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Maples family, 

One question keeps coming up around here: Who is God calling us to be? Not just what events 

we’re going to host. Not just what programs we need to improve. But who is God calling Maples Me-

morial to become? 

Over the last few years, I believe we’ve already started to see part of that answer. 

When I first came to Maples, one of the things we sensed God calling us to do was get centered 

again in God’s Word. We’ve worked hard to center ourselves there—to let Scripture shape our wor-

ship, our decisions, and our direction. We’ve talked a lot about becoming more than a church people 

attend. We want to be a church that makes an impact. 

And I think we’re starting to see it. 

Seemingly small shifts have yielded stronger outreach efforts and deeper partnerships in our com-

munity. We’ve seen renewed energy in children’s and youth ministry. We’ve seen it in worship, in 

hospitality, in new faces, and in people stepping up to lead. 

Little by little, God has been giving us glimpses. 

In Acts 16, Paul has a vision in the night of a man saying, “Come over and help us.” That was it. No 

full plan. No roadmap. Just enough foresight for the next step. 

That seems to be how God works a lot of the time. 

He gives us enough light to be faithful today… and then enough light for tomorrow. 

I believe God is shaping us into a church that reaches up in worship, reaches within in discipleship, 

and reaches out in mission. 

And I believe the next few years could be some of the most meaningful in our history. Not because 

they’ll be easy, but because they can be faithful. 

So let’s keep praying. Let’s keep listening. And let’s keep taking the next faithful step. 

God is not finished with Maples Memorial. 

In fact, it feels like He may just be getting started. 

Blessings, 

Bro. Kerry 



Dates to Remember 

May 1 ................................................. Center Hill High School Choir Concert 

May 4 ............................................. Olive Branch High School Choir Concert 

May 5 ................................................. Lewisburg High School Choir Concert 

May 8 ................................................................................. Coro Rio Concert 

May 12 ....................................................................... Maples Ladies Ministry  

May 14 .................................................................. Olive Branch Food Pantry 

May 15 ....................................................................... Pat Lyon Piano Recital 

May 16 ........................................................................ Maples Men’s Ministry 

May 17 ................................................................. Leadership Team Meeting 

 ................................................................................... Baccalaureate Sunday 

May 18 ..................................... Men’s Golf Tournament at OB Country Club 

May 21 ............................................ Dip & Devotion Ministry at Leigh Ellen’s 

May 25 .................................................. Memorial Day (church office closed) 

Monthly Budget Offering Reports  (designated giving excluded) 

April ............................ $43,368.70 

March ......................... $46,086.00 

February ..................... $76,775.67 

January 2026 ............. $42,709.56 

December 2025 ......... $90,970.35 

November  ................. $45,911.50 

October ...................... $42,350.50 

September ................. $43,636.95 

August ........................ $44,891.45 

July ............................. $42,442.00 

June ............................ $46,200.95 

May ............................. $34,161.99 

April ............................ $43,443.70 

March ......................... $51,311.04 

April ............................ $43,443.70 

 

Weekly Attendance/Budget Giving Reports 

 Sunday School Worship Services Giving 

April 5 ............................... 63 ............................ 258..................$13,528.00 

April 12 ............................. 58 ............................ 111....................$8,076.00 

April 19 ............................. 59 ............................ 156....................$6,647.00 

April 26 ........ ……………..65 ............................ 159....................$4,047.00 

Maples Kids 

Maples Kids are very excited and 

eager to help Dr. Joey Lott lead a few 

aspects of our 11am worship service 

on the Day of Pentecost (May 24th). 

They are working with Dr. Lott during 

their Grace & Me class to make 

some memorable moments during 

this very special service. 

Sunday Morning Volunteers in May 

Traditions Worship Ushers/Greeters:  

May 3 ........ Ushers: Ryan Barnes, Ashley Bowlan, Larry Bright and Pat   

 .................. Dorr. Greeter: Elizabeth Sanders. Acolyte: Emma Carsten. 

May 10 ...... Ushers: Eason Treadway, Ron Tucker, Ryan Barnes and 

 .................. Ashley Bowlan. Greeter: Jill Sitton. Acolyte: Reagan Crain. 

May 17 ...... Ushers: Larry Bright, Pat Dorr, Eason Treadway and Ron 

 .................. Tucker. Greeter: Becky Bright. Acolyte: Elle Webster. 

May 24 ...... Ryan Barnes, Ashley Bowlan, Larry Bright and Pat   

 .................. Dorr. Greeter: Earnestine Turner. Acolyte: Audrey Barnes. 

May 31 ...... Ushers: Eason Treadway, Ron Tucker, Ryan Barnes and 

 .................. Ashley Bowlan. Greeter: Jeanette Wallace. Acolyte:Cori Rice. 

Prayer Concerns 

Home Bound: Carol McOlgan; Margaret Peden. 

Military: Jadzia Pacenza; Mary Murphy; Adam 

Kirchhoff; Connor Tapley; Aaron James; Jimarco 

White; Ben Vanderburg; Emma Magnuson; Josh 

Tow; Matthew Roach; Alexandra Raburn. 

Other Requests: Adrienne Warax & son; Tasker 

family; Katie Strawn family; Lauren Bayless; 

Rebecca Thomas; Katie Eleazer; Steve Stone Jr.; 

Family of Jim & Linda Green; Jonathan Lott; Tara 

Miller; Mary Jo Cook; Ronnie Downs; Annelle 

Rose; Ginger Hunter; Caysee & Allen Sanders; 

Teresa Owens; Johnny Eddlemon; Bea Ann 

Pearce; Stew Church; Robert Waltman; Chris 

Austin. 

May 1: Lance Wallace 
May 2: Jeanette Wallace 

May 4: Don Eye 

Elaine Smith 

May 6: Ruth Allen 

May 7: Mike Sowell 

May 9:  Carol Young 

May 13:  Fran Wallace 

May 14:  Ricky Pacenza 

May 19:  Sam Thomas 

May 26:  Brian Walhood 

May 28:  Steven Farabee 

May 29:  Corey Jones 

Tyler Barnes 

May 30:  Rev. Bud Gordon 
Contact the church office if your name is not on the birthday list. 

 

Dip & Devotion 

Dip & Devotion Ministry took a taco bar and 

Nothing Bundt Cakes to share with Rebos, a 

sober living house in Memphis. They visited with 

the women and played gift card bingo! 



Youth Summer Mission Trip June 13-18 

The youth will be serving Kentucky counties of Paducah, 

Mayfield and Melber and will stay at the Melber Baptist Church 

Family Life Center. Service opportunities include food truck 

ministry, Mt. Zion construction and First Missionary Baptist 

Church. The cost is $250. See Eason or Hudson Treadway for 

additional information. 

Vacation Bible School 2026 
VBS is coming up June 8-11 from 6pm-8pm! Join us for an 

exciting winter sports event, where children become 

challengers gearing up for frosty games, snowy surprises, and 

hands-on lessons about resilience and faith. The registration 

site is up and ready for you to jump in. We are looking for 

excited children to register for the event as well as eager 

volunteers to make this a memorable time for 

everyone. If you have any questions regarding 

your child or a volunteer position, please reach 

out to Christi Rice (christi@mapleschurch.org). 

Or scan the QR code to register! We can't wait 

to see all of you there! 

Maples Men’s Ministry’s Annual Golf Tournament 
All men and women are invited to play or volunteer! Lunch and 

registration begin at 11:30 AM, followed by a shotgun start at 

1:00 PM. Enjoy a day of friendly competition while supporting 

outreach, community service, and ministry efforts that make a 

real impact in our community. Lunch will be provided by Award 

Winning Chef Ben Vaughn of Sow Project. Entry fee is $500 

per team, or $125 for an individual. Hole sponsorships are also 

available. Contact Kevin Bland (662-910-0557) or Dave 

Kirchhoff (662-403-7251) for more information. Whether you 

plan to play, sponsor, or volunteer, we would love for you to be 

part of this exciting event on May 18! 

Agape Sunday School Class       

at Rolling Hills 

Members of the Agape class recently 

spent an afternoon with the residents 

of Rolling Hills. They brought Masters-

themed snacks to add a festive touch 

and even set up for a little putting 

practice. It was a great time of 

community involvement.  

 

Fishing Rodeo with Candlelight Estates 

The Agape Sunday School Class recently hosted their 

annual Fishing Rodeo and Cookout with families from 

Candlelight Estates at Olive Branch City Park. Everyone 

enjoyed a wonderful day of fishing, food, fellowship, and fun 

together in the beautiful outdoors.  

mailto:christi@mapleschurch.org


Reaching Up...Reaching Within...Reaching Out. 

Maples Memorial United Methodist Church 
P. O. Box 213, Olive Branch, MS 38654 

Phone:  662-895-2279    

Website:  www.mapleschurch.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/mapleschurch 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Kerry Powell ● Worship Arts Pastor, Dr. Joey Lott  

Director of Children & Family Ministries, Christi Rice ● Director of Youth Ministry, Eason Treadway  

Administrative Secretary, Gail Ross ● Organist, Allen Sanders ● Instrumentalist, Nelson Coile 

 

Maples has been very influential to my life. I love going 

to youth group because all my friends are there and we 

get to learn about Jesus together. Doing volunteer work 

at Maples has helped me to grow as a person and 

realize how blessed I am. Being at Maples has also 

helped me in my life because I look forward to going to 

church and I grow closer to God.  

Next year, I plan to go to Northwest and eventually 

have a career in sports management. After Northwest I 

plan to attend Ole Miss.  

 Maples has been such an important part of my life and 

has always provided support and a strong sense of 

community. I am thankful for the friendships I have made 

and how much my faith has grown here. I have 

especially loved being involved in music and singing with 

Maples. I hope to continue that in college and stay 

connected to Maples while I'm away. 

I will be attending Mississippi College this fall to study 

biology, and I am considering a career in dentistry. 

Emma Hope Jefferson 

Noah Gray Nelson 


