
How Do We Fight Sin?  

The Apostle Paul paints a picture, of what spiritual growth looks like, in 

his letter to the Church of Colosse. He tells these young believers:    

“…if you have been raised with the Messiah, seek what is above, where the 

Messiah is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on what is above, 

not on what is on the earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with the 

Messiah in God.  When the Messiah, who is your life, is revealed, then you also 

will be revealed with Him in glory” Colossians 3:1-4. Let’s think about the 

implications of Paul’s words—he seems to be saying that a successful 

fight against sin is won in the “thought life”, right? The battle against the 

“weeds” of sin is fought in your mind; which, means that it’s either 

“won” or “lost” in the mind! I believe Paul is teaching us a principle that 

spiritual growth always relates to how highly & how often we THINK of 

God; and, conversely, how infrequently we think of ourselves! Using 

farming terminology, meditating on God & His Word is like spraying 

ROUNDUP on the weeds of sin in your life; and, dwelling on yourself is 
like fertilizing those weeds! Part of the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to     

empower us to root sin out of our life; while living for ourselves is the 

main cause for sin to thrive in our lives! So, let’s talk about how God’s 

Spirit supports our work to root out the weeds of sin.  Paul reminds 

the Church of Colosse that their “identity” is in Christ! So, any believer 

who hopes to be successful in the battle against sin has to know who 

they are! See your position in Christ— “…so, IF you have been raised with 

Christ…” he says in v.1. Your spiritual growth & victory over sin doesn’t 

begin with YOU, it starts with JESUS! If you know Him as your Savior, 

you need to figure out that you’ve been raised with Him—Paul is  

pointing to the bodily resurrection of Christ on the 3rd day after His 

crucifixion; and, he’s telling the believers in Colosse, “…you’ve been 

RAISED with Him….” You DIED with Him in v.3; and, “…your life is 

HIDDEN with the Messiah in God.” You DIED with Him! And, you’ve 

been RAISED with Him! Though you were “…dead in trespasses & 

sins…” you’ve been made ALIVE, in Him, because Jesus rose from the 

dead & is ALIVE!  

Know Your Position In Christ 

In one sense, Paul says that our salvation— our place in heaven— is already SEALED! It’s a DONE DEAL! In the 

mind of God, He’s already raised us up and seated us in the heavens.  “But God,” Paul writes the Church of Ephesus, 

“who is rich in mercy, because of His great love that He had for us, made us alive with the Messiah even though we were 

dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! Together with Christ Jesus He also raised us up and seated us in the heavens” 

Ephesians 2:4-6.  We take hold of our identity when we begin, with the Spirit’s help, to kill the weeds of sin in our 

life; or to “mortify” the deeds of the flesh. My sinful life was the “old” me; but, that’s no longer who I am! I’m set 

free from the power of sin! The indwelling Holy Spirit has all the power; and applies all the necessary grace to  

progressively sanctify me and transform me into the image of Christ. My sinful, broken flesh will never allow me   

to reach sinless perfection; but a spiritual body awaits me at the 2nd coming of Jesus Christ! Praise God!  

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, June 30 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

It’s a “5TH SUNDAY”  

Everyone is a GREETER! 
• 1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;    

• 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

• 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;                       

• 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

           

 

 

 

   

 

Announcements 

 A Great Book For Your Next 
Purchase?                           
“The Insanity of God”          
by Nik Ripken, B&H Books 

 Looking For A Worthwhile 
Podcast? Check out “Ask 
Pastor John” available on 
most podcast apps 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are Committed To           
Multiplying—                   

While Numeric Growth Alone 
Does Not Make An Effective 

Small Group, Failure To 
Grow Can Be A Sign Of An 

Ineffective Small Group 

June 26, 2024 


