Morningside Bible Church

“Greeting Team”

For Sunday, February 25

Remember: Meet in the coat room

@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:
Curt Mastbergen Sun Noon;
Josh Tackett Sun Night

e 1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;

e  2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;

e 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;

e  4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

K‘Small Groups @ MBC\

Are Committed To
Multiplying— While Numeric
Growth Alone Does Not
Make An Effective
Small Group, Failure To
Grow Can Be A Sign Of An
\ Ineffective Small Group /

Announcements

1. On The Church Calendar:
The new “Servant Equipped”
class begins TODAY,
Wednesday, Feb. 21

2. Looking For A Good Podcast?
Check out the
“Ask Me Anything”

Podcast with J.D. Greear

February 21, 2024

The MBC Weekly

Devoted To Church Community

Unity is always God’s will for His Church! Satan, on the other hand, is
always working to sow seeds of “DISUNITY” among those individuals
that comprise a local church community! Because Satan has been so
successful—at promoting disunity—many believers have determined to
live a life of “isolation” while still attending church; and, others have
elected to “quit” church altogether! Listen believer:“God never
intended for you to live your Christian life in a vacuum!” | am so sorry
that you’ve been “wounded”! | truly am! The Christian life was never
intended to be lived alone; but, in the context of a “community.” Now,
I've noticed that all it takes for some of us to “check out” is to hear the
word “community.” Your eyes kind of roll to the back of your head! You
cross your fingers & hope we’ll quickly change the subject! It’s like
you're afraid I’'m going to tell you to sell everything you own, join a
commune, and, raise organic fruits & vegetables! If that’s what you think,
it’s because you misunderstand what community means in the Biblical
context of a local church. It’s something that, once you grasp its
meaning, you'll never let go of it because of its relational beauty! In our
hearts, we all want Biblical community—it makes no difference your
personality type! Whether you’re an introvert, an extrovert, or, socially
awkward, all of us long for meaningful human relationships! That’s how
God “wired” us—in HIS “image”—in the “community” of the Triune
Godhead! He is, Himself, a “community” of 3 persons—ONE God
existing in the perfect, loving, community of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Even those of us, who've been “wounded” by someone, still keep
searching for deep, authentic, relationships. The word “community” is a
compound word:“COM” meaning “with”; and,“UNITY” meaning...
“unity.” So, it means to “be unified”; or, have a “common union.” In the
church, it just means to share our common life “IN” Christ. Now that’s
a problem, in America, where the typical response is to look for a
church where WE can “be fed”; and where our family can be ministered
“unto.” That response is foreign in Scripture! It is an unbiblical, unhealthy,
consumer-driven mindset that has hi-jacked Jesus Christ’s intended
purpose for HIS CHURCH! It requires repentance!

We're Not Just Here For You

The church— the followers of Jesus— is NOT made up of those who “minister”’; and, those who are
“ministered to”! Rather; ALL are to minister! “And, let us (ALL of us!) consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds” (Hebrews 10:24).“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). More than 60 times the phrase “each other” or “one another” is found
in the N.T. commanding the church in the ways they’re to minister & care for one another! Every
person can say, “We'’re not just here for you; you're here for us also!” That’s the responsibility of
everyone in the faith community! The church that fails in that is crippled; and, guilty of
“man-centered” narcissistic consumerism!



