
Abraham Believed God 

When God makes an entrance into Abraham’s life, He calls him to leave 

his home & go to a new land where He promised to make him into a 

great nation. That presented a problem, because, Sarah—his wife—had 

been unable to conceive (see Genesis 12). The rest of Abraham’s “story” 

is just one crisis of belief after another—but, this is what God uses to 

grow him spiritually! Abraham presents us with a Biblical picture of a 

sanctified life; and, how God achieves it. This is how God works in the 

life of everyone who comes to Him by faith! The scripture tells us that 

Abraham was “justified” by his faith.  “Abraham believed God,” His story, 

in Genesis, says, “and, God CREDITED it to him as                      

RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Genesis 15:6).  And, the rest of his life presents a 

study, in SANCTIFICATION, as he is progressively set free from the 

power of sin. Isn’t that the hardest part of the Christian life? Growing in 

our “sanctification”? I mean JUSTIFICATION is really quite painless. It’s 

just applying the truth of the Gospel and accepting God’s pardon for sin, 
right? And, GLORIFICATION? I mean, yeah, you have to DIE to get it! 

But, the actual process of BEING GLORIFIED, like Jesus, sounds       

awesome! But, SANCTIFICATION? That can be quite painful as God 

turns up the heat, on our lives, in order to bring our sins to the surface 

where they can be dealt with by His Spirit! So, let’s talk about how 

Abraham is a picture of the sanctified life.  Genesis ch. 12 begins with 

these words: “The Lord said to Abram: Go out from your land, your  

relatives, and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will 

make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your name 

great, and you will be a blessing.” But, Abraham never saw that promise, 

of God, fulfilled in his lifetime! The writer of Hebrews says: “By faith 

Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and went out to a place he was 

going to receive as an inheritance. He went out, not knowing where he 

was going. By faith he stayed as a foreigner in the land of promise, living 

in tents with Isaac and Jacob, coheirs of the same promise” (Heb.11:8,9). 

That phrase, “…he stayed as a foreigner in the land of promise…”    

reminds us that this world is not ours to claim! We’re “aliens” here     

(1 Peter 2:11).  

Where Do You Claim Citizenship?   

The Apostle Paul wrote the Church of Philippi—“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly 

wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20).  Like Abraham, we need to confess that we’re       

“…foreigners and temporary residents on earth” (Heb. 11:13). We can’t hold onto this life too tightly if we 

hope to grow spiritually! Jesus told us to let go of this life; and, to die to self every day as we wait for the 

promise of our GLORIFICATION—to be completed in the “Land of Promise.”  It’s interesting that Abraham 

purchased some of the land—God promised him—for his burial (Gen. 25). It was his act of faith that he     

believed God would come through on His promise! Let us follow his great example!  

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, August 4 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Odin Dart Thursday Night 
• 1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;    

• 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

• 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;                       

• 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

           

 

 

 

   

 

Announcements 

 Going To The                     
“Women’s Retreat”?        
Sept 13-15. Cost, details, 
sign-up at: 
www.hacamps.org  

 Going To The                  
“Men’s Retreat”? Sept 27-28 
at Camp Assurance. Special 
speaker & details to come! 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are Committed To Devel-
oping New Leaders 

Through Apprenticeship— 
Small Group Leaders Are 

Intentional About           
Reproducing Themselves 
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