
MORNING WORSHIP CELEBRATION 
The Lord’s Day 

July 28, 2024 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome & Announcement: Pastor Jeff Birch 

 

Prelude: Amy Reber, piano 

Abide with Me, (tune: Eventide) 
Arranged by Mark Hayes 

 

Call to Worship: 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 
10 Therefore David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly. And David said: 

“Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 11 Yours, O Lord, is the 

greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the 

heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head 

above all. 12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power 

and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. 13 And now we thank 

you, our God, and praise your glorious name. 

 

The Invocation         

 

Hymn of Praise 347 (vv. 1-3, 5-6) 

The Church’s One Foundation 

The church's one foundation 

Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is his new creation 

By water and the Word: 

From heav'n he came and sought her 

To be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her, 

And for her life he died. 

 

Elect from ev'ry nation, 

Yet one o'er all the earth, 

Her charter of salvation 

One Lord, one faith, one birth; 

One holy name she blesses, 

Partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses, 

With ev'ry grace endued. 

 

Though with a scornful wonder 

Men see her sore oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, 

By heresies distressed, 



Yet saints their watch are keeping, 

Their cry goes up, "How long?" 

And soon the night of weeping 

Shall be the morn of song. 

 

'Mid toil and tribulation, 

And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation 

Of peace forevermore; 

Till with the vision glorious 

Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great church victorious 

Shall be the church at rest. 

 

Yet she on earth hath union 

With God the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion 

With those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holy! 

Lord, give us grace that we, 

Like them, the meek and lowly, 

On high may dwell with thee. 

 

Confession of Sin  

Need of Confession: Luke 9:23-24 
23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for my sake will save it. 

Personal Confession of Sin 

Corporate Confession of Sin (Unison)  

Merciful Lord, we confess that with us there is an abundance of sin, but in you there is 

the fullness of righteousness and abundance of mercy.  We are spiritually poor, but you 

are rich and in Jesus Christ came to be merciful to the poor.  Strengthen our faith and 

trust in you.  We are empty vessels that need to be filled; fill us.  We are weak in faith; 

strengthen us.  We are cold in love; warm us, and make our hearts fervent for you that 

our love may go out to one another and to our neighbors.  Through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon: Romans 8:1 
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.   

 

Affirmation of Faith: The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 

visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by 



the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; he was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again, according to 

the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; he shall 

come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who 

spoke by the prophets. I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 

one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 

life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise  

Behold Our God 

Who has held the oceans in his hands? 

Who has numbered ev’ry grain of sand? 

Kings and nations tremble at his voice. 

All creation rises to rejoice. 

 

Behold our God, seated on his throne. 

Come, let us adore him. 

Behold our King, nothing can compare, 

Come let us adore him! 

 

Who has given counsel to the Lord? 

Who can question any of his words? 

Who can teach the one who knows all things? 

Who can fathom all his wondrous deeds? 

 

Behold our God, seated on his throne. 

Come, let us adore him. 

Behold our King, nothing can compare, 

Come let us adore him! 

 

Who has felt the nails upon his hand, 

Bearing all the guilt of sinful man? 

God eternal, humbled to the grave, 

Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign! 

 

Behold our God, seated on his throne. 

Come, let us adore him. 

Behold our King, nothing can compare, 

Come let us adore him! 

 

Behold our God, seated on his throne. 

Come, let us adore him. 

Behold our King, nothing can compare, 

Come let us adore him! 



The Lord’s Prayer (unison)/Pastoral Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come: thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 

 

Offertory: Chancel Choir 

Psalm 8 (How Majestic Is Your Name) 
Arranged by Cliff Duren 

 

Doxology 733 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

(During this song, children ages 4 thru 2nd grade may go to Children’s Worship) 

 

Sermon Series: Summer in the Psalms: Cultivating Communion with God 

Cultivating Honesty 

Psalm 137 

Pastor Jeff Birch 

By the waters of Babylon, 

    there we sat down and wept, 

    when we remembered Zion. 
2 On the willows there 

    we hung up our lyres. 
3 For there our captors 

    required of us songs, 

and our tormentors, mirth, saying, 

    “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
4 How shall we sing the LORD's song 

    in a foreign land? 
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 

    let my right hand forget its skill! 
6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, 

    if I do not remember you, 

if I do not set Jerusalem 

    above my highest joy! 
7 Remember, O LORD, against the Edomites 

    the day of Jerusalem, 

how they said, “Lay it bare, lay it bare, 

    down to its foundations!” 
8 O daughter of Babylon, doomed to be destroyed, 



    blessed shall he be who repays you 

    with what you have done to us! 
9 Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones 

    and dashes them against the rock! 

Hymn 629 

 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

What a Friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry  

Everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry  

Everything to God in prayer! 

 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Are we weak and heavy laden, 

Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                            
All songs covered by CCLI license #1257045 

 


