Imitating Christ’s Humility
— Philippians 2:1-11 (Pafteh) —
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Finding Joy/

PHILIPPIANS

Right Where You Are
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For those who
care, and |
understand if
you don’t: Today
| quit being a
Christian. I’'m out.




It’s simply impos-

L sible for me to

Ny “belong” to this

KR Y/ quarrelsome,

hostile, disputa-
tious, and
deservedly

infamous group.




For ten years,
| tried. I’'ve failed.
I’m an outsider.
My conscience will
allow nothing else.



| don't really like
disappointing all my
Christian friends and
contacts. | really
don't like it. It's pain-
ful. But | did what |
felt | had to do.

— Anne Rice, Author —
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What was

Jesus
known for







Imitating Christ’s Humility
— Philippians 2:1-11 (Pafteh) —


https://pixabay.com/photos/sparkler-holding-hands-firework-677774/
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Philippians 2

1 So if there is any encouragement in
Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection
and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by
being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of
one mind.



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit,
any affection and sympathy,
[then] complete my joy....



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,



So if there is

e

any encouragement Christ

This is one of Pauls favorite
descriptions of Christians
used over 60x to speak
about our union with Christ!



If anyone is in Christ,
he IS a hew creation.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17 —

Do you not realize
this about yourselves,
that Christ Jesus
IS In you?

— 2 Corinthians 13:5 —
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So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,

\

Jesus’ love?




o ‘ |
giherciore iffyou have any

| =

l



The Son of God
love me and gave
Himself for me.

— (alatians 2:20 —




So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,

\

Jesus’ love?

Paul’s love?
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So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,

/ Jesus’ love?
Paul’s love?

Their love for one another?
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So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,

/ Jesus’ love?
Paul’s love?

Their love for one another?

The Heavenly Father’s love for us?



Y aco

God is love. This is R a s
how God showed his Bk
love among us: He
sent his one and only
Son into the world
that we might live
through him.

The Apostle John
— 1 John 4:8-10 —



This is love: not
that we loved
God, but that he
loved us and sent
his Son as an
atoning sacrifice
for our sins.

FOaco

The Apostle John
— 1 John 4:8-10 —



God’s love has been
poured out into our
hearts through the
Holy Spirit, who has

been given to us.

— Romans 5:5 —




So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,

/ Jesus’ love?
Paul’s love?

Their love for one another?

The Heavenly Father’s love for us?



To be a Christian
IS to be immersed
into a new and on-
going experience |
of deep, soul-
satisfying love.

-~




So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit,



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,

e partlmpaflon n the Spirit,

ﬁaktnef‘o%//ﬂ / fe//o Wo%//ﬁ

1:5, “...because of your partnership
in the gospel from the first day until now.”



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit,
any affection and sympathy,



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit,

—_—

—_— === =

any affection and@ympathy,>

mef‘cy

“Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies™

and God of all comfort...”
—2 Corinthians 1:3 —



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit,
any affection and sympathy,
[then] complete my joy....



, Paul.
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So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,

any comfort from love,

any participation in the Spirit,

any affection and sympathy,
[then] complete my joy....

by being of the same mind,

having the same love,
being In full accord and
of one mind.



That’s not really
what | thought
he was going
to say. He wants
us to complete
his joy just by
getting along?
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Paul’s joy would be brought to completion not
by being released from prison, but the unity of
mind and affection of heart among Jesus’ people.



DENNIS E. JOHNSON

Christ’s grace
has turned Paul’s
heart inside out,
so that his joy
IS now bound up
in seeing his
Christians friends
grow more like
Jesus.



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,

any comfort from love,

any participation in the Spirit,

any affection and sympathy,
[then] complete my joy....

by being of the same mind,

having the same love,
being in full accord and
of one mind.
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...what matters iIs that
Christians, like the actors
all focusing singleminded-

ly on the play, should

focus completely on the
divine drama that has
unfolded before their eyes
in Jesus the king, and is
continuing now into its
final act with themselves
as the characters.

TOM
WRIGHT




Bringing their thinking
into line with each
other wouldn’t be any
good if they were all
thinking about some-
thing that was out of
line with the gospel.

TOM
WRIGHT




So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,

any comfort from love,

any participation in the Spirit,

any affection and sympathy,
[then] complete my joy....

by being of the same mind,

having the same love,
being in full accord and
of one mind.



?’QP Nuiz:

Whab ts itk Ehakt
all Chrisktians
should love?




?’QP Nuiz:

Whab ts itk Ehakt
all Chrisktians
should love?

Alswer:

Grod + Okhers




There are Christian
communities all over
the world where true,

sacrificial, serving,
supportive love is to

be found. Where
such Christian love
flourishes, its mag-

John Stott (1921-2011)

Anglican Minister & Author nEtism iS aImOSt

IRRESISTIBLE.



So if there is
any encouragement in Christ,

any comfort from love,

any participation in the Spirit,

any affection and sympathy,
[then] complete my joy....

by being of the same mind,

having the same love,
being in full accord and
of one mind.



Actually, ‘being in full
accord’ represents a
single, rare Greek
word, sympsychoi,
which speaks of souls
in harmony with one
another. Our English
expression soulmates,
captures this won-
derful word well.

DENNIS E. JOHNSON



It’s as if Paul is saying,
‘It is not enough to
agree with each other
theologically: God
actually calls you to
care for each other
deeply, in a love that
binds your souls
_ . together so strongly
Deysis o that differences of
. perspective cannot
tear you apart.’




This strong bond of
affection, grounded in
the truth of the gospel,

stabilizes believer’s
relationships with each
other so that they can

address their differ-
ences—whether
doctrinal or inter-
personal—in patience,
humility, love.

DENNIS E. JOHNSON



In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.




Philippians 2

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.



Philippians 2

3 Do nothing fro selflsh ambltlon r
conceit, but in humlllty count othe:
more significant than yourselves. /

Selfishness, selfish rivalry, selfish ambition”



Brian Regan
— “Me Monsters” —

.....
............
‘‘‘‘‘




Why do people need

to top other people?

...Obviously people
get something out of It.




Me, Myself, & |

homo
Incurvatus
In se

a person
curved In on
oneself

“Narcissus”
Caravaggio (1594-1596)




Philippians 2

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or
(conceit, but in humility count others

= —
;

rore significant than yourselves.

KIV: “vain glory” —» “empty glory”

‘excessive appreciation of one s
own worth or virtue

— Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary —



For by the grace given
to me | say to everyone
among you not to think
of himself more highly
than he ought to think,
but to think with sober
judgment....

The Apostle Paul
— 1 Corinthians 12:3 —



If you've gotten
anything at all out
THEMESSAGE of following Christ,
If his love has made

any difference in
your life, if being In
a community of the
S s S Spirit means any-

TN g thing to you...,




If you have a heart, if
THEMESSAGE you care — then do
me a favor: Agree
with each other, love
each other, be deep-
spirited friends.

CENEENE H° BELEH20M



Philippians 2

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.



Philippians 2

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.

(nstead of having an excessive appreciation
of your owr worth and value, [ want you
to have an excessive appreciation
of each others worth and value.



What if everyone
had an excessive
&~ 7 appreciation of
A F ) » other people’s
; 2 worth and value?
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Philippians 2

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.



Philippians 2

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.

4 Let each of you look not only to his
own Interests, but also to the interests
of others.



How IS
this even
possible?
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Philippians 2

5 Have this mind among yourselves,
which is yours in Christ Jesus....



In following Jesus,
humility Is everything.




Let’s ask our-
selves, How is my
"ME MONSTER”
showing up
in my life?
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1%},

The real issue here is not
if pride exists in your heart;
Iit’s where pride exists and
how pride is being expressed

In your life.

— CJ Mahaney, Humility —



Tell me, how Is pride expressing itself in your life?
Where is it showing up in your life?


https://www.shutterstock.com/catalog/licenses?host=www.shutterstock.com&q=coffee

At every stage of our
Christian develop-
ment and Iin every

sphere of our
Christian disciple-
ship, PRIDE is our
greatest enemy
and HUMILITY is

] — John Stott —
our greatest friend. Anglican Minister



' lﬂ'l’{(})l}(')(;

But he gives more
grace. Therefore it
says, “‘God opposes
the proud, but
gives grace to
the humble.”

James, the Brother of Jesus
— James 4:6 —




Let’s Humbly Cast Ourselves
Upon The Mercy of God
in Christ. |



/ othing by taking the'very
nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. And being found In appearance

as a man, he humbled himself by becoming

obedient to death—even death on a cross!
— Philippians 2:7-8 —



humility
from Jesus




Learn from me,
for | am gentle
and humble
of heart.

— Jesus of Nazareth —
w 11:28ff
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- If God wants to make
R < me more like Jesus,

} W= He can’t do that
without dealing with
% my pride and working
"\ adeep, Christ-like

b/ humility within me.




Do you ever
pray for
humility?




Search me, O God, and
know my heart;
test me and know my
anxious thoughts.
Point out anything in me
that offends you,
and lead me along the
path of everlasting life.

— Psalm 139:23-24 —




For those who would
learn God’s ways,
humility is the
first thing,
humility Is

the second, and
humility is the third.

— Augustine



What if Ann Rice
7 e could say, “Today,
L g R | became a Christian
sl because | simply
couldn’t resist being a

part of this group of

people who are the
most humble, kind,
and loving people

| have ever known”?
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May God work in yc ua deep
Christ-like humility which
enables you to have a true,
excessive appreciation for
other’s value and worth!
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