
MORNING WORSHIP CELEBRATION 
The Lord’s Day 

March 12, 2023 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome & Announcements: Pastor Jeff Birch 

 

Prelude: Amy Reber 

Christ the King Medley 
 (O Worship the King, Come, Thou Almighty King) 

By Victor Labenske 
 

Call to Worship: Psalm 105:1-4 

Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples!  
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 3 Glory in his holy name; 

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! 4 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his 

presence continually! 

 

The Invocation  

 

Hymn of Praise 38 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice, like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

All praise we would render; O help us to see 

‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 

Confession of Sin 

     Need of Confession: Ephesians 4:20-24 
20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him 

and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to 

your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in 

the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in 

true righteousness and holiness. 

     Personal Confession of Sin 

     



 Corporate Confession of Sin (Unison) 

O Lord, You who are all merciful, take away my sins from me and enkindle within me 

the fire of Your Holy Spirit.  Take away this heart of stone from me and give me a 

heart of flesh and blood, a heart to love and adore You, a heart which may delight in 

You, love You, for Christ’s sake. Amen. (Ambrose of Milan, a 4th Century Bishop) 

     Assurance of Pardon: Ephesians 5:1-2 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us 

and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

Song of Praise  

Before the Throne of God Above 

Before the throne of God above  

I have a strong, and perfect plea, 

A great High Priest whose name is love,  

Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

My name is graven on his hands,  

My name is written on his heart; 

I know that while in heav’n he stands  

No tongue can bid me thence depart,  

No tongue can bid me thence depart.  

 

When Satan tempts me to despair,  

And tells me of the guilt within,  

Upward I look and see him there  

Who made an end to all my sin. 

Because the sinless Savior died,  

My sinful soul is counted free;  

For God the just is satisfied  

To look on him and pardon me,  

To look on him and pardon me. 

 

Behold him there, the risen Lamb,  

My perfect spotless righteousness,  

The great unchangeable “I Am”,  

The King of glory and of grace. 

One with himself I cannot die,  

My soul is purchased by his blood;   

My life is hid with Christ on high,  

With Christ, my Savior and my God,  

With Christ, my Savior and my God. 

 

I bow before the cross of Christ,  

And marvel at this love divine, 

God’s perfect Son was sacrificed  

To make me righteous in God’s eyes. 

This river’s depths I cannot know, 



But I can glory in its flood;  

The Lord Most High has bowed down low, 

And poured on me his glorious love, 

And poured on me his glorious love. 

 

This river’s depths I cannot know, 

But I can glory in its flood;  

The Lord Most High has bowed down low, 

And poured on me his glorious love, 

And poured on me his glorious love. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) / Pastoral Prayer                                         

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come: thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

 

Offertory: Chancel Choir 

How Sweet and Awesome 
By Joey Hoelscher 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Sermon Series: Lent (Encountering Jesus) 

The Hope of Glory 

Luke 9:28-36 

Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up 

on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his 

clothing became dazzling white. 30 And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and 

Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at 

Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they 

became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 And as the men 

were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make 

three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 As 

he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they 

entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen 

One; listen to him!” 36 And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent 

and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. 

 

 



Hymn 500 (verses 1-2) 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me 

Let me hide myself in thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure, 

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 

 

Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfil thy law's demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears for ever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and thou alone. 

 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Hymn 500 (verses 3-4) 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 

Simply to thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the Fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See thee on thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in thee. 

 

The Benediction                                                        

 

Postlude 
                                              *All songs covered by CCLI license #1257045 

 


