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Now to him who is able to 
do far more abundantly 

than all that we ask or 
think, according to the 

power at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen.

EPHESIANS 3:20-21

3

A WORD
FROM CHRIS

Dear Metro Life Family,

God has been so faithful to us as a church. For 
over forty years, we’ve gathered to love Him, 
grow together, and share the hope of Jesus with 
others.

Now, through our ADVANCE Initiative, we’re 
stepping out in faith again. This is about people 
being transformed through the Gospel - not 
projects, programs, or goals. I’m anticipating 
changed lives, new leaders, and reaching our 
community and the world with the gospel.

I believe God has placed Metro Life Church here 
in Casselberry for a purpose. As we pray, give, 
and serve together, my hope is that we will see 
Him move in fresh ways and be encouraged as 
we participate in His work.

I’m asking you to prayerfully open your heart to 
what God wants to do in us. Let’s pray 
God-sized prayers that He alone can answer and 
no one person could accomplish on their own.

I’m excited to see what God will do through all 
of us, for His glory.

With gratitude,
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1. JONES’ HOUSE
In the late winter of 1985, while 
prayerfully considering the 
founding of a new church, Danny 
and Melodye Jones welcomed 
several interested couples to an 
exploratory prayer meeting in 
their home.

2. AIRPORT SHERATON
Around 60 people attended the 
first service on Sunday, April 
14, 1985…a new fellowship had 
its official first meeting with 
the name “Household of Faith.”

3. 5105 E.
COLONIAL DRIVE
By September of 1985, the 
church had grown and sought 
a more permanent location, 
remodeling a warehouse 
building that provided a small 
auditorium and office space.

4. 21st CENTURY 
THEATRE/SKATZ
In April 1986, the growing church 
needed a larger meeting space, 
so Sunday services moved over to 
Bennett Road, to a boutique 
movie theatre. Offices remained 
at the E. Colonial building until 
the fall of 1987 when we moved 
the offices to 5151 Adanson 
Street, off Lee Road. It was then 
that the church also changed its 
name - to Metro Life Church!

HISTORY OF
METRO LIFE CHURCH
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5. CENTRAL SEVENTH 
DAY AUDITORIUM
The growing church needed 
yet more space both for 
services and children’s 
ministry, so in 1988, the 
church moved to Central 
Seventh Day Church for our 
Sunday services.

6. HOWARD MIDDLE 
SCHOOL
The church’s next stop provided 
ample space for growth in all 
departments. The fall of 1995 
ushered in another era for the 
church, meeting at the historic 
Howard Middle School 
Auditorium in downtown 
Orlando.

7. EDGEWATER HIGH 
SCHOOL
While deep in the construction 
of our current Casselberry 
building, our access to Howard 
Middle School ended in June of 
2000, forcing a gap location for 
the next 5 months. We moved 
our services to Edgewater High 
School.

8. 910 S. WINTER
PARK DRIVE
Our first “soft-opening” 
meeting was on Friday night, 
Dec. 3, 2000. Our dream of a 
permanent facility was now a 
reality.

MEETING LOCATIONS



Giving Is Worship
Exodus 35:29

This is about more than 
fundraising. We are inviting 
worship. Every gift is a chance 
to say “thank you” to God and 
invest in what He’s doing in our 
city and beyond.

This Is for the
Next Generation
PSALM 145:4

We want future generations to 
inherit more than a building. We 
want them to see a church full of 
people who live for something 
greater than themselves.
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This Is About Mission
Matthew 28:19–20

Jesus calls us to make disciples. 
Reducing or eliminating our debt 
helps us say “yes” more freely to 
new ministries, new partnerships, 
and new opportunities to share 
the gospel.

God Has Been Faithful
Lamentations 3:22–23

Our church stands today 
because of His mercy and the 
sacrificial generosity of those 
who came before us. We honor 
that legacy by trusting Him with 
what’s ahead.

Believing that we, as part of His church, 
have been called together, our heart and 
desire is to ADVANCE, to represent the 
Lord to our community and beyond. He is 
our motivation and mission for every part 
of our life together.

As we ponder on the Lord’s guiding hand 
over the past 40 years, these big themes 
have marked every step in our journey.

FOUR BIG
IDEAS BEHIND 
ADVANCE
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MINISTRY 
INITIATIVES
As we look ahead, the Advance campaign
is about more than becoming debt-free.
It’s about stepping into new opportunities
with open hands and ready hearts - advancing 
the mission God has entrusted to us in ways
that are bold, sustainable, and deeply rooted
in gospel purpose.
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STRENGTHEN
As we labor in expectation, we deepen 
our life together in the church family 
and in outreach to our community.
“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let 
the curtains of your habitations be 
stretched out; do not hold back; 
lengthen your cords and strengthen 
your stakes.” 
ISAIAH 54:2

We are READY.
We are AVAILABLE.

We are ADVANCING.

DEVELOP
Our aim as a church is raising 
new leaders through internships 
and residencies.
“You will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my 
witnesses…”
ACTS 1:8A

EXPAND
The Spirit empowers and 
drives our witness back to 
Jesus, through local initiatives, 
as well as in global missions.
“…in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”
ACTS 1:8B

Here are a few of the opportunities before us:



THE
BREAKDOWN

MINISTRY READINESS
ensures that we can respond promptly
to ministry needs.

ADVANCE UNLOCKED
makes it possible to retire our remaining 
building debt.

CAMPUS RENEWAL
provides initial funding to make sure our 
building is maintained and functional, ready 
for our mission.
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OUR 
GOAL

Reaching this goal makes it possible 
to create a ministry readiness fund, 
retire the building debt, and to have 
the ability to renew our campus.

1 100%
Engagement

2 $1.2
Million
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THE
BREAKDOWN

MINISTRY READINESS
ensures that we can respond promptly
to ministry needs.

ADVANCE UNLOCKED
makes it possible to retire our remaining 
building debt.

CAMPUS RENEWAL
provides initial funding to make sure our 
building is maintained and functional, ready 
for our mission.

$115K

$800K

$285K

Reaching this goal makes it possible 
to create a ministry readiness fund, 
retire the building debt, and to have 
the ability to renew our campus.
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LET’S GIVE
TOGETHER
...in faith, generosity, and 
eternal purpose.

This isn’t about equal gifts; it’s about shared 
sacrifice. At Metro Life Church, we believe 
God provides for His mission through the 
faithful, Spirit-led generosity of His people.

As we commit to eliminating debt and 
advancing the mission, we’re asking everyone 
to participate in one or more of three ways. 
All above our normal tithes and offerings.
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COURAGEOUSLY
UPFRONT GIFTS

We are inviting everyone to make a bold, one-time 
contribution - perhaps the most significant gift you’ve
ever made to the church. These gifts provide immediate 
momentum and inspire others to join in.

CONSISTENTLY
MONTHLY COMMITMENTS

Commit to give above and beyond your regular tithes and 
offerings for 25 months. These ongoing commitments 
form the foundation of the initiative, demonstrating our 
shared, steady faithfulness over time.

CREATIVELY
NON-CASH GIVING

Consider giving non-traditional assets - stocks, vehicles, 
real estate, business interests, or other appreciated 
items. These types of gifts often come from the 
abundance God has already provided, and we can help 
facilitate these transactions securely and wisely.
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE
PRAY 
Ask God how He would have 
you give in faith and generosity.

COMMIT
Make a pledge that reflects
a heart aligned with what
matters most...eternally. 

GIVE
Contribute generously 
throughout the campaign in 
faith-filled, sacrificial giving.

Let’s live for what matters most.
Let’s Advance - TOGETHER.

As a church, we believe generosity is one 
of the clearest ways we reflect the heart 
of God. It’s how we LOVE those around 
us, how we GROW in faith, and how
we SHARE in the work of the gospel
- proactively and joyfully.

GIFTS
NEEDED

1

1

2

6

8

12

20

25

30

MANY

GIFTS 
AMOUNT

$150,000

$100,000

$75,000

$25,000

$20,000

$10,000

$7,500

$5,000

$2,500

OTHER

MONTHLY 
GIFT

$6,000

$4,000

$3,000

$1,000

$800

$400

$300

$200

$100

VARIOUS

GIFT LEVEL 
TOTAL

$150,000

$100,000

$150,000

$150,000

$160,000

$120,000

$150,000

$125,000

$75,000

$20,000

CUMULATIVE 
TOTAL

$150,000

$250,000

$400,000

$550,000

$710,000

$830,000

$980,000

$1,105,000

$1,180,000

$1,200,000

% OF 
TOTAL

13%

21%

33%

46%

59%

69%

82%

92%

98%

100%

ADVANCE GOAL:

$1,200,000


