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Maples Family,

August always feels different. January begins a new calendar, but August brings an entirely new season of
life. Over the past few weeks, this has become more obvious.

Teachers are already back in school preparing classrooms. This week MMUMC provided a light breakfast
for teachers at Olive Branch Elementary School, and the teachers there were excited about the
possibilities of the year. Students and parents are hopeful for what this school year brings. And at
MMUMC, our rhythm changes, too. We’re anticipating something new as well.

This new season is not accidental. In God's abundant grace, God gives us opportunities to begin again.
Most new beginnings arrive without a lot of attention: the start of a Bible study, a conversation at the
church, or a decision to enter more fully into the life God offers.

Lately, I've been talking with people about taking their next step with Jesus. Not everyone is taking the
same next step, but God invites us to take one nonetheless.

As fall begins, you'll find opportunities to do just that all around you: worship, Sunday school, children's
ministry, youth ministry, music, missions, and fellowship. These are not events to fill your calendar. These
are moments that change our lives and help us experience God's grace together.

I'm praying this new beginning doesn't become just another busy season. | pray it becomes an
opportunity for us to become part of what God is doing..

So bring your encouragement. Bring your gifts. Bring your active presence.
God is not through with His story in Maples, or in our lives.
| look forward to seeing what God has in store for us.
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Bro. Kerry Powell

WHERE FAITH MEETS ACTION.




Dates to Remember

August 2 ..o, Back to School Blessings (both services)
........................................................... Acolyte Training & Refresher Session
August 3 ..o, Desoto County Student’s first day back
AUGUSE A Lo GriefShare begins
AUGUST D Lo Fall Kick-off
AUuGUSE 12 Lo Youth Connection Groups resume
................................................................................ Chancel Choir gathering
AUGUSE 13 Olive Branch Food Pantry
T U A < TPt Maples Men’s Ministry
AUGUSE 16 i Leadership Team Meeting
............................................................... Maples Kids Missions & Me begins
........................................................................ Youth Sunday Night resumes
AugUSt 19 Lo Chancel Choir Rehearsal resumes
................................................................. Youth Connection Groups resume
AUGUSE 22 e Carnivorous Dinner
August 30 ..., “One Church, One Calling” Unity Service & Meal
Monthly Budget Offering Reports (designated giving excluded)
JUIY $45,732.38  December 2025.......... $90,970.35
June ...coooeeiecee $52,349.95 November .................. $45,911.50
May ...eeeeeeeeeeciieeee. $42,212.47  October ........cocvee... $42,350.50
APHl $43,368.70  September.................. $43,636.95
March........ccoeeevvineen... $46,086.00  August........ccccoueerennen. $44,891.45
February.......cccocceeeen. $76,775.67  July....ccooiecrieeer, $42,442.00
January 2026 .............. $42,709.56  June ......ccoeeeereennennnnn $46,200.95
Weekly Attendance/Budget Giving Reports
Sunday School Worship Services Giving
JUly 5. 49 i, 115 e $9,367.43
JUuly 12, A 152, $12,172.00
July 19, 52 e 129 $4,320.00
July 26, B5. i 137 e $6,812.00
Sunday Morning Volunteers in Augqust
Traditions Worship Ushers/Greeters:
Aug 2........ Ushers: Eason Treadway, Ron Tucker, Ryan Barnes and
.................. Ashley Bowlan. Greeter: Elizabeth Sanders. Acolyte: Cori

.................. Rice.

Aug?9........ Ushers: Larry Bright, Pat Dorr, Eason Treadway and Ron
.................. Tucker. Greeter: Rose Tobey. Acolyte: Reagan Crain.

Aug 16 ...... Ushers: Ryan Barnes, Ashley Bowlan, Larry Bright and Pat
.................. Dorr. Greeter: Jill Sitton. Acolyte: Audrey Barnes.

Aug 23 ....... Ushers: Eason Treadway, Ron Tucker, Ryan Barnes and
.................. Ashley Bowlan. Greeter: Becky Bright. Acolyte: Elle Webster.
Aug 30...... Ushers: Larry Bright, Pat Dorr, Eason Treadway and Ron
.................. Tucker. Greeter: Earnestine Turner. Acolyte: Cori Rice.

Aug“St Bll'thdays

August 1: Laurie Sprabery
August 2: Pat Dorr
Chad Webster
August 3: Leigh Ellen Doddridge
August 4: John David Nelson
August 6: Caysee Sanders
August 10: Adam Kirchhoff
August 11: Curtis Woodward
August 12: Anna Ruth Fowler
August 13: Eason Treadway
August 14: Zelle Eye
August 15: Noah Nelson
Alison Webster
Pam Adams
August 16: Lent Ross
August 17: Trev Sprabery
August 20: Jane Roman
August 23: Shawn Braddock
August 24: Alex Billions
Holly Hunter
August 27: Becky Bright
August 30: Annie Orr
August 31: Eileen Assadollahi

Contact the church office if your name is not on the birthday list.

Memorials Received

In memory of Duane Herrington by:
Virginia Miller
Jeanette Wallace
Martha Doddridge Vanderburg
Elaine Smith

The altar flower sign-up sheet is available at
the information desk. The cost to provide
altar flowers is $42.50. Please sign up for

the date you would like to honor or
remember a loved one.

Prayer Concerns
Home Bound: Carol McOlgan; Margaret Peden.

Military: Jadzia Pacenza; Mary Murphy; Adam
Kirchhoff; Connor Tapley; Aaron James; Jimarco
White; Ben Vanderburg; Emma Magnuson; Josh
Tow; Matthew Roach; Alexandra Raburn.

Other Requests: Zelle Eye; Libby Dorr; Rebecca
Thomas’ mother; Steve Stone Jr.; Family of
Brenda Love; Tamara Young; Ginger Hunter;
Ronnie Downs; Jeanette Wallace; Cindy Baneck’s
brother-in-law, Gary; Lillian Kimmons; Dave
Wicker & family in the loss of his dad; Carolyn
Rikard; Anna Fortenberry; Deborah Clark Carrier;

Dennis Treadway; Bea Ann Pearce. Please contact
the church office or let a staff member know if you or a family
member has any upcoming surgeries scheduled or you know of
someone in the hospital.




GriefShare starts Tuesday, Auqust 4,
2-4 p.m. in room 118

GriefShare is a support group to help you move through the
grief process. It is a safe, welcoming place where people
understand the difficult emotions of grief. Through this 13-week
group, you'll discover what to expect in the days ahead and
what’s “normal” in grief. Since there are no neat, orderly stages
of grief, you'll learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its
unpredictability -and gain solid support each step of the way.
Contact Jane Downs or the church office if you are interested

in attending.

Maples Youth

Maples Youth will resume Connection Groups on Wednesday,
August 12, at 6:00 p.m., and Sunday Night Youth on Sunday,

August 16, at 5:00 p.m. All youth are
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Acolyte Training and Refresher

We will have an acolyte training and refresher session on
Sunday, August 2™ at 12 p.m. following the 11 a.m. service. A
quick lunch will be served before we

teach and welcome our new acolytes "4
as we refresh our skills and Agg%yte
remember the importance of this o

special service opportunity. MlnlStry

invited to join us for food, fellowship,
Bible study, and fun as we kick off a
new season together! See Eason or
Hudson Treadway for more
information.

Maples Men’s Ministry
Maples Men’s Ministry will resume their monthly meetings on
August 15 at 8:00 a.m. in room 181. Meetings are held the third
Saturday of each month. All men are invited to attend for a time
of fellowship and a delicious breakfast. Please see Dave
Kirchhoff if you have any questions.

Maples Chancel Choir

The Maples Chancel Choir will enjoy a time of fellowship on
Wednesday, August 12, before resuming regular rehearsals on
Wednesday, August 19, at 6:30 p.m. Rehearsals are held each
Wednesday evening at 6:30

3 “tta p.m., and the choir is always
looking for new voices! If you
enjoy singing, we invite you to
join us. For more information,
please see Dr. Joey Lott.

Maples Ladies Ministry

The Maples Ladies Ministry will resume its monthly meetings
on Tuesday, September 8, at 11:00 a.m. in Room 118.
Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month. All
women are invited to join as they joyfully support and
encourage one another while serving Maples and our
community, all to the glory of God.

T.0.P.S. Weight Loss

T.0.P.S. is a weight loss group that meets each Thursday at
10AM in room 118. Anyone is welcome to join! Dues are only
$5 a month. T.O.P.S. can help you reach your weight loss
goals by providing you with the tools, information, support, and
accountability to be successful. For more information contact
Beverly at 662-893-2986 or Margaret at 901-581-6101.

Dip & Devotion

Bring your favorite dip to share as we enjoy a time of devotion
and fellowship together. Let’s grow in Christ, serve our
community, and have a great time together! For more details,
reach out to Jennifer Bland or Leigh - -
Ellen Doddridge. We can’t wait to

see you there! Beginning September -
17 Dip & Devotion will meet the third
Thursday of each month at 6:00

p.m. in Wesley Hall.

Ministry Opportunities

Little Free Pantry

Maples' provides this resource to anyone anytime - day or
night. You can sign up at mapleschurch.org to fill the pantry on
a particular day or if you are unable to commit to signing up to
fill the pantry, please know you are always welcome to swing
by and drop off a few items without signing up.

Olive Branch Food Pantry

Maples serves at the Olive Branch Food Panty the second
Thursday of each month from 5:45-8:00. p.m. The pantry is
located at 10947 Hwy 178.

Unity Service, August 30 at 10:00 a.m.
Join us for our Unity Service as we celebrate our theme, "One
Church, One Calling." We will have a combined worship
service at 10:00 a.m. Then, following the service, everyone is
invited to enjoy a churchwide meal and fellowship. During
worship, we will hear from several of our church ministries as
they share how God is at work through their service. We hope
you will join us for this special day as we celebrate being one
church united in Christ.

Maples Chapel is open before and after Sunday School,
worship services, and any church event or meeting. We invite
you to use this sacred space for a few moments of quiet
reflection, prayer, and personal connection with God. To
support your prayer time, the Maples Ladies Ministry has
provided mini prayer shawl cloths. These small prayer cloths

+ @ are intended to help focus your prayers and remind

you of God's presence and care. Feel free to use

one during your time in the chapel and take one
home to continue your prayers throughout the week.




Maples welcomes the Assadollahi family
© r\ On Sunday, July 12,
Q CK - TO-S CH o Maples joyfully welcomed
6 s O( the Assadollahi family into
. our church family. Andrew
Assadollahi joined by
Profession of Faith, Christie
Assadollahi transferred her
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 membership from Union
DURING WORSHIP Baptist Church, and Eileen
SERVICES S Assadollahi was baptized
p=—— and welcomed into the Preparatory Membership Roll. We celebrate
S <2 these important steps of faith and are grateful to have the
Assadollahi family as part of the Maples community.
_r'-j 'A I lq(;? °°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°° ¢ Bridal Shower for Sarah Kirchhoff
Y _.[ E— On June 28, the Maples family
1 l_l j_‘l—' :)_r'j_r':l‘ gathered to shower Sarah Kirchhoff
BLOCK PARTY and Sam Pedonti with love and well
. wishes as they prepare for their

wedding. The couple will be married
on October 24 in Tallahassee,
Florida. We extend our heartfelt
congratulations and pray God's
richest blessings on Sarah and Sam
as they begin this exciting new
chapter together.
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Bring your tailgate tents, outdoor games,
chairs, appetite, and friendly faces for an
afternoon of food, fellowship, and fun!

Backpacks for Candlelight

As the new school year begins, Maples was blessed to provide more
than 44 backpacks for the children of the Candlelight Community.
The backpacks were delivered on Sunday, July 26, ensuring
students had the supplies they needed before the first day of school.
Thank you to everyone who generously donated and helped make
this outreach ministry possible. We pray these backpacks will be a
blessing to

A SERIES ON MISSION the children
AND SERVICE FOR

CHILDREN 157 - 5™ ; and families
as they
o < begin a
AUGUST 16 -'SEPTEMBER 20 g
SUNDAY NIGHTS 5PM - 7:30PM new school
[ year.
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Senior Pastor, Rev. Kerry Powell @ Worship Arts Pastor, Dr. Joey Lott
Director of Children & Family Ministries, Christi Rice e Director of Youth Ministry, Eason Treadway
Administrative Secretary, Gail Ross e Organist, Allen Sanders e Instrumentalist, Nelson Coile

Maples Memorial United Methodist Church
P. O. Box 213, Olive Branch, MS 38654
Phone: 662-895-2279
Website: www.mapleschurch.org
Facebook: facebook.com/mapleschurch

Reaching Up...Reaching Within...Reaching Out.



