Morningside Bible Church

“Greeting Team”

Remember: Meet in the coat room

@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye
on the auditorium for those who slipped
past!

Greeters this week:

Odin Dart Thurs Night;

Ladies Group Thursday Night

e 1st— Odin Dart Thursday Night;
Ladies Group Thursday Night

e  2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;

e 3rd—Randy Ehlers Monday Night;

e  4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;
Tackett Sunday Night

Small Groups @ MBC

Seek To Balance
Worship, Study In The
Word, Fellowship,
Prayer & Witnessing

Announcements

1. Looking For A Good Podcast?
Check out “The Gospel
Coalition” podcast!

2. Looking For A Good Book?
Check out “All That Jesus
Commanded” by John Piper
(Crossway book)
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The MBC Weekly

(Note:This continues a series of posts on Daniel’s life) Let me begin this
post by making another interesting point about God’s prophet, Daniel—
He purposely committed a “crime” against a human government so he
would not be guilty of committing a “sin” against God! The scene
unfolds in chapter 6, of Daniel’s book, as the enemies of Daniel deceive
King Darius into signing ““...an edict that for 30 days, anyone who petitions
any god or man except you, the king, will be thrown into the lions’

den” (v.7). An agreement that, if followed, would force Daniel to commit
the sin of idolatry against his God. Something he would not do! So,
when he was observed praying to his God the trap was set & he was
arrested for treason against his King & sentenced to death, a pit full of
hungry lions to be his executioners! So, he purposely & knowingly
committed a “crime” against a human government to avoid committing a
“sin” against his God! This was familiar territory for Daniel! Much
earlier, in his life, he had observed how his 3 friends— Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah— had made a similar decision when faced with their choice
to obey God or man (see Chapter 2). Instead of lions, they faced the
prospect of death in a fiery furnace! But, Daniel noted that God
delivered them! God always delivers— whether by a miracle; or, by
death— but, He always delivers! We may not consider “death” as a
delivery option, but it’s often something God uses to remove the
believer from their suffering; while at the same time leaving the
persecutors with an irrefutable testimony of faith for consideration.
When King Darius, who was NOT Daniel’s enemy, realized that he had
been duped, he worked hard to deliver Daniel from certain death; but,
he could not (v.14).The most powerful man, in the world, couldn’t
deliver him from “...the law of the Medes & the Persians, that changes
not...” What a picture of the weakness of man! Even the most powerful,
of men, was unable to reverse the inevitable! Don’t trust in man! Don’t
trust in yourself! Trust God! Oh, how we need to learn that, don’t we?
When Daniel submitted to God’s Sovereign plans, God was able to use
his life circumstances to build another person’s faith! Daniel focused on
God’s “big picture.” Without God’s help, we will always focus on our
circumstances!

We tend to see all our pain & suffering through the lens of our own self-centered glasses! We need the Holy Spirit’s
help to remove the glasses of self! To deny self! Daniel saw God use the trouble in his life as a testimony that led first,

to King Nebuchadnezzar’s faith (ch.4); and, now brought King Darius to faith! “Then the king went to his palace and
spent the night fasting. No diversions were brought to him, and he could not sleep. At the first light of dawn, the king
got up and hurried to the lions’ den. When he reached the den, he cried out in anguish to Daniel.” “Daniel, servant of the
living God,” the king said, “has your God whom you serve continually been able to rescue you from the lions?” “Yes,”
Daniel answered, “My God has delivered me. He has locked shut the mouths of lions.” Even when facing the prospect of
death, Daniel remained influential in the King’s life! He persistently incarnated God’s truth in the way he lived! Oh, may
that be a lesson we all learn! Let God use you for His eternal purposes, even if it leads to deliverance by death.



