Kingdom-Minded
Shrewdness
— The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15 —










MY SOUL IS
MORE IMPORTANT
THAN MY STUFF




OTHER PEOPLE’S SOULS
MORE IMPORTANT
THAN MY STUFF




Kingdom-Minded
Shrewdness
— The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15 —




The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners
were all drawing near to him. 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbled,
saying, “This man receives sinners and
eats with them.”



“ThiS man receives sinners

and eats with them.”
N\ " S .




The Father’s
embrace means
there is always

grace greater

than our sin.




The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

1 He also said to his disciples, “There
was a rich man who had a manager,
and charges were brought to him that
this man was wasting his possessions.



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

2 And he called him and said, ‘What is
this that | hear about you? Turn in your
account of your management, for you
can no longer be manager.’
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The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

3 And the manager said to himself,
‘What shall | do, since my master iIs
taking the management away from
me? | am not strong enough to dig,
and | am ashamed to beg.’



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

4 1 have decided what to do, so that
when | am removed from manage-
ment, people may receive me into
their houses.



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

5 S0, summoning his master’s debtors
one by one, he said to the first, ‘How
much do you owe my master?’ 6 And
he said, ‘A hundred measures of oll.’
He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit
down quickly and write fifty.’



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

/ Then he said to another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred
measures of wheat.” He said to him,
‘Take your bill and write eighty.’
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s |t is likely that what the
steward deducted from
the bill was the interest
that the master had
been charging with a
higher rate on oil than
on wheat.




If he reduced the bill In
each case to the prin-
ciple, the simple amount
that had been lent, the
debtors wold be de-
lighted, but the master
couldn’t lay a charge
against the steward
without owning up
to his own shady
business practice.

N. T. Wright




What is your
assessment
of the
manager




The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

8 The master commended the dis-
honest manager for his shrewdness.






Key Observation

Jesus told this story to give an
example of how clever, intelli-
gent, and shrewd people can be
when their own best interests
compel them to act with foresight
regarding their future.



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

8 The master commended the dis-
honest manager for his shrewdness.
For the sons of this world are more
shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than the sons of light.



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

8 The master commended the dis-
honest manager for his shrewdness.

For

the sons of this world

dare more

shrewd In dealing with their own

generation

than the sons of light.




The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

8 The master commended the dis-
honest manager for his shrewdness.
Forthe sons of this world are more
deallng W|th thelr own
generalthn sons Ilgt




Key Thought

If the people of this world use what
resources they have to further their
own Interests, how much more
should the followers of Jesus use
what resources they have been
entrusted with to further the
interests of the kingdom of God.



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

9 And | tell you, make friends for your-
selves by means of unrighteous wealth,
so that when 1t fails they may receive
you into eternal dwellings.






The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

9 And | tell you, make friends for your-
selves by means of unrlghteous wealth
so that when it fails they may receive |
you into eternal dwellings.
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The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

9 And | tell you, make friends for your-

selves by means of worldly wealth, so

that when it fails, they may receive you
Into eternal dwellings.

— Christian Standard Bible —



Key Thought

We all think about the future,
but often we don’t think far
enough into the future,
that is, into eternity.



There is great gain
In godliness with
contentment, for we
brought nothing into this
world, and we cannot
take anything out of it.

The Apostle Paul
— 1 Timothy 6:6 —







Key Thought

Just like the manager shrewdly
prepared for his future in this life,
so too we ought to shrewdly prepare
for our future in the life to come.



Am | using the
resources |I’ve been
entrusted with for the
Kingdom of God?
Am | using my stuff
to make friends that
will last forever?




The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

10 One who is faithful in a very little is
also faithful in much, and the one who
Is dishonest in a very little is also dis-

honest iIn much.



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

11 If then you have not been faithful

In the unrighteous wealth, who will
entrust to you true riches? 12 And if
you have not been faithful in that which

Is another’s, who will give you that
which is your own?



Jesus of Nazareth
The Gospel of Matthew, ch. 25

His master said to
him, “Well done, good
and faithful servant.
You have been
faithful over a little; |
will set you over
much. Enter into the
joy of your master.”



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

13 No servant can serve two masters,
for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to the

one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and money.



1%},

You cannot serve
God and money.

Jesus of Nazareth
— The Gospel of Luke 16:13 —



Money says,

“It’s all about YOUR kingdom.”

Jesus says,

“It’s all about MY kingdom.”



“ThiS man receives sinners

and eats with them.”
N\ " S .




The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of
money, heard all these things, and they
ridiculed Jesus.






...those who desire
to be rich fall into
temptation, into a
share, into many

senseless and harmful
desires that plunge
people into ruin and
destruction.

The Apostle Paul
— 1 Timothy 6:9-10 —



For the love of money
Isa root of aII k| of
eV|I Itis through thls
craving that some have
wandered away from
the faith and pierced
themselves with many

pangs.

The Apostle Paul
— 1 Timothy 6:9-10 —



The Gospel of Luke 16:1-15

15 And he said to them, “You are those
who justify yourselves before men, but
God knows your hearts. For what is

highly exalted among men is an abomi-
nation in the sight of God.”



Important Question

Why does Luke record this
account iIn his historical
biography of Jesus?



People are far more important
than our stuff. Therefore, let’s
use our resources to make
friends that will last forever.




The #1 competitor to God for the loyalty
of your heart is the love of money.
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‘Let’s do a spiritual inventory

e Dt


https://pixabay.com/photos/pocket-watch-time-sand-clock-1637394/

For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus
Shrist, that though he
‘was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so
that you by his poverty
might become rich.

— 2 Corinthians 8:9 —



By this we know love,
that he laid down his
life for us, and we
ought to lay down our
lives for the brothers.
But if anyone has the
world's goods and sees
his brother in need, yet
closes his heart against
him, how does God's
love abide in him?

The Apostle John
— 1 John 3:16-18 —



Little children, let
us not love in word
or talk but in deed

and in truth.

The Apostle John
— 1 John 3:16-18 —
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Let’s Invest for

Eternal Friendships!



https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/silhouettes-happy-friends-raised-arms-against-1169685466

What kind of me
Is God calling
me to be




Thank you for giving to the Lord
| am a life that was changed
Thank you for giving to the Lord
| am so glad you gave

by Ray Boltz, “Thank You”
i — Song of the Year 1990 —




God is calling you and me to hre

smart, intelligent, savvy, and perceptlve

in the way we invest our time, talent, and
treasures for the glory of Christ & His
kingdom, and for the good of others.



https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/silhouettes-happy-friends-raised-arms-against-1169685466

Jesus is inviting us to be the kind ©
people who use our resources to
populate His kingdom by making friends
who will joyfully welcome us there.



https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/silhouettes-happy-friends-raised-arms-against-1169685466

May you be a people
who live with a
kingdom-minded
shrewdness using
your resources
to make friends that

will last forever.




