MORNING WORSHIP CELEBRATION
The Lord’s Day
October 22, 2023
10:30 a.m.

Welcome & Announcements: Pastor Mike Palombo
Operation Christmas Child: Rich Driessnack

Prelude: Amy Reber, piano

Call to Worship: Psalm 9:1-2
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.
2 1 will be glad and exult in you; 1 will sing praise to your name, O Most High.

The Invocation

Hymn of Praise 2 (vss. 1-2,4-5)

O Worship the King
O worship the King all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his pow’r and his love;
Our shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

Your bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air; it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills; it descends to the plain;
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
Your mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

Confession of Sin
Need of Confession: Judges 21:25
25 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

Personal Confession of Sin

Corporate Confession of Sin (Unison)
Loving Father, be merciful and forgive our sin. Cleanse our unrighteousness. Heal
our hurts, and reconcile our broken relationships. Pour Your Spirit upon us with
renewing grace. Restore to us the joy of our salvation. Forgive our excessiveness and
ingratitude. Make us a thankful people with charitable hearts, who drink from the



well of Your grace, that this broken world will taste the new wine of the
gospel. Through Jesus. Amen. (Rev. Mike Khandjian)

Assurance of Pardon: Mark 2:15-17
15 And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining
with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 And the scribes
of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to
his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” * And when Jesus heard
it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Song of Praise 481
Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus
O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?
There’s light for a look at the Savior,
And life more abundant and free!

Chorus
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in his wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace.

Through death into life everlasting

He passed, and we follow him there;

Over us sin no more hath dominion-
For more than conqu'rors we are! (Chorus)

His Word shall not fail you— he promised;
Believe him, and all will be well:
Then go to a world that is dying,

His perfect salvation to tell! (Chorus)

The Lord’s Prayer / Pastoral Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come: thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Giving of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory: Lynne Fowlkes, flute
The God of Abraham Praise

Arranged by Joel Raney

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Sermon Series: Nehemiah: Rebuild, Restore, Renew
Rebuilding Through Trial: Nehemiah 6:1-16
Pastor Jeff Birch

6 Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies heard that |
had built the wall and that there was no breach left in it (although up to that time | had not set up
the doors in the gates), ? Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and let us meet together
at Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono.” But they intended to do me harm. 3 And | sent messengers to
them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why should the work stop while
I leave it and come down to you?” * And they sent to me four times in this way, and | answered
them in the same manner. ° In the same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with
an open letter in his hand. ®In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and Geshem also
says it, that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. And according
to these reports you wish to become their king. “ And you have also set up prophets to proclaim
concerning you in Jerusalem, ‘There is a king in Judah.” And now the king will hear of these
reports. So now come and let us take counsel together.” 8 Then I sent to him, saying, “No such
things as you say have been done, for you are inventing them out of your own mind.” ° For they
all wanted to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, and it will not be done.”
But now, O God, strengthen my hands.

1“Now when I went into the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who
was confined to his home, he said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple.
Let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are coming to kill you
by night.” ! But I said, “Should such a man as | run away? And what man such as | could go into
the temple and live? I will not go in.” > And | understood and saw that God had not sent him, but
he had pronounced the prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 2 For
this purpose he was hired, that | should be afraid and act in this way and sin, and so they could
give me a bad name in order to taunt me. * Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according
to these things that they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who
wanted to make me afraid.

1550 the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. ¢ And
when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own
esteem, for they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.

Hymn 599
Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need thy tender care;
In thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, thine we are.

We are thine; do thou befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep thy flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus ¢



Hear, O hear us when we pray;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear, O hear us when we pray.

Thou hast promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us,

Grace to cleanse and pow’r to free:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Let us early turn to thee;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Let us early turn to thee.

Early let us seek thy favor;
Early let us do thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior,
With thy love our bosoms fill:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still.

Benediction

Postlude



