Morningside Bible Church

“Greeting Team”

For Sunday, October 29nd
Remember: Meet in the coat room

@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

5th SUNDAY! EVERYONE’S
A GREETER!

e 1st— D. Mastbergen Thursday PM:
e  2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;
e 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;

4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

/Small Groups @ MBC\

Offer Spiritual
Accountability
And Instruction

N J

Announcements

1. Looking For A Good Book?
Check out “All That Jesus
Commanded” by John Piper
(Crossway book)

2. “Servant Equipped” Class?
CONTINUES tonight! Flyer
details @ Welcome Desk
(Come join us!)

Planned Neglect

October 25, 2023

The MBC Weekly
Daniel: Praying Through Obstacles

(Note:This continues a series of posts on Daniel’s life) The so-called “Health,
Wealth & Prosperity Gospel” would have us believe that doing the right things
& praying the right way & saying the right words will ensure that everything,
in life, will go right! That health will follow us! That wealth will follow us; and,
prosperity too! But, the Biblical story, of the prophet Daniel, shows us quite
the opposite! In fact, the Bible is replete with similar examples that show
that doing the right thing does NOT always ensure that everything in life
will go right! That everything will go the way we’ve planned for it to go!
Despite of Daniel’s faithfulness, to God’s Word & His commandments, he
still had enemies who meant to do him harm (read Daniel chapter

6). When “...they could find no charge or corruption, for he was

trustworthy...” (v.4) they conspired to use his faith against him by deceiving
King Darius into signing a decree that exposed Daniel for his ultimate
loyalty to God rather than the king! But, Daniel’s story teaches us to trust
God to deal with our enemies! We don’t need to work so hard to defend
ourselves! Let God defend us! Daniel’s story also proves that a believer can
thrive in an environment that’s hostile to their faith; but, it’s not always going
to be comfortable! In our “politically correct” world, we're tempted every
day to compromise our faith! To fudge a little here! To keep our mouth shut
there! Like Daniel, if you don’t compromise, you're going to run into trouble
with this unbelieving world sooner or later! So, trust God with your
enemies! Daniel has seen this before. He’s a very old man at this point;
perhaps, more than 80 years old! He had been exiled to Babylon as a
teenager; and, Darius is now the 4th king under whom he’s served. So, the
“names” may have changed; but, Daniel’s challenge, to remain faithful to God
in a hostile world, remains the same! So, how does he respond when he is
informed of his enemy’s deception? The text says,“...he went into his
house...and three times a day he got down on his knees, prayed, and gave thanks
to his God, just as he had done before” (v.10). See that? Daniel didn’t just turn
to prayer when he had exhausted all human attempts to fix his
predicament! Prayer was part of the regular rhythm of his life! We can’t
expect to treat God like a genie, ignoring Him until you face a problem you
can’t fix by yourself; and expecting Him to eagerly make good on your
request! That kind of treatment is repulsive and disrespectful to the God of
the universe! Daniel had a regular pattern of consistent, daily prayer.
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Like clockwork, the text of Daniel 6 informs us that Daniel prayed regularly, 3 times a day every day! A noted
concert violinist was once asked about the secret of her mastery of the instrument; and, she answered with 2
words— “Planned Neglect!” she said, “Many things used to demand my time. When | went to my room after
breakfast, | made my bed, straightened the room, dusted, and did whatever seemed necessary. When | fin-
ished my work, | turned to my violin practice. That system prevented me from accomplishing what | should do
on the violin. So, | reversed things. | deliberately planned to neglect everything else until my practice period
was complete. And that program of planned neglect is the secret of my success.” Nothing got in the way of
Daniel’s prayer time! He scheduled it... to the planned neglect of everything else!



