
What Jesus Calls Great 
Have you ever given thought to what it would have been like to be one of 

Jesus’ disciples and just walk through life with Him? To literally walk through 

life with Jesus—because that was the most common method of               

transportation in that day! And to hear Him speak God’s wisdom into every 

situation they encountered! Mark, who wrote the Gospel of Mark, tells us 

about a time when Jesus and His disciples were on the road, going up to   

Jerusalem. Jesus gets real serious with them and begins to tell them that the 

chief priests and the religious leaders would condemn Him to death—that He 

would be mocked, spit on, flogged, and killed! And it was weird—like they 

didn’t even hear what He was saying—but two of the disciples, James and 

John, who were brothers, approached Jesus immediately after He dropped 

that “bomb” on them and asked if they could sit on each side of His throne in 

glory! That really ticked off the other ten disciples! Mark records it like this: 

“Jesus called them over and said to them, ‘You know that those who are  

regarded as rulers of the Gentiles dominate them, and their men of high    

positions exercise power over them. But it must not be like that among you. 

On the contrary, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 

servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be a slave to all. For 

even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 

life—a ransom for many.’” Mark 10:42–45. In so many words, Jesus was 

teaching them that if you’re great in God’s Kingdom, this world probably 

won’t even notice you! What Jesus calls “great” and what the world says is 

“great” are generally two entirely different things. Jesus calls you great when 

you reject the world’s leadership style (v. 42). Those who lead in this world 

dominate or lord it over anyone in a “subordinate” role, Jesus says. Having a 

position of power is of great significance—but that’s not the case in Jesus’ 

Kingdom! If we follow Jesus’ leadership model, we have to reject the world’s 

style of leadership. Instead, Jesus calls you great when your ministry is     

measured by the people you serve (v. 43). “…it must not be like the world’s 

leadership style…” among believers, He says!  

Do You Want A Title?   
In the ministry of the church, Jesus says it’s not about having a “title.” Do you want a title? If you’re an elder, you 

serve! If you’re a deacon, you serve! If you’re a Sunday School teacher, a small group leader, an AWANA or nursery 

worker, you serve! If you’re a worship team member—it’s not a show! Jesus doesn’t care about your title. He cares 

about your service! You want to be great? You want a title? Take the title of “servant,” Jesus says! And then Jesus 

calls you great when you humble yourself and become the world’s slave (v. 44). Some versions render the word 

“servant,” but that’s not right! The word is doulos in the original Greek language, and the only correct way to 

translate it is “slave.” Jesus meant for us to take on the humility of a slave when it comes to our ministry and    

service to others! 
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“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, January 11 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Justin Taylor Sunday Night 

• 1st— D Mastbergen Thursday Night;    

• 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

• 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;                       

• 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;        

Announcements 

 MBC “Book of the Month”:  
9 Marks: Church Questions 
books; all around 50 pages 
each 

 Looking For A New Podcast? 
Check out                   
“Doctrine Matters”           
with Kevin DeYoung 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 
 

Are committed to            
multiplying—               

while numeric growth 
alone does not make  

an effective Small Group, 
failure to grow can be a 

sign of an ineffective   
Small Group 
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