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Merry Christmas!
Zach, Steph, Adam, and Madelyn

Praise:
* Zach is continuing to grow in his 
knowledge of turbine aircraft  
* Safety on a whirlwind trip to 
America for Steph
* We were able to attend a 
marriage conference here in 
Sentani
* Being able to celebrate Christmas 
again in Papua

Pray:
* For Zach & the maintenance team 
as they work short-staffed
* Wisdom raising our kids 
cross-culturally and preparing them 
for furlough late next year
* For the Bibleless to receive the 
Word in the language and format 
that they best understand

Zach, Steph, Adam, and Madelyn

If you would like to partner 
with us in an out of the box 

way, we have created a wish 
list on Amazon. Just scan the 

QR Code above. 

We sent our newsletter out in early December with the prayer for the rest of 
the month to be uneventful. God’s plans are bigger and greater than ours. For 
our family, we watched many hard things in our missions community, including 
3 medivacs and the death of a sweet 16 year old young lady due to 
complications from dengue fever and pneumonia. We celebrated Christmas 
with joy and heavy hearts. At the end of January, we prayed for our community 
as we watched plans for a 4th medivac come together. Praise the Lord that 3 
of the 4 patients who were medivaced have been brought home to Sentani 
and one has returned to their passport country.

Early January, our friend Dan, a young adult from one of our partnering 
churches, came to spend 6 weeks with our family to learn about life here first 
hand. God granted him so many unexpected opportunities while staying with 
us. He was able to spend 5 days interior, visit with many different families here 
and learn about their ministries. He helped us with projects and the kids, led 
worship at church, had the opportunity to visit one of our beautiful beaches, & 
much more. As Dan prepared to move onto his next adventure, his family met 
him in Bali and we were invited to join them. It was a blessing to spend time 
with them and to reconnect!

Even with the hard things that happened in December, we had the privilege to 
help with an “Angel Tree Project” for a local orphanage. Schools in Indonesia 
require students to wear mostly black shoes with white socks. This orphanage, 
like many here, struggles to make ends meet. One of the practical ways that 
we can help them is by members in the community adopting one or more 
children and buying them the shoes and socks needed. 

Getting all of this coordinated requires a team of people (much like us getting 
here to Indonesia and also regular life here). There’s the behind the scenes 
work of getting all the children’s information, putting it on a separate piece of 
paper, then a group goes to measure the children's feet on that paper, 
ornaments are made with each child and staff members name and shoe size, 
then, at church it’s announced and people can come pick out a name. Once a 
name has been selected, shoes and socks are purchased and paid for by that 
person or family. Finally, a few days before Christmas, the gifts are delivered 
and there’s a little Christmas program followed by everyone opening their 
Christmas gift. Even though they all know what is in it, the joy on their faces 
can’t be erased from our minds! Zach, Steph, Adam, and Madelyn

As we wrote our last update in August, we thought that the rest of the year would slow down and finish 
quietly. However, God had other plans. 

Mid - September, I (Steph) woke up one morning to a missed call and an urgent text from one of my 
brothers. Everyone’s worst nightmare. I called him back frantically several times and texted him. The few 
minutes that passed until he called back seemed like an eternity. He called back and choked out, “Dad had 
a heart attack this morning.” Tears poured down my face as I tried to process what I’d just heard. Dad was 
alive, but the doctors weren’t exactly sure what things looked like long term.

Zach and I made the decision that I would fly back to Illinois to help and be able to go to the multitude of 
appointments that follow a heart attack. God was SO good in how our community here in Sentani came 
around our family while I was gone for almost 3 weeks. Childcare, meals, flexible work hours, and so much 
more blessed our family and continued to bless our family even after I returned home. Dad is recovering 
well and keeping us all on our toes!

Transitions. Relationships. Packed. Unexpected. 

These 4 words keep coming to mind as we look back on 2025. Transitions to working in the hangar, 
building relationships in town and with friends interior, packed full of memories, and learning to expect the 
unexpected. Each of these words reminds us of the amazing community we have all over the world. What 
a blessing it is to us!

We are so thankful for each family and individual who has partnered with us through prayer and finances 
this past year. Each of you is part of our community. 

It is our privilege to express our thankfulness to our partners and praise God for His faithfulness in 
providing for our financial needs this year. If you feel led to give a year-end gift or to join our regular 
partnership team, we would love your help as we launch into ministry in 2026! Thank you for partnering to 
get the Word to the Bibleless!
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Praise:
* The maintenance team is more fully 
staffed for the time being
* Our friend Dan was able to come 
visit us for a little over a month & time 
vacationing with him & his family
* Dad was released from cardiac 
rehab early this year
Pray:
* For Zach & I to be able to find 
purposeful rest as we near the end of 
our first term
* For the missions community here as 
we grieve death & walk alongside 
each other through illness
* Wisdom raising our kids 
cross-culturally and preparing them for 
furlough later this year
* For the Bibleless to receive the Word 
in the language and format that they 
best understand`


