Morningside Bible Church

“Greeting Team”

For Sunday, March 24

Remember: Meet in the coat room

@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:
o Curt Mastbergen Sun Noon;

Josh Tackett Sunday
Nightist— Odin Dart Thursday
Night;

e  2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;

e 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;

e  4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

Small Groups @ MIBC

Offer Spiritual
Accountability
And Instruction

Announcements

1. Looking For A Bible
Memorization App?
Look for “The Bible Memory
App” in your app store!

2. Interested In Children’s
Ministry? Pickup
“Keeping Your Children’s
Ministry On Mission”
J. Kennedy

Understand The Scriptures

March 20, 2024

The MBC Weekly
Handling Conflict In The Church

It amazes me how quickly the advocates of “tolerance” sound off & run
off everyone who disagrees with them. Not very tolerant, are they? The
Apostle Paul tells the Church of Rome to knock off that kind of
behavior. He says that God intends to grow you spiritually as you learn
to willingly put up with one another— “Each one of us must please his
neighbor for his good, to build him up” (Rom. 15:2).We don’t join a faith
community to please ourselves! The purpose, of becoming a church
member, is to please our neighbor “...for his good, to build him up.” Or, to
“edify” if you prefer to use the theological term! It's a matter of focus—
our interaction, in the body, should be “other’s focused”, not “self-
focused.” Like Jesus, we're here to serve others; not, to be served! Only
when we put up with each other; and, bear with the weaknesses of
others, will God use us to help construct the spiritual lives of others!
It’s having the mindset of a “discipler”— someone who helps others
grow as a disciple of Jesus. There’s no better motivator than Jesus
Himself. God will give us grace to put up with each other;and, to build
up each other, as we look to Jesus for our motivation! As we fix our
eyes on Christ, we remember that He did not come to please Himself;
but, He made Himself a servant (See Philippians 2:5-11). Paul said: “For
even the Messiah did not please Himself. On the contrary, as it is written, The
insults of those who insult You have fallen on Me” (Rom. 15:3). He’s quoting
Psalm 69:9 and referring to Jesus. He embraced the insults of
mean-spirited, hateful people; and, on the cross, He bore the reproach
that we should have bore! We love like Jesus loved when we willingly
endure each other’s “heat-of-the-moment” hasty words; and, rather than
returning evil for evil, we seek to resolve the conflict & make peace!
We extend grace! So, look again at the progression of Paul’s words in
Romans 15— if we’re going to be strong enough, in our faith, to “put
up” with weak or prickly people (v.1); and, “build them up” (v.2) when
we’re tempted to smack them, we have to “look up” to Jesus (v.3); and,
“grow up” in our faith (v.4). We won’t get that kind of counsel from the
world!

Paul tells the Church of Rome that we can only have that Christ-like mindset as we understand the
Scriptures— or, those things which were “written in the past” (v.4). It’s only through the “instruction” and
“encouragement” of the Word, he says, that we have any hope of enduring those difficult relationships in life.
And, we will never “grow up” in our faith if we run away from every uncomfortable or difficult relationship in
our faith community.We need to remain faithful to one another as a testimony to those outside the Church.
In a band, there are all kinds of different instruments & a variety of musicians playing them. But, bring them all
together under the direction of a capable conductor & they can produce beautiful music together.That
beautifully illustrates the Church when Jesus is doing the conducting!



