Morningside Bible Church

2

“Greeting Team”

For Sunday, March 10

Remember: Meet in the coat room

@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Justin Taylor Sunday Night

1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;
2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

(Small Groups @ MBC\

Are The Primary Means

For Carrying Out
“Pastoral Care”
In The Body
Announcements

1.

On The Church Calendar:
The “Servant Equipped”

class continues TODAY,
Wednesday, March 6
Looking For A Good Podcast?
Check out the

“Ask Me Anything”

Podcast with J.D. Greear

March 6, 2024

The MBC Weekly

Church Community Encourages Growth

During our 41 years of marriage & ministry together, my wife and | have
had several opportunities to minister to some married couples who
were struggling with their relationship. And, more often than not, they
were fighting over the very things they originally found attractive about
each other— their differences! Oh yes, indeed, opposites do attract! |
have never yet met a couple who were matched up because of their
likenesses. And, if you don’t celebrate the differences from the start of
the marriage, you’ll begin to see them as irritants after a while.Those
differences were obvious early on;and, they were seen as complimen-
tary because each one filled in some deficiency in the other person.
That’s also true in the faith community that makes up every local
church. Have you noticed how different each individual member is in
your church? We all have different backgrounds & upbringings; and, that
diversity adds strength to the faith community! But— like marriage—
those differences can become problematic to our fellowship if we're not
careful.We can look at how different we are & conclude that we just
can’t fellowship with those people! When we go there we make the
same mistake as the troubled married couple! The differences that my
wife & | brought into the marriage gave us perspective; and, stretched us
because they exposed our individual weaknesses & our need to make
some changes in our lives. | believe we are each a better person because
we've grown in those areas, to be more like the other person. God uses
His church to accomplish the same thing in our lives— our differences
and our diversity make us stronger! God often exposes our weaknesses
& our sinful tendencies through the strengths of others. Our interaction,
within the faith community, is one of the MOST significant ways that
God grows us spiritually! It’s the friction that we encounter, in our
church family, that gives the Holy Spirit the necessary traction to grow
us! So, don’t ever look condescendingly at anyone! The Apostle Paul, in
his letter to the Roman believers, points out the fact that there are
individuals— within the church— who are strong spiritually; and, others
who are weak! And, that can be said of every local church! No two
people are ever at the exact same level of spiritual maturity!

Spiritual Infants Need Your Help

In every faith community, some are spiritually weak in their faith. Perhaps they’re a spiritual “infant” because they’ve
never been discipled. Their greatest need is for someone spiritually mature in the faith, to come alongside them & show
them how to grow. Others are weak because they’ve been wounded or hurt— it could be spiritual, emotional, or
physical pain that they’re dealing with! Again, they just need someone to love them enough to come alongside them &
take the time to listen; and, to help! God intends for the Church of Christ to do the work of Christ! That’s why He sent
the Holy Spirit to indwell every believer so that we could reconcile people to God! In the letter from Paul to the
Roman believers, which | alluded to earlier, the Holy Spirit inspired him to write: “We who are strong have an obligation to
bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.”

It is our spiritual obligation to leave no believer behind. Build them up!



