Reflection Questions: Matthew 1:18-2:13
For the message, “God With Us” given by Pastor John Ferguson
at Mercy Hill Church on November 27, 2022

These reflection questions are designed to help you apply the message from the Scriptures
by helping you think through application to your personal life, your church life, and your city’s life.
You can use these by yourself for reflection, or with your family or small group for discussion.
To review the message, go to MercyHillBCS.org/resources/messages.

INTRODUCTION
Pray. Take a moment to pray asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture text.
Read the Scripture text: Matthew 1:18-2:13

1:18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but
before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was
faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a
son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.

25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem
2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the
people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in
Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:

6 “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.”

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go
and worship him.”

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until
it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”

Summary:
We learn from this birth narrative of Jesus something essential about his identity from his name, “Immanuel” (which

means, ‘God is with us’). And in this name, “Jesus,” God saves us from our sins. In Christ, God is with us and saves us
from our sins.



QUESTIONS
Introductory Questions:
¢ Do you generally look forward to the Christmas season? If yes, why? If no, why not?

e Do you find it a challenge to battle the sentimentality of this season?

1. Let’s think about how this text applies to our lives as individuals.

e What do you find hard to believe about the birth narrative of Jesus? What do you find easy to believe? And why?

e What do the names given to Jesus reveal to you about his identity? And what happens if we miss these keys to
understanding who Jesus is and what he has come to do?

2. Let’s think about how this text applies to us as a community of Jesus’ followers.

® How does this text keep us from becoming a community of self-righteous moralists?

® How does this text give focus to our community of faith & help us guard against the sentimentality of the season?

3. Let’s think about how this text applies to our city.

e How does this passage help us keep clear our message to our city?

e What kind of new life / future in Christ is this text calling our city to experience?

CONCLUSION QUESTION

What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change in your life?

PRAYER

What are some ways you can turn what you are learning into prayer? List them as bullet points....




