Morningside Bible Church

“Greeting Team”

For Sunday, May 19

Remember: Meet in the coat room

@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Randy Ehlers Monday Night

e 1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;

e  2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;
e 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;
[ ]

4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;

Tackett Sunday Night

\

/Small Groups @ MBC

Offer Spiritual
Accountability
and Instruction

- /

Announcements

1. Looking For A Good Podcast?

You might checkout “Bible

Thinker” with Mike Winger
2. A Great New Book For Your

Next Purchase?

“Deep Discipleship”

by J.T. English, B & H Books

Here's A Happy Man

May 15, 2024

The MBC Weekly

Christianity’'s Image Problem

It seemed to me that Christianity had an image problem back in the
970s when | came to faith as a Junior High Boy. Here’s what | mean—
if you decided to trust Jesus, as your Savior, you'd get heaven when your
life ended HERE; but, the rest of your life HERE would be boring and
blasé. But, for me, the “tradeoff” certainly seemed worth it; so, | asked
Jesus to be my Savior. I'll take the 80 years of blasé; but, eternity in
heaven vs. 80 years of fun & happiness; but, eternity in hell at the end!
But, that didn’t “sell” real well with my friends! | had a difficult time
convincing them that the tradeoff was worth it. | think many believers
still suffer from some severe misconceptions about the “Christian life”,
don’t you? It's been my observation that many believers just ENDURE
the Christian life! Secretly, they still pine for the pleasures & happiness
they think the world enjoys. In their hearts, they’re earthly hedonists!
Like the children of Israel, during the Exodus, still looking back with
longing for the old life they left behind in Egypt. Somehow, we’ve come
to this erroneous conclusion that life’s just not going to be fun or happy
as a Christian; but, we put up with it because.... well, we get heaven at
the END! But, there’s a great text of Scripture that debunks the notion
that the life that follows Christ & adheres to the Scriptures is boring.
What this Psalm says is quite the opposite. The writer sets the record
straight— we don’t just ENDURE the Christian life; putting in our time
here until we get to heaven & hang out with Jesus forever and ever! No!
This Psalm tells us that it’s the life that submits to God & His Word that
provides us with the greatest fulfillment & the most happiness possible!
This is a message that the Church desperately needs! You need this
message! | need this message! Happiness & prosperity, in this life & the
next, only follows the God-centered life. Here’s how I'd summarize the
Psalmist’s big idea: we overcome the pleasures of the world by taking
greater pleasure in the Word of God! A significant part of your spiritual
growth involves the things in which you find pleasure & happiness!
Don’t be surprised that God is concerned with your happiness! This is
anything but a “health, wealth & prosperity” gospel; which is no gospel at
all! What the Psalmist is saying is it is the life of Christ; or walking
obediently with Christ by faith that offers the greatest happiness we
could ever enjoy! That's what we were designed for!
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Listen to what He says: “How happy is the man who does not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path of sinners or join
a group of mockers! Instead, his delight is in the Lord’s instruction, and he meditates on it day and night. He is like a tree planted
beside streams of water that bears its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. The wicked are
not like this; instead, they are like chaff that the wind blows away. Therefore the wicked will not survive the judgment, and sinners
will not be in the community of the righteous. For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked
leads to ruin” (Psalm 1) For some believers, it’s a debate over “JOY” & “HAPPINESS”! JOY is a fruit of the Spirit, they say;
and, that’s what we should concern ourselves with! Not HAPPINESS! But, read that text again— it makes me HAPPY!
We don’t have to choose one over the other! Walking with God makes one JOYFUL and HAPPY!



