
Why Am I So Discontent?  

One of the most embarrassing financial decisions I ever made was    

getting into the beef jerky vending machine business! It was like the late 

‘90s, as I recall; and, I spent $10,000 for 20 machines. I trusted the    

company to place them in high-traffic areas; but, it didn’t work out that 

way! My kids benefited— the boys, especially, enjoyed lots of beef jerky 

snacks! Then, there were all the “Publisher’s Clearing House” and 

“Reader’s Digest” sweepstakes entries I filled out religiously in hopes of 

striking it rich! But, perhaps my most embarrassing financial “scheme” 

was one of those “Chain Letters” where you write 1000 strangers,   

asking them to send you $10; and, then they send 1000 letters. And, if 

no one breaks the chain everyone will have like a million dollars in 30 

days—it didn’t work! I lost a lot of money on postage! Yeah, I did that! 

Only once! I was a dirt poor college student, and, I was easily            

manipulated! Don’t judge me! Now, let me tell you why I’m willing to 

embarrass myself with those true stories! I wanted to illustrate how 
greed & covetousness can masquerade themselves! I’m NOT saying that 

buying into the beef jerky vending business; or, any kind of vending    

business is greedy! I’m NOT saying that filling out the “Publisher’s  

Clearing House” entries is greedy and covetous! But, FOR ME, it was! 

All those activities, FOR ME, were a hoped-for “get rich scheme.” I was 

greedy and covetous! I saw someone wearing a t-shirt once that read, 

“All I Want Is A Little Bit More Than I’ll Ever Have.” That was ME! I had 

bought into that worldly attitude that to be happy, I needed more 

STUFF! That’s the assumption behind most advertising, isn’t it—  “You 

can’t be totally happy ‘til you own our product. If you wanna enjoy life, you 

need this & you can buy now, pay later, on our easy credit plan!” It’s my 

hope, over the next few posts, to search the Scriptures with you and 

seek the Holy Spirit’s help to determine what we ought to value in life! 

There’s no denying that God has a lot to say about money and wealth 

and stuff; and, generally speaking, this is what He says:  “Everything belongs 

to ME!” It all belongs to HIM! None of our stuff is truly ours! How 

much do we leave behind at death? ALL of it!    

God Owns All Of It   

Consider these Scripture verses— ”To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth 

and everything in it” Deut 10:14.  “The silver is mine and the gold is mine,” declares the LORD Almighty” Haggai 2:8.  “The earth 

is the Lord’s, and everything in it” 1 Cor. 10:26.  We are NOT owners!  We are “stewards” and “managers” of God’s stuff! 

Let me tell you why that’s so important— If you think YOU own your stuff, you’ll use your income to build your 

“Little Kingdom”; when it’s God’s will that you leverage it to build His “BIG Kingdom.” You’ll be guilty of robbing God. That 

was one of Israel’s sins:  “Will a man rob God?” He ASKS, “Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed 

You?’ In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse” Malachi 3:8,9. It’s a serious crime to “rob” God— they were    

cursed! Please pray over this & search the Scriptures! If you do so, you’ll be challenged to rearrange your financial      

resources as would a steward who manages someone else’s money! Because none of it is yours! 

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, August 18 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Randy Ehlers Monday Night 
• 1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;    

• 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

• 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;                       

• 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

           

 

 

 

   

 

Announcements 

 Going To The              
“Women’s Retreat”?        
Sept 13-15. See the flyer at 
the Welcome Desk! 

 Going To The                  
“Men’s Retreat”?              
Sept 27-28 Camp Assurance. 
See the flyer at the          
Welcome Desk! 

Small Groups @ MBC  
 

Are Gatherings Of 6-12  
People That Meet With     
The Goal Of Knowing &    

Experiencing God  
In Community, At A Deeper  
& More Intimate Level Than 

Can Be Accomplished 

August 14, 2024 


