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Maples welcomed the fall season with a fun-filled Block Party on August 9. Families and friends gathered for an evening of
good food, laughter, fellowship, and plenty of fun. The Agape Sunday School Class served hamburgers and hotdogs with all
the fixings, and afterwards everyone enjoyed a delicious homemade ice cream contest.

The evening offered something for everyone, with two giant water slides, a splash pad, and corn hole providing plenty of
entertainment. Bro. Kerry shared ways to get involved and connect at Maples, highlighting the many opportunities available
through our various groups and classes. Sign-up sheets were available for those interested in getting connected and finding a
place to participate.

It was a wonderful opportunity for the Maples family to spend time together and enjoy the fellowship that makes our church
family so special!

Congratulations to our Ice Cream Contest winners! Caysee Sanders took 1st place, followed by Bro. Kerry in 2nd place and
Christi Rice in 3rd place.




Dates to Remember

SepteMbDEr 1 ... GriefShare
September 7 ... Labor Day (church office closed)
September 8. Maples Ladies Ministry
...................................................................................................... GriefShare
September 10 ..., Olive Branch Food Pantry
September 11 ..., Tailgate at Lewisburg High School
September 13 ... Confirmation Class

................................................................................................ Missions & Me
...................................................................... Gospel of Matthew Bible Study

September 15 .. e GriefShare
September 17 ... Dip & Devotion Ladies Ministry
September 18 ... Youth 5th Quarter
September 19 ... Maples Men’s Ministry
September 20 ... Leadership Team meeting

.......................................................................................... Volunteer Training
......................................................................................... Confirmation Class
................................................................................................ Missions & Me
...................................................................... Gospel of Matthew Bible Study

September 22 GriefShare
SeptemMbEr 27 ... Big Serve
September 29 ... GriefShare
Monthly Budget Offering Reports (designated giving excluded)
August.....ccceerererne $44,747.79  January 2026.............. $42,709.56
JUIY o, $45,732.38  December 2025.......... $90,970.35
June ..o $52,349.95 November .................. $45,911.50
May ..ooooveeeiieeeeeei $42,212.47  October....................... $42,350.50
April ..o $43,368.70  September.................. $43,636.95
March .......ccoceeviieeen. $46,086.00 August........cccceuennen. $44,891.45
February.......cccccuu..... $76,775.67  July...ccocoveeeeiien. $42,442.00

Weekly Attendance/Budget Giving Reports

Sunday School Worship Services Giving
August2.......coovieiei, B8 135, $7,657.00
August 9 ... 75 158 $10,700.00
August 16.......cccvveevnnnenn. B5. e 139, $5,580.00
August 23......cccoeeieeiies 59, 145 $2,923.00
August 30........ccee.... NOSS...ooiiiiiieiieeeeee, 95, ., $3,845.00

Sunday Morning Volunteers in September
Traditions Worship Ushers/Greeters:

Sept 6 ....... Ushers: Ryan Barnes, Ashley Bowlan, Larry Bright and Pat
.................. Dorr. Greeter: Rose Tobey. Acolyte: James Sanders.

Sept 13 ..... Ushers: Eason Treadway, Ron Tucker, Ryan Barnes and
.................. Ashley Bowlan. Greeter: Becky Barnes. Acolyte: Wilson
.................. Webster.

Sept 20 ..... Ushers: Larry Bright, Pat Dorr, Eason Treadway and Ron
.................. Tucker. Greeter: Elizabeth Sanders. Acolyte: Elle Webster.

Sept 27 ..... Ushers: Ryan Barnes, Ashley Bowlan, Larry Bright and Pat
.................. Dorr. Greeter: Rose Tobey. Acolyte: Audrey Barnes.
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September 1:  Lynn Lott
September 6:  Sandra Bland

Daniel Braddock
September 8: Luke Bass
September9:  Teddy Maddox
September 13: Anden Jones

Shannon Suttlemyre

Aaron Hatch

April Hannaman
September 14:  Kristi Pacenza

Kaitlyn Billions
September 15:  Daniel Nelson
September 16:  Amy Turner

Sadie Herrington
September 17:  Clint Downs

Diane Wilhite
September 19:  Ruth Ellen Cetto

Ron Tucker Sr.
September 20: Paul Peel

John Michael Treadway
September 21:  Daniel Thomas
September 23: Connor Trest

Jonathan Bass
September 24:  Michelle Cummings
September 26: Carol McOlgan

Cori Rice

Becky Barnes
September 27:  Seth Nelson
September 30: Wiley Maddox

Prayer Concerns
Home Bound: Carol McOlgan; Margaret Peden.

Military: Jadzia Pacenza; Mary Murphy; Adam
Kirchhoff; Connor Tapley; Aaron James; Jimarco
White; Ben Vanderburg; Emma Magnuson; Josh
Tow; Matthew Roach; Alexandra Raburn.

Other Requests: Laci Martin & family; Ashlynn
Carrosco; Weeks family; Lillian Kimmons; Ronan
Warax; Rachel Bloodworth; Rick Fink; Geraldine &
Dale Read; Sanna Burleson; Lois Ketchum; the
brother of Suzanne Gossett; Zelle Eye; Libby Dorr;
Ronnie Downs; Jeanette Wallace; Dennis
Treadway; Bea Ann Pearce.

Maples Chapel is open before and after Sunday School, worship services, and any church event or meeting.

We invite you to use this sacred space for a few moments of quiet reflection, prayer, and personal connection with +
God. To support your prayer time, the Maples Ladies Ministry has provided mini prayer shawl cloths. These small
prayer cloths are intended to help focus your prayers and remind you of God's presence and care. Feel free to
use one during your time in the chapel and take one home to continue your prayers throughout the week.




GriefShare Tuesdays, 2-4 p.m. in room 118

GriefShare is a support group to help you move through the
grief process. It is a safe, welcoming place where people
understand the difficult emotions of grief. Through this 13-week
group, you'll discover what to expect in the days ahead and

's “ in grief. Since there are no neat, orderly stages

what’s “normal”
of grief, you'll learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its
unpredictability - and gain solid support each step of the way.
Contact Jane Downs or the church office if you are interested
in attending.

Maples Men’s Ministry

Maples Men’s Ministry meets the third Saturday of each month
in room 181 at 8:00 a.m. The September meeting will be
September 19. All men are invited to attend for a time of
fellowship and a delicious breakfast. Please see Dave Kirchhoff
if you have any questions.

Olive Branch Community Thrift Shop

Maples and First Global Methodist were responsible for the
operation of the Olive Branch Community Thrift Shop during
the month of July. We are excited to have raised a total of
$2892.00. The store is open on Fridays and Saturdays. Twice
a year monies are combined with other volunteer churches
earnings and distributed to local Desoto County charities such
as Together Ministry Center, Destiny
Center, Shop With a Cop, Overcoming
Addiction God's Way and several
others. Our great team of volunteers
includes Sanna Burlison, Cecelia
Gilkey, Pam Adams, Katherine Steele
and Beverly Williams. We are so
thankful for their faithful service.

Cecelia Gilkey & Pam Adams, Coordinators

Maples Ladies Ministry

The Maples Ladies Ministry will resume its monthly meetings
on Tuesday, September 8, at 11:00 a.m. in Room 118.
Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month. All
women are invited to join as they joyfully support and
encourage one another while serving Maples and our
community, all to the glory of God.

Dip & Devotion

Bring your favorite dip to share as we enjoy a time of devotion
and fellowship together. Let’s grow in Christ, serve our
community, and have a great time together! For more details,
reach out to Jennifer Bland or Leigh Ellen Doddridge. We can’t
wait to see you there! Beginning September 17 Dip & Devotion
will meet the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in
Wesley Hall.

T.0.P.S. Weight Loss

T.0.P.S. is a weight loss group that meets each Thursday at
10AM in room 118. Anyone is welcome to join! Dues are only
$5 a month. T.O.P.S. can help you reach your weight loss
goals by providing you with the tools, information, support, and
accountability to be successful. For more information contact
Beverly at 662-893-2986 or Margaret at 901-581-6101.

Presentation of Bibles to 3rd Graders
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As is a cherished Maples tradition, we presented our upcoming
third graders with a new Bible as they continue growing in their
faith. We pray that God’s Word will be a source of guidance,
encouragement, and wisdom for them in the years to come.

Ministry Opportunities

Little Free Pantry

Maples' provides this resource to anyone anytime - day or
night. You can sign up at mapleschurch.org to fill the pantry on
a particular day or if you are unable to commit to signing up to
fill the pantry, please know you are always welcome to swing
by and drop off a few items without signing up.

Olive Branch Food Pantry

Maples serves at the Olive Branch Food Panty the second
Thursday of each month from 5:45-8:00. p.m. The pantry is
located at 10947 Hwy 178.

Baptism
of
Beaux
Beckham
Zwirlein

Maples celebrated a special moment on Sunday, August 23,
as Beaux Beckham Zwirlein, son of Hannah Jo and Jack
Zwirlein, was baptized. We rejoice with the Zwirlein family and
celebrate this important step in Beaux’s journey of faith. May
God continue to bless and guide him throughout his life.
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Acolyte Training/Refresher & Installation

Acolytes have had a busy August at Maples! A training and refresher class was held for our returning acolytes as well as our two
newest members, providing an opportunity to review their responsibilities, refresh their skills, and reflect on the importance of this
special ministry in worship.

On August 9, Wilson Webster and James Sanders were installed as Maples’ newest acolytes and had the opportunity to serve
during the Traditions Service.

As the acolytes carry the light into the worship service, it symbolizes the presence of Jesus Christ among us. At the close of the

service, the light is carried back out, reminding us that we are called to carry the light of Christ into the world and serve wherever
we are called.

Back to School Blessings

On August 2, Maples gathered for a special time of prayer and
blessing over our students, teachers, school administrators, and all
those who play a role in caring for and supporting our young people.
We pray for a safe and successful school year, for opportunities to
learn and grow, and for new friendships and wonderful memories to
be made along the way.
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Senior Pastor, Rev. Kerry Powell « Worship Arts Pastor, Dr. Joey Lott
Director of Children & Family Ministries, Christi Rice e Director of Youth Ministry, Eason Treadway
Administrative Secretary, Gail Ross e Organist, Allen Sanders e Instrumentalist, Nelson Coile

Maples Memorial United Methodist Church
P. O. Box 213, Olive Branch, MS 38654
Phone: 662-895-2279
Website: www.mapleschurch.org
Facebook: facebook.com/mapleschurch

Reaching Up...Reaching Within...Reaching Out.



