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e WORSHIP FULLY <ga-an-an-as (}“/;_,
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It starts with Jesus. It ends with Jesus. It's a season where we are called to put
down our burdens and lift a song up to our God.

3. SPEND LESS <ZNV N NP

Spending less isn't a call to stop giving gifts; it's a call to stop spending money on 4

gifts we won't remember in less than a year. America spends around $600 billion
dollars during the Christmas season, and much of that it joyless and goes right
onto a credit card.

be. GIVE MORE SV VN "

The most powerful, memorable gift you can give to someone else is yourself. And
nobody modeled this more than Jesus. The main point is simple: When it comes
to spending time with those you love, it's all about quality, not quantity.

3. LOVEALL SENCNONIN

It all boils down to love. Love from a savior. Love to a neighbor in need. By y

spending just a little less on gifts we free up our resources to love as Jesus loves
by giving to those who really need help.

i CONNECTION CARD

Each week everyone will be asked to fill out a Connection Card in order to

Please turn in your card each week. Members,
leaders and guests will be asked to turn these in.

~ SURGERY FOR EMMA

Pray for Emma Grebenick who will be undergoing a "gastric
sleeve" procedure on December 12 at St. Alexius Hospital.
Pray that her team would be used by God to bring about -

- wholeness and healing in Emma'’s life.
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% Rediscovering the Wonder of Christmas %

!In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman world.
2 (This was the first census that took place while
Quirinius was governor of Syria.)
3 And everyone went to their own town to register.

*So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David.
° He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to

were there, the time came for the baby to be born,
7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,

because there was no guest room available for them.

Luke 2:1-7

* Where the first are last 0 i
AN U PSl DE * Where power is restraint N ”
DOWN » Where weakness wins over power

« Where joy exists in the midst of suffering
Ki NG DOM * Where death is life
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 Therefore the < 2“But you, Bethlehem
Lord himself will give THE Ephrathah,though you are

small among the clans of

Yyou a sign: T?Je virgin pROMISE OF Judah, out of you will

will conceive and :
f ho will

give birth to a son, and HIS BI RTH conlzz r?liglz‘?(;elzaZIWI
will call him These are key promises whose origins are fron’l of
Immanuel. or prophecies about the old, from ancient times.”

birth of Christ. They are specific
as the nature and method >

Isaiah 7:14 oftheir unfolding, Micah 5:2




Augustus Caesar: the adoptive son of Julius Caesar.

e TH E Quirinius: the chief of staff for Julius Caesar.

Joseph/Mary: a carpenter marries a peasant gal.
BACKGROUND - ot

Census: ordained by the Roman empire for

OF H Is B I RTH everyone to register.

Bethelehem: the family home of Mary and Joseph.

DIVINE DNA vvovav

The birth of Jesus was “upside down”.
It is called the incarnation—"in the flesh” <X, \

« It was not the entry of an avatar
« [t was not a test-tube baby ,
« It was not the implantation of a fertilized egg

« [t was not the birth of a hybrid super-hero

« It was not the product of a sexual union

* IT WAS A VIRGINBIRTH -

REAL HISTORY..NOT AMYTH!

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause

e
G 0 0 D great joy for all the people. ” Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you;
N Ews bhe is the Messiah, the Lord. @
_ @ Luke 2:10-11
‘N, 6 .
Everything that Augustus claimed about himself

(“good news”, “savior”,“Lord”, and “peace”). The angel
proclaimed about Jesus, the true Son of God.

R I G H T Don't let the methodology mess you up!
God does things “upside down” to turn things

right-side-up in our lives! Embrace
s I D E U p his “upside-downness”-—it will bring life!




