
Worship Rejects All Competing Loves 

According to the Apostle Paul’s urging to the Church of Rome, when your 

worship is genuine, it will impact your life in such a dynamic way that God will 

use it to produce perpetual change in you: “…I urge you to present your  

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. This is your spiritual  

worship…” (Romans 12:1). As we worship God, He is redeeming our lives—

as we intentionally present them to Him—to “remake” them into the image 

for which we were created before sin ruined it all! That’s why Paul wrote to 

the Church of Corinth, “Don’t you know that your body is a sanctuary of the 

Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 

for you were bought at a price. Therefore, glorify God in your 

body” (1Corinthians 6:19-20).  "Don’t you know," Paul asked, "that if you’ve 

accepted Jesus as your Savior, you’re NOT your own! He BOUGHT you—

that word carries the idea of redemption. He redeemed you! He reclaimed 

you! He’s in the process of restoring you by sanctification! So, we must      

intentionally present our bodies to Him as a living sacrifice to glorify God with 

our bodies. But there’s a second point that Paul ties to our worship in the 

next verse: ‘Do not be conformed to this age’; or, ‘this world’ as some    

translations render it! (Romans 12:2) I like how the Phillips Translation puts it: 

‘Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold…'" In other 

words, worshiping God involves an intentional rejection of the world’s de-

mand to conform! There are really only two worldviews or philosophies. 

There is the philosophy of the world that is self-centered, self-pleasing, and 

self-indulgent. It’s promoted in advertising, books, movies, video games, and 

most social media. It’s constantly pinching us and squeezing us into its mold—

“If you don’t conform, you’re out of touch,” the world says! The opposing 

worldview submits to Creator God and His Word! Paul continues, “…be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is 

the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.” Worship transforms and renews 

your mind!  

Intentional Transformation 

Genuine worship includes an intentional transformation of the mind to think like God thinks—those thoughts 

that are “good, pleasing, and perfect” and align with God’s will. What a contrast Paul presents between being 

conformed and pressed into the world’s mold, or being transformed with a renewed mind—all within the 

context of worship! Worship is much bigger than singing songs to Jesus for 20 minutes on a Sunday morning. 

This passage paints a picture of worship that’s all about God doing a work in us. As we humble ourselves in 

brokenness before Him and intentionally offer our bodies back to Him, He begins to change us in ways that 

make us more and more usable for His Kingdom’s purposes. He is re-making us to be what we were meant to 

be, and His Spirit works with our spirit by transforming our minds.   

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, January 12 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Justin Taylor Sunday Night 
• 1st— D Mastbergen Thursday Night;    

• 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

• 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;                       

• 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

           

 

 

   

 
 

                              

 

Announcements 

 Looking For A 2025 Bible 
Reading Plan? 
www.crossway.org/search/?
q=bible+reading+plan 

 Looking For Your 1st Book In 
2025? Check out Recovering 
Eden (On Ecclesiastes) by 
Zack Eswine 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are committed to      
developing new leaders 

through                     
apprenticeship— 

Small Group leaders 
are intentional about 

reproducing themselves 

January 8, 2025 


