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Vacation Bible school on Snowball Mountain was 

a big success with a great turnout. Everyone 

enjoyed the activities, and the children engaged 

with the stories. We listened to stories about 

Esther, the widow's offering, Jesus praying in the 

garden, and Peter and John healing a man. 

Throughout the week we talked about how we 

get our strength from God and everyone 

memorized Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things 

through him who strengthens me".  Along with 

great crafts, fun games, and cool science 

projects, we also talked about missions. This 

year's mission recipient was the Destiny Center. 

The children were able to present 5 tied fleece 

blankets for their seniors and $270 for their 

summer food initiative that benefits children in 

DeSoto County.   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026—SNOWBALL MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE 



Dates to Remember 

July 4 (church office closed July 3) ............................................ Happy 4th of July 

July 9 .................................................................... Olive Branch Food Pantry 

July 11 ................................ Maples Kids packing lunches at Destiny Center 

July 19 ................................................................. Leadership Team Meeting 

July 25 ............................................................................... Carnivorous Meal 

July 31 .............................................. Desoto County School’s first day back  

Monthly Budget Offering Reports  (designated giving excluded) 

June ........................... $52,349.95 

May ............................ $42,212.47 

April ............................ $43,368.70 

March ......................... $46,086.00 

February ..................... $76,775.67 

January 2026 ............. $42,709.56 

 

December 2025 .......... $90,970.35 

November  .................. $45,911.50 

October....................... $42,350.50 

September .................. $43,636.95 

August ........................ $44,891.45 

July ............................. $42,442.00 

June............................ $46,200.95 

Weekly Attendance/Budget Giving Reports 

 Sunday School Worship Services Giving 

June 7.............................. 55 ............................. 138 ................. $14,848.95 

June 14 ........................... 53 ............................. 157 ................... $9,405.00 

June 21 ........................... 59 ............................. 137 ................... $6,296.00 

June 28 ........................... 52 ............................. 125 ................... $2,837.00 

Sunday Morning Volunteers in July 

Traditions Worship Ushers/Greeters:  

July 5 ........ Ushers: Ryan Barnes, Ashley Bowlan, Larry Bright and Pat 

 .................. Dorr. Greeter: Becky Bright.  

July 12 ...... Ushers: Eason Treadway, Ron Tucker, Ryan Barnes and 

 .................. Ashley Bowlan. Greeter: Earnestine Turner.  

July 19 ...... Ushers: Larry Bright, Pat Dorr, Eason Treadway and Ron 

 .................. Tucker. Greeter: Jeanette Wallace.  

July 26 ...... Ushers: Ryan Barnes, Ashley Bowlan, Larry Bright and Pat 

 .................. Dorr. Greeter: Rebecca Barnes.  

Prayer Concerns 

Home Bound: Carol McOlgan; Margaret Peden. 

Military: Jadzia Pacenza; Mary Murphy; Adam Kirchhoff; Connor Tapley; 

Aaron James; Jimarco White; Ben Vanderburg; Emma Magnuson; Josh 

Tow; Matthew Roach; Alexandra Raburn. 

Other Requests: Family of Duane Herrington; Amanda (DeStefanis) 

Littlejohn; John Stewart family; Neville & Kathy Vanderburg; Melissa 

Callahan; Ben & Ellie Armstrong; Colson; Anna Rotenberry; praise for birth 

of Gus Powell; praise for Youth Mission trip; Jeana Woods Benson; Maxwell 

family; Owen Olds; Annette McGee; Allen & Caysee Sanders; Margaret 

Sudduth & family; Those attending summer camp at Camp Lake Stephens; 

Dennis Treadway; Ronan Warax; Mary Jo Cook; Annelle Rose; Bea Ann 

Pearce.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2:  Mary-Kendall Wright 

Ted Roman 

July 6:  Sarah Kirchhoff 

July 7:  Caroline Strunk 

July 9:  Elizabeth Peel 

July 10:  Dennis Treadway 

July 15:  Lyndall Snyder 

July 16:  Frank Billions 

July 18:  Joan Hacker 

July 19:  Gail Ross 

July 22:  Anita Scholl 

July 23:  Fred Vanderburg 

July 25:  Elizabeth Sanders 

July 26:  John Cetto 

July 27:  Jane Downs 

Contact the church office if your name is not on the birthday list. 

T.O.P.S. Weight Loss 

T.O.P.S. is a weight loss group that meets each 

Thursday at 10AM in room 118. Anyone is 

welcome to join! Dues are only $5 a month. 

T.O.P.S. can help you reach your weight loss 

goals by providing you with the tools, information, 

support, and accountability to be successful. For 

more information contact Beverly at 662-893-2986 

or Margaret at 901-581-6101. 

Ministry Opportunities 

Little Free Pantry 

Maples' provides this resource to anyone anytime 

- day or night. You can sign up at 

mapleschurch.org to fill the pantry on a particular 

day or if you are unable to commit to signing up to 

fill the pantry, please know you are always 

welcome to swing by and drop off a few items 

without signing up. 

Olive Branch Food Pantry 

Maples serves at the Olive Branch Food Panty the 

second Thursday of each month from 5:45-8:00. 

p.m. The pantry is located at 10947 Hwy 178. 

The signup sheet for 2026 

altar flowers is available at 

the information desk. The 

cost of flowers is $42.50. 

GriefShare starts Tuesday, August 4, 2-4 p.m. in room 118  

GriefShare is a support group to help you move through the grief process.  

It is a safe, welcoming place where people understand the difficult emotions 

of grief. Through this 13-week group, you’ll discover what to expect in the 

days ahead and what’s “normal” in grief. Since there are no neat, orderly 

stages of grief, you’ll learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its 

unpredictability—and gain solid support each step of the way. Contact Jane 

Downs or the church office if you are interested in attending.  



Maples Youth Mission Trip to Kentucky 

Maples Youth Group recently had the opportunity to serve the community 

of Melber, Kentucky, and the surrounding area through a week of mission 

work and fellowship. Fifteen youth and five chaperones spent the week 

being the hands and feet of Jesus, sharing Christ’s love through service 

and demonstrating what it means to follow Him. 

The group quickly discovered that they work just as hard as they play—if 

not harder! While there was time for basketball, knockout, four-square, and 

mini golf, much of the week was devoted to worship, devotion, and service. 

The youth cleaned an entire gym and painted portions of its walls, 

organized and cleaned storage spaces at local churches, and assisted a 

church member whose home had suffered water damage. They also 

helped serve nearly 700 meals from a food truck and prepared more 

potatoes and pork chops than they could count. 

One of the most meaningful experiences of the week was preparing and 

sharing a meal with members of a local homeless community. After the 

meal, the group joined them for chapel, where Youth Director Eason 

Treadway shared a message of hope and faith. 

Through every project, meal, and conversation, our youth demonstrated 

Christ’s love in action. We are grateful for their servant hearts and for the 

impact they made on the lives of others throughout the week. 



Reaching Up...Reaching Within...Reaching Out. 

Maples Memorial United Methodist Church 
P. O. Box 213, Olive Branch, MS 38654 

Phone:  662-895-2279    

Website:  www.mapleschurch.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/mapleschurch 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Kerry Powell ● Worship Arts Pastor, Dr. Joey Lott  

Director of Children & Family Ministries, Christi Rice ● Director of Youth Ministry, Eason Treadway  

Administrative Secretary, Gail Ross ● Organist, Allen Sanders ● Instrumentalist, Nelson Coile 

 

MAPLES MAHJONG 
for Ministries 

Maples Dip and Devotion group hosted our first fundraiser on Saturday, 
June 13th. We had so much fun at our Mahjong for Missions social play 
at the church.  Not only did we have a morning filled with laughter and 

great prizes, we also raised $1600 to use supporting our community 
through Spaghetti Sermon, Supper Club at REBOS House (a sober living 

community for women), and our Maples youth group. Thanks to all 
who participated, and we look forward to doing it again! Dip and 

Devotion will start back on September 17th.  Come join us! 


