MORNING WORSHIP CELEBRATION
The Lord’s Day
January 7, 2024
10:30 a.m.

Welcome & Announcements: Travis Skillingstad

Prelude: Amy Reber, piano

To God Be the Glory
By William Doane, arranged by Cindy Berry

Call to Worship: Psalm 115:1
The Invocation

Hymn of Praise 295
Crown Him with Many Crowns
Crown him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon his throne;
Hark! how the heav'nly anthem drowns
All music but its own:
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love;
Behold his hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,

In beauty glorified:
No angel in the sky

Can fully bear that sight,

But downward bends his burning eye
At mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of peace;
Whose pow'r a scepter sways
From pole to pole, that wars may cease,
Absorbed in prayer and praise:

His reign shall know no end;

And round his pierced feet
Fair flow'rs of paradise extend
Their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of years,
The Potentate of time;



Creator of the rolling spheres,
Ineffably sublime:

All hail, Redeemer, hail!
For thou hast died for me:
Thy praise shall never, never fail
Throughout eternity.

Confession of Sin: Pastor Mike Palombo
Need of Confession: Psalm 14:1-3
Y The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds;
there is none who does good. 2 The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, to
see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. 2 They have all turned aside;
together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even one.

Personal Confession of Sin

Corporate Confession of Sin (Unison)
O God, our guide, who once used a star to lead people to Christ, we confess our poor
sense of direction. We let ourselves become confused, easily distracted, and lose our
way. We fail to follow the signs you provide. Forgive our waywardness, O God.
Lead us to the Christ so that we may follow his way to you. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 49:6
6...he says: “Itis too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of
Jacob
and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Affirmation of Faith: The Nicene Creed (Unison)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.
Who, for us and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; he was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again, according to the
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; he shall come
again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the
Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by
the prophets. I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism
for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Song of Praise 170
Fairest Lord Jesus
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Thee will | cherish, thee will I honor,



Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
Robed in the blooming garb of spring:
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,

Who makes the woeful heart to sing.

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
And all the twinkling, starry host:
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels heav'n can boast.

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
Now and for evermore be thine.

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) / Pastoral Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come: thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Giving of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory
We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer

Dutch Melody
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

(During this song, children ages 4 thru 2nd grade may go to Children’s Worship)

Sermon Series: The Gospel of Luke: Love Came Down
What Does Glory Look Like?
Luke 2:1-20
Pastor Jeff Birch

2In those daysa decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. ®And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. * And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, °to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. 8 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her



firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °® And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. 1° And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. ** For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 3 And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 1 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. 1 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning
this child. ¥ And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. ° But Mary treasured
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 2 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Hymn 345
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God,;

He whose word cannot be broken

Formed thee for his own abode:
On the Rock of Ages founded,

What can shake thy sure repose?

With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou may'st smile at all thy foes.

See, the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,
Well supply thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove;
Who can faint, while such a river
Ever flows their thirst t'assuage?—
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver,
Never fails from age to age.

Round each habitation hov'ring,
See the cloud and fire appear
For a glory and a cov'ring,
Showing that the Lord is near:
Thus deriving from their banner
Light by night and shade by day,
Safe they feed upon the manna



Which he gives them when they pray.

Savior, if of Zion's city
I, through grace, a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,

I will glory in thy name:
Fading is the worldling's pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure
None but Zion's children know.

Benediction

Postlude
All songs covered by CCLI license #1257045



