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God Makes You New; Part II 

One of the most powerful Scriptures for a believer to hold onto is 

this:  “Therefore, no condemnation now exists for those in  Christ Jesus”    

(Romans 8:1).  God no longer condemns you if you’ve placed faith, for 

your salvation, in Jesus’ work on the cross! So, we need to quit         

condemning ourselves! When you mess up & sin, CONFESS it— that 

means you AGREE with God that what you did was sin! (1 John 1:8-10) 

But after you confess it, thank Him for forgiveness; and, get back into 

fellowship with Him! God has adopted you into His family; and, no one 

is going to overpower Him and rip you away! You belong to Him! That’s 

your “identity”— it’s WHO you are! Until you live by faith, knowing 

who you are in Christ, you will struggle to experience spiritual growth! 

Unlike “JUSTIFICATION”— which is an instantaneous judicious act of 

pardon by God; and, a passing from death to life— 

”SANCTIFICATION” is a process that God begins IN YOU the         

moment you’ve been JUSTIFIED! God frees us from the power of sin as 
He SANCTIFIES us! But it’s a progressive work of God in our lives.    

Little by little, with each new day, God gives us the grace we need to 

overcome sin. The Apostle Paul, in Romans, speaks of our sin as    

DOMINATING us BEFORE “JUSTIFICATION”— i.e. we were chained 

to sin; and, we couldn’t help but sin! But, at the moment of our 

“JUSTIFICATION”, the Holy Spirit indwells us; and, empowers us in a 

battle to “mortify”— or, “put to death”— the deeds of our flesh; or, the 

“old man” Paul calls it! So, at “JUSTIFICATION” we WERE saved; and, 

“regenerated” or made alive! In our “SANCTIFICATION,” we are     

BEING saved! Don’t be    concerned by that! It’s a good thing!         

Theologically, we mean that God’s “SANCTIFICATION” work, in us, is 

ACTIVE! The Holy Spirit is not  passive about purging sin from our 

lives! He’s aggressive! In the Spirit, we now have the power or the      

capacity to overcome sin; and, at the same time, a growing DESIRE to be 

rid of it! That is one of my greatest PASSIONS— to BEAT SIN! If you 

have no desire to overcome sin, your “salvation” is in question! Perhaps 

you’ve been deceived! It’s in the “SANCTIFICATION” process that you 

are progressively becoming MORE like Jesus; and, LESS like you! It’s a 

work that only God can do in you!  So ask for His help regularly to 

overcome sin!   

Trying Harder Doesn’t Work 

Unfortunately, it’s pretty typical for believers to try hard, do good & FAIL. That didn’t work; so, try HARDER, 

do BETTER & FAIL again! Until they stop trying so hard; and, just give in and FAKE IT. Can you relate to that?  

I know I can!  Listen, God’s “SANCTIFICATION” process tells us to take off the masks & quit pretending 

we’ve reached perfection! We’re all broken! We all need to be made complete in Christ! So, make yourselves 

accountable to each other to strengthen the Spirit’s effort to crucify your flesh! And, finally, one day we will all 

become who we already are “positionally” in Christ—we’ll be “GLORIFIED”; and, set FREE from the very 

PRESENCE of sin! We’ll be like Jesus, Amen! No more corruption! No more sin! So live with that hope! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, May 12 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Justin Taylor Sunday Night 
 1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;    

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

           

 

 

 

   

Announcements 

 A Great New Book For Your 
Next Purchase? “Ask Pastor 
John” by Tony Reinke,    
Crossway Books 

 Looking For A Good Podcast? 
Checkout “Q Ideas” by Faith 
Radio, with Gabe Lyons 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are Gatherings Of 6-12 
People That Meet With The 

Goal Of Knowing And     
Experiencing God In  

Community, At A Deeper & 
More Intimate Level Than 

Can Be Accomplished 
Alone 
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