MORNING WORSHIP CELEBRATION
The Lord’s Day
October 29, 2023
10:30 a.m.

Welcome & Announcements: Travis Skillingstad
Mission Update: Jessi Fincher

Prelude: Amy Reber, piano

Call to Worship: Psalm 66:1-4

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 2 sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 2 Say
to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies come cringing
to you. 4 All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your name.”’

The Invocation

Hymn of Praise 94 (vss. 1-4, 6)

How Firm a Foundation
How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

"Fear not, | am with you, O be not dismayed,;
For I am your God, and will still give you aid,;
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

"When through the deep waters I call you to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.

"When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply;
The flame shall not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

"The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, | will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake."



Confession of Sin: Pastor Mike Palombo
Need of Confession: Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?

Personal Confession of Sin

Corporate Confession of Sin (Unison)
O blessed Jesus, give me stillness of soul in You. Let Your mighty calmness reign in
me. Rule me, O King of Gentleness, King of Peace. Amen. (John of the Cross)

Assurance of Pardon: 1 Peter 3:18
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, ...

Song of Praise
Wonderful, Merciful Savior
Wonderful, merciful Savior,
Precious Redeemer and Friend;
Who would have thought that a Lamb could
Rescue the souls of men?
Oh, you rescue the souls of men.

You are the One that we praise,
You are the One we adore,
You give the healing and grace our
Hearts always hunger for,

Oh, our hearts always hunger for.

Counselor, Comforter, Keeper,
Spirit we long to embrace;
You offer hope when our hearts have
Hopelessly lost the way;
Oh, we hopelessly lost the way.

You are the One that we praise,
You are the One we adore,
You give the healing and grace our
Hearts always hunger for,

Oh, our hearts always hunger for.

Almighty, infinite Father,
Faithfully loving your own;
Here in our weakness you find us
Falling before your throne;

Oh, we’re falling before your throne.

You are the One that we praise,
You are the One we adore,
You give the healing and grace our



Hearts always hunger for,
Oh, our hearts always hunger for.

The Lord’s Prayer / Pastoral Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come: thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Giving of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory: Chancel Choir

Compassion Hymn
By Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend, arranged by Craig Courtney

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sermon Series: Nehemiah: Rebuild, Restore, Renew
The Foundation of God’s Word: Nehemiah 8:1-12
Pastor Jeff Birch

8 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra
the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. > So Ezra
the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could
understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the
women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book
of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose.
And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand,
and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left
hand. > And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people,
and as he opened it all the people stood. ¢ And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the
people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and
worshiped the LorD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the
people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from the
book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the
reading.

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught
the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.”
For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 1° Then he said to them, “Go your way.
Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day



is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 1! So the
Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” > And all
the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing,
because they had understood the words that were declared to them.

Hymn 598
Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land’
| am weak, but thou art mighty;
Hold me with thy pow’rful hand;
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more,
Feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through;
Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer,
Be thou sill my strength and shield,
Be thou sill my strength and shield.

When | tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s Destruction
Land me safe on Canaan’s side;
Songs of praises, songs of praises
| will ever give to thee,
| will ever give to thee.

Benediction

Postlude
*All songs covered by CCLI license #1257045



