
MORNING WORSHIP CELEBRATION 
The Lord’s Day 

March 19, 2023 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome & Announcements: Pastor Jeff Birch 

 

Prelude: Amy Reber 

Great is Thy Faithfulness/Libestraum 
Arranged by Dino Kartsonakis 

 

Call to Worship: Isaiah 55:1 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, 

    come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
 

The Invocation  

 

Hymn of Praise 164 (verses 1-4, 6) 

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

My great Redeemer's praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

The triumphs of his grace. 

 

My gracious Master and my God, 

Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad, 

The honors of thy name. 

 

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 

That bids our sorrows cease; 

'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 

'Tis life and health and peace. 

 

He breaks the pow'r of reigning sin, 

He sets the pris'ner free; 

His blood can make the foulest clean, 

His blood availed for me. 

 

Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, 

Your loosen'd tongues employ; 

Ye blind, behold your Savior come; 

And leap, ye lame, for joy. 

Confession of Sin 

     Need of Confession: Isaiah 55:2 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which 

does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in 

rich food. 

     Personal Confession of Sin 



     Corporate Confession of Sin (Unison) 

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ You came among us as light shining in 

darkness.  We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be 

good.  We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for 

less.  Forgive our doubt and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of 

Your grace and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen. (Book of Common 

Worship) 

     Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 55:6-7 

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked 

forsake his way,  and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he 

may have compassion on him,  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 

Song of Praise  

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure, 

That he should give his only Son 

To make a wretch his treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss; 

The Father turns his face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the man upon a cross, 

My sin upon his shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 

Call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held him there 

Until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life 

I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything, 

No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from his reward? 

I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart: 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

But this I know with all my heart: 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) / Pastoral Prayer                                         

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come: thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we 



forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

 

Offertory                         Cheryl Tabler, alto, Harold Parker, tenor 

Here I Am, Lord 
By John Michael Talbot 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Sermon Series: Lent (Encountering Jesus) 

Lost and Found 

Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and 

the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

 
11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 

‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between 

them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far 

country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent 

everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and 

hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed 

pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than 

enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to 

him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But 

while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced 

him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 

quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And 

bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is 

alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 

and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he 

said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 

received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out 

and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and 

I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 

my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 

you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 



that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and 

is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

Installation of Michael D. Palombo   

     Introduction: RE Jim Hildebrand, Presider 

     Questions for Assistant Pastor: RE Bob Patton  

     Questions for Congregation: RE Russ Murry 

     Prayer/Laying on of Hands  

     Pronouncement 

     Charge to the Pastor: TE Josh Garrett 

     Charge to the Congregation: TE Jeff Birch  

 

Hymn 32 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not; thy compassions, they fail not; 

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 

(Chorus) 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see: 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided -   

Great is thy faithfulness,  

Lord, unto me!  

 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Chorus) 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Chorus) 

 

The Benediction: TE Michael Palombo                                                    

 

Postlude 
                                              *All songs covered by CCLI license #1257045 

 


