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Daniel: God’s Mercy Has A Limit  

(Note: This continues a series of posts on Daniel’s life) So, how long will 

God extend mercy, toward the habitual sinner, before He finally breaks out 

in judgment against him? No one, but God, actually knows! But, Scripture is 

clear that it’s incredibly dangerous— and stupid— to test God! He does 

have a limit; and, the Babylonian King Belshazzar discovered it according to 

the prophet Daniel’s account in chapter 5 of the book named after him! As 

the grandson of King Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar should have known      

better! By his grandfather’s testimony, he knew that God had judged him to 

live like an insane animal for 7 years until he acknowledged that God was 

Sovereign over all the affairs of man; and that all of life’s “stuff” is a GIFT 

from Him. But, Belshazzar continually turned his back on God until God, in 

judgment, turned His back on Belshazzar. And, that would be the tragic    

ending to Belshazzar’s life.  His was a wasted life! He became a “byword”;  

or a moral proverb! He should have known better! But, the words of judg-

ment, “…you…have not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this…”    

haunted him at the end (v.22).  He died a fool! What about you? You need to 

know that pride invites God’s judgment! You need to know that human  

wisdom is inadequate! You need to know that God’s patience can run thin! 

It can be exhausted! You need to know that God’s Word is certain; and that 

there’s no escaping God’s judgment! God’s Word says, for certain, that “We 

must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one of us may 

be repaid for what he has done in the body, whether good or worthless”             

(2 Corinthians 5:10).  You don’t want to stand before Him alone, because 

the deeds you’ve done will never earn you salvation! You need an advocate! 

You need Jesus to stand beside you! You want His atoning work, on the 

cross, for your sin to be applied to your account! Only by accepting His 

Son, Jesus, will God “…vanquish our iniquities; and…cast all our sins into the 

depths of the sea.” (Micah 7:19) He’ll “…remember them no more…” (Isaiah 

43:25); and, “…remove them as far as the east is from the west…” (Psalm 

103:12)  Only God can heal the human condition! Our sin has devastated 

our relationship with Him and doomed us to eternal separation from Him. 

But through Jesus, God has provided a way to escape judgment and eternal 

punishment. Through Jesus, our sins can be removed from us and our      

relationship with the Father can be restored! “Humble yourselves, therefore, 

under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you” 1 

Peter 5:6. In humility, confess your sin & ask Jesus to be your Savior! 

You Are No Longer Ignorant 

I urge you to turn to Jesus! Don’t come to the end of life; and, say, like King Belshazzar, “I should have known 
better.” It matters not what you’ve done with your life up until now! If you humble yourself before God, He 
will extend to you His love, mercy, and grace! Dedicate the rest of your life to serving God by the power of His 
Holy Spirit! You’re flesh isn’t enough! Your physical strength isn’t enough! You need Jesus! You can’t “UNDO” 
what you’ve “DONE”; but, you can change the course of your life moving forward! We serve the God who 
makes beauty from ashes! He loves to set the sinner FREE! He redeems and makes all things new; including, 
your life if you’ll just give it back to Him!  

The MBC Weekly 

Small Groups @ MBC 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, October 15th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Randy Ehlers Sunday Night 
 1st— D. Mastbergen Thursday PM:       

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

  

          

 

 

 

   

Announcements 

 Looking For A Good Podcast? 
Check out              
“Christianity and Liberalism” 
by Westminster Seminary 

 Next “Servant Equipped” 
Class? Begins Wednesday, 
October 11. Look for details 
in the bulletin! 
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