Morningside Bible Church

“Greeting Team”

For Sunday, May 5

Remember: Meet in the coat room

@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Odin Dart Thursday Night;

1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;
2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;
3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;
4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night
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A Great New Book For Your
Next Purchase? “Ask Pastor
John” by Tony Reinke,
Crossway Books

Looking For A Good Podcast?
Checkout “Q Ideas” by Faith
Radio, with Gabe Lyons
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God Makes You New; Part |

If you're a believer, in Jesus Christ, you're no longer the OLD you!
You’ve become—and, you are becoming— a NEW you; a work that
God promises to finish once our lives end here! | love how the
Amplified Bible renders 2 Corinthians 5:17— “Therefore if anyone is
in Christ [that is, grafted in, joined to Him by faith in Him as Savior], he is
a new creature [reborn and renewed by the Holy Spirit]; the old

things [the previous moral and spiritual condition] have passed away.
Behold, all things have become new [because spiritual awakening brings a
new life].” Throughout his writings, the Apostle Paul breaks down
our salvation into 3 parts; and, understanding this is VITAL to your
spiritual growth & to your spiritual sanity! He uses 3 big theological
words— our “JUSTIFICATION”; our “SANCTIFICATION”; and, our
“GLORIFICATION.” Now, don’t start snoring on me! Give me a
chance to help you understand.You need this; because it’s all about
your “identity” as a disciple of Jesus Christ. If you ever struggle in
your faith, it'’s because you don’t understand how your faith works—
your “JUSTIFICATION” is all about the “WAS” of your salvation;
your “SANCTIFICATION” is all about the “IS” of your faith right
now; and, your “GLORIFICATION?” is all about the “ISTO COME”
part of your salvation! Paul explains it like this in 2 Thessalonians
2:13-14— “But we must always thank God for you, brothers loved by the
Lord, because from the beginning God has chosen you for salvation
through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He
called you to this through our gospel, so that you might obtain the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ” In your Bible, write down “JUSTIFICATION”
next to “...belief in the truth...” At the moment you believed, in
Christ, you were JUSTIFIED by God; and, set free from the
“PENALTY” of sin—ALL of it! As far as God is concerned, it’s just as
if you'd never sinned because Jesus already paid the price for ALL the
sins of ALL humanity for ALL time when He died, as a substitution-
ary atonement, on the cross! I've known believers who struggle with
that truth—they believe all their sin, up to their salvation, was
forgiven; but, they think they have to keep asking for forgiveness of
future sins!

M

How Far Is The East From The West?

But, that’s faulty thinking; because ALL of our sin was “FUTURE” sin when Jesus died on the cross 2000 years
ago! When God saves us, He tells us that He’s removed our sin “...as far as the east is from the west...”

(Psalm 103:12). He says He “...buries them in the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19); and, my favorite is that He
“...chooses to remember our sins no more” (Heb 10:17). ALL our sins— past, present & future— are GONE!
That’s what it means to be JUSTIFIED! Satan doesn’t want you to know that! He wants you to grovel in your
sin & your inadequacies! Every time you stumble & fall he wants to accuse you; but, don’t listen to his lies!
God no longer condemns you—Romans 8:1. (Next Week: Part 1)



