise which gave them life. This truth fills our 
lives with His Spirit and calls us to make known this 
message throughout all of God’s creation! 

Here at International Lutheran Church we have been On 
the Roman Road. While last week we came to the 
pinnacle of God’s Word, that “nothing can separate us 
from the Love of God which is ours in Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 8:39 ESV), still we also realize that not all 
believe. For Paul this reality was extremely disturbing and 
troubling. Yet Paul saw that this means our lives in Christ 
are also based on the promise and word of God, and 
nothing else.  

There are things that we see and experience in this life 
that are particularly disturbing. There are things and pains 
that shouldn’t be. Paul saw the fact of his fellow kinsmen’s 
rejection of the Messiah as saddening. Jesus looked on 
the crowds of people following Him in the desolate 
places as undeniably moving and painful. Yet this place 
and this situation is where we sometimes find ourselves – 
desolate and empty places. But here in lies the mystery, 
nowhere, is removed from the promises of God. His Word 
is the very hope of the world – the glue that keeps us in 
Him. 

As an example of this we read in Matthew 14 that Jesus 
goes into the desolate place because of the rejection of 
John, he is beheaded. Jesus is filled with anguish at the 
sight of the crowds lost and helpless. What can He give 

that would feed them, water them, care for them? He 
gives His life very life. He suffers on the tree, He enters 
into our most desperate place of all, our own separation 
from God for us. Unlike Paul or Moses who wished their 
death might bring the inclusion of their kinsman, it is only 
Jesus, the Promise made flesh and bone who can carry 
that cross and effect that action on our behalf. Our 
desolation is only justified. His is truly redeeming. Like 
water in the desert, or a small lunch blessed to feed the 
thousands, Jesus – He alone is Lord of all. He alone is 
praised forever more.  He alone is the great Amen.  

God is sending you and me into desolate places everyday 
where we will pain with Him at the lost condition of our 
world. He doesn’t do this so that we would lie in anguish 
but that we would see the power of His promise alive in 
our lives, in our world and in the desperate and lonely 
places we find ourselves. As we join in worship today and 
gather to hear His Word, we are encouraged to share this 
good news wherever He sends us! 

Pastor Carl  

http://ilcseoul.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

READINGS 

August 2: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

OT Isaiah 55:1-5

Epistle Romans 9:1-13

Gospel Matthew 14:13-21

TRAVEL MERCIES 
May the Lord bless all who are moving away from Korea or 
just taking a trip over the summer, both locally and abroad. 

BIBLE STUDIES ON BREAK 
Sunday Night Bible Study, Wednesday Night Bible Study, 
and the Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study are all on 
break until early fall. 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS 
If your name is on the Sunday Volunteer list but you will not 
be at ILC on that Sunday, please don’t worry! Together, we 
will find someone to step up and help fill the role. Thank 
you for your help!  

Unless otherwise noted, you may direct inquiries for any announcement to 
seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Links to online or live stream events will be included in 
either the electronic version of The Messenger or will be sent out on Sunday morning. 

SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS 
If you are interested in serving as a Sunday Volunteer, or need to make a scheduling 

adjustment, please write to seoulilc.volunteer@gmail.com. Thank you!

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

ONLINE GIVING 
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FAITHFULLY 
MAKING USE OF ONLINE GIVING.  

Your generosity helps makes the ministry of ILC 
possible, by God’s grace! 

KEB HANA  166-890039-91604 

AUGUST 2                             10:00 AM

ACOLYTE Sun & Yul

GREETER Arem

USHERS Joey & Yun

COMMUNION ASSISTANT Christian

LIVE STREAM Richard

KITCHEN HELPERS Eunhee & Young Ja

OFFERING COUNTERS Michelle & Eric
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