


WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

OPENING PRAYER

LESSON 1: ADAM
      O SAVIOR OF OUR FALLEN RACE           Choir

LESSON 2: ABRAHAM
      THIS LITTLE BABE                                 Choir

LESSON 3: ISAIAH
     UNTO US A SON IS BORN                       Choir
     O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL                    Audience

LESSON 4: JOSEPH
      JOSEPH WALKING                                  Men’s Choir

LESSON 5: MARY
      BREATH OF HEAVEN                               Women’s Choir

LESSON 6: ANGELS
      REST MERRY, REJOICE                           Grace Notes
      JOY TO THE WORLD                               Audience

LESSON 7: SHEPHERD
      AWAKE! SING GLORIA!                          Choir

LESSON 8: WISE MEN
      NOEL                                                   Choir

LESSON 9: HOMILY
      HALLELUJAH CHORUS                            Everyone

CLOSING REMARKS AND BENEDICTION

NUNC DIMITTIS                                           Choir and Choir Alumni

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A RECEPTION FOLLOWING THE CONCERT

LESSONS AND CAROLS:                                        
GOOD NEWS THROUGH THE AGES

PRELUDE                                                         Jeff Cagle & Carla Ball 
Select Carols      

CHANGE RING PRELUDE ON ‘DIVINE MYSTERIUM,’             Grace Notes

The lyrics below are provided for your meditation

Of the Father’s Love begotten,                                                         
Ere the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega,
He the Source, the Ending he,

Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see,

Evermore and evermore!

This is he whom heav’n-taught singers                                       
Sang of old with one accord,

Whom the Scriptures of the prophets
Promised in their faithful word;

Now he shines, the long-expected;
Let creation praise its Lord,

Evermore and evermore!

Christ, to thee with God the Father,                                             
And, O Holy Ghost, to thee,

Hymn and chant, and high thanksgiving,
And unwearied praises be,

Honor, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory,

Evermore and evermore!

Arranged by Fred Gramman. © Lorenz Publishing Co. All rights reserved .                                                                             
.Streamed with permission under One License #726421.



LESSON 2
OPENING SCRIPTURE                                                       Genesis 15:1-6

ABRAHAM

CLOSING SCRIPTURE                                                      Genesis 21:1-3;
                                                                          Matthew 1:2-3; 15-16

THIS LITTLE BABE                                                                         Choir

This little babe so few days old                                                                   
Is come to rifle Satan’s fold;                                                                       

All hell doth at his presence quake,                                                  
Though he himself for cold do shake;

For in this weak, unarmed wise,
The gates of hell he will surprise.

With tears he fights and wins the field
His naked breast stands for a shield                                                              
His battering shot are babish cries                                                          
His arrows looks of weeping eyes

His martial ensigns Cold and Need
And feeble flesh his warrior’s steed.

His camp is pitched in a stall
His bulwark but a broken wall;                                                                

The crib his trench, haystalks his stakes                                                                       
Of shepherds he his muster makes                                                        
And thus as sure his foe to wound
The angels’ trumps alarum sound.

My soul, with Christ join thou in fight;
Stick to the tents that he hath pight

Within his crib is surest ward;
This little Babe will by thy guard

If thou wilt foil thy foes with joy, then                                            
Flit not from this heavenly Boy!

Words by Robert Southwell. Music by Benjamin Britten, Op 28.
Arranged by Julius Harrison. © 1948 by Boosey &amp; Hawkes Co., Ltd. All

rights reserved..Streamed with permission.

LESSON 1
OPENING SCRIPTURE                                                 Genesis 1:1, 26-28

ADAM

CLOSING SCRIPTURE                                                     Genesis 3:14-15

O SAVIOR OF OUR FALLEN RACE                                                   Choir
O Savior of our fallen race                                                                                     

O Brightness of the Father’s face                                                                           
O Son who shared the Father’s might                                                         
Before the world knew day or night

O Jesus, very Light of light
Our constant Star in sin’s deep night

Now, hear the prayers Your people pray                                          
Throughout the world this holy day.

Remind us, Lord of life and grace
How once, to save our fallen race

You put our human vesture on                                                                        
And came to us as Mary’s son                                                                                         
Today, as year by year its light                                                                         

Brings to our world a promise bright                                                              
One precious truth outshines the sun

Salvation comes from You alone.

For from the Father’s throne You came
His banished children to reclaim

And earth, and sea, and sky revere
The love of Him who sent You here

And we are jubilant today
For You have washed our guilt away

O hear the glad new song we sing
On this, the birth of Christ our King!

O Savior of our fallen race
The world will see Your radiant face

For You who came to us before
Will come again and all restore.

Let songs of praise Your name adorn
O Christ, Redeemer, virgin-born,
Whom with the Father we adore

And Holy Spirit evermore. Hallelujah. Amen

Words © 1978, Lutheran Book of Worship (admin. By Augsburg Fortress). Music © 2011 Getty Music Publishing 
Arranged by David Angerman. Distributed by Shawnee Press. All rights reserved. Streamed with permission under 

One License #726421.



LESSON 3 CONTINUED

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL                                                    Audience

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,                                    
O come ye, O come he to Bethlehem.                                                 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels.

Refrain:                                                                                                          
O come, let us adore him,                                                                            
O come, let us adore him,                                                                           

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,                                              
Sing all ye citizens of heav'n above.                                                     

Glory to God in the highest.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning:                                     
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n.                                                            

Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing.

Copyright  1990, Great Commission Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved.  International copyright secured.

Used with permission from Great Commission Publications

LESSON 3
OPENING SCRIPTURE                                                            Isaiah 9:2-5

ISAIAH

CLOSING SCRIPTURE                                                            Isaiah 5:6-9

UNTO US A SON IS BORN                                                              Choir

Unto us a Son is born,                                                                                       
“Welcome, holy Stranger!”                                                                                  
Let us go this happy morn                                                                                

And see Him in the manger,                                                                             
And see Him in the manger.

How can He be born on earth
Yet Lord of all creation?

Still the oxen know His worth
And kneel in adoration,

Kneel in adoration.

‘Round the stable angels sing
And shepherds thrill to hear it!
Mary treasures all these things

Within a humble spirit.

When this Child becomes a man
He’ll teach and heal the nation,
Then fulfill His Father’s plan

To die for our salvation,                                                                                     
To die for our salvation.

Though He bears our sin and strife,
Now hear the gospel story:
Christ shall rise again to life

And lead us up to glory,
And lead us up to glory!

Alpha and Omega, He!
All heaven and earth rejoices!

Let us sing out merrily
And join the angel voices,
And join the angel voices!

Unto us a Son is Born!
Puer Nobis Nascitur (1582), translated by Trevor Manor.

Arranged by Trevor Manor. © 2016. Beckenhorst Press, Inc. All rights
reserved. Streamed with permission under One License #726421.



LESSON 4
OPENING SCRIPTURE                                                  Matthew 1:18-21

JOSEPH

CLOSING SCRIPTURE                                                          Luke 2:1, 4-7

JOSEPH WALKING                                                              Men’s Choir

As Joseph was a-walking his thoughts were running wild;          
Sweet Mary, his betrothed, was found to be with child!                      

Oh, how could she unfaithful be, whose spirit was so true?               
As Joseph was a walking, he pondered what to do. 

As Joseph was a-resting, a plan began to form:                                    
He would divorce her quietly and cause as little harm                         
For her and for unborn child; perhaps for all there’d be                         

A future with some happiness instead of misery.

As Joseph was a-sleeping, an angel said to him,                               
“Fear not to wed sweet Mary for, in truth, she did not sin;                  

The child she bears is from on high, and faithful she’s remained         
To you and to the God of Hosts who chose her for such fame.

“The child within her is a son; salvation he shall win                          
For those who come to follow him; he will forgive their sin!              

The name of Jesus you shall give unto this heavenly boy;                  
His birth and death for Adam’s race shall bring his people joy!”

As Joseph was a-walking, he set forth to obey,                              
Relying on the heavenly plan the angel did convey.                            

He married and brought home his wife to guard this life so new, 
And so our Savior had a home with earthly parents true.

As Joseph was a-walking, as Joseph was a-resting,                               
As Joseph was a-walking, he knew just what to do!

Words from Matthew 1:18-21. Music by Barbara Scheffter.
©2025 by Barbara Scheffter. Streamed with permission..

LESSON 5
OPENING SCRIPTURE                                                         Luke 1:26-31

MARY

CLOSING SCRIPTURE                                   Luke 32-25; Matthew 1:21

BREATH OF HEAVEN                                                     Women’s Choir

I have travelled many moonless nights                                                
Cold and weary with a babe inside                                                      

And I wonder what I’ve done                                                               
Holy Father, You have come

And chosen me now to carry Your Son
I am waiting in a silent prayer

I am frightened by the load I bear
In a world as cold as stone

Must I walk this path alone?
Be with me now, be with me now.

Breath of Heaven, hold me together
Be forever near me, Breath of Heaven

Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness
Pour over me Your Holiness, for you are Holy

Breath of Heaven.

Do You wonder as You watch my face?                                                     
If a wiser one should have had my place                                               

But I offer all I am for the mercy of Your plan,
Help me be strong, help me be, help me.

Breath of Heaven, hold me together
Be forever near me, Breath of Heaven

Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness
Pour over me Your Holiness, for you are Holy

Breath of Heaven.    

Words and music by Chris Eaton and Amy Grant. Arranged by Lloyd Larson. This arr. © 2013. Administered by 
BMG Rights Management LLC. Streamed with permission under One License #726421.



LESSON 6
OPENING SCRIPTURE                                                         Luke 1:26-31

ANGELS

CLOSING SCRIPTURE                                                       1 Peter 1:10-12

REST MERRY AND REJOICE                                                 Grace Notes

JOY TO THE WORLD                                                                Audience

Joy to the world! The Lord has come:
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,

Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow

Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,

And wonders, and wonders of his love.

Arranged by Barbara Scheffter. © 2019, From the Top Music. Albuquerque, NM. All rights reserved. Streamed with 
permission.

.

Copyright  1990, Great Commission Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.  International copyright secured. Used 
with permission from Great Commission Publications

LESSON 7
OPENING SCRIPTURE                                                            Luke 2:8-11

SHEPHERD

CLOSING SCRIPTURE                                                          LUKE 2:16-20

AWAKE! SING GLORIA!                                                                  Choir

Sleepers awake, sing Gloria!
Sing to the Lord with joyful noise!

Sing to the Lord! Lift high your voice!
Gloria, gloria Deo!

Come see the King, see the King of glory,
Come see the One who is born to save us all.

Come see the King, see the King of glory!  
Sing to the Lord! Sing to the Lord!

Gloria gloria Deo!
Sing we all Noel! Praise Him!

Sleepers awake, sing Gloria!                                                                
Come hear the song the angels sing.                                                   
Come and adore the newborn King!

Gloria, gloria, Deo!

Words and music by Joseph Martin. © 1999, 2002, Malcolm
Music, a division of Shawnee Press, Inc. All rights reserved. Streamed with

permission under One License #726421.



LESSON 8
OPENING SCRIPTURE                                                      Matthew 2:1-2

Wise Men
CLOSING SCRIPTURE                                                     Matthew 2:3-12

NOEL!                                                                                          Choir
Translation:

Noel! Noel! Jesus has come to live with us.                                                       
If you want to know the Child,

You have to come kneel.
-Kituba dialect

LESSON 9
SEEING OURSELVES IN THE CHRISTMAS STORY

Pastor Sam Hettinger
HALLELUJAH CHORUS                      Choir, Musicians and Audience

CLOSING REMARKS AND BENEDICTION

NUNC DIMITTIS                                           Choir and Choir Alumni

Thank you for coming this evening. Please stay for a time of 
refreshments and fellowship!

Noel, by Todd Smith. Arranged by Brad Holmes. © 2004, exclusively licensed by Curb Songs to First Step 
Publishing, Millikin University. All rights reserved. Streamed with permission.

Nunc Diminits, by Morten Luvaas. Used with permission.

PROGRAM NOTES

CHANGE RING PRELUDE ON ‘DIVINUM MYSTERIUM’: Respected composer Fred 
Gramann arranged this lovely handbell piece.  In the opening measures, the 
music imitates change ringing, a rhythmic, mathematical pattern of ringing that 
has been used with church tower bells since the 1600’s.  The tune of “Divinum 
Mysterium,” also known as “Of the Father’s Love Begotten,” emerges from the 
change ringing pattern as a simple melody.  The piece grows in intensity,  as the 
ancient melody is accompanied by chords, echoes from the treble to bass bells in 
echoes, and mingles with the change ringing pattern. The song builds to a 
glorious finish, setting the mood for our Lessons and Carols program.

O SAVIOR OF OUR FALLEN RACE: This beautiful and haunting hymn has its 
origins in the 6th century and is a traditional hymn for Vespers (evening service) 
during the Christmas season. The original Latin words are …Christe Redemptor 
Omnium” and were translated by the Reverend Doctor Gilbert E. Doan Jr., an 
American Lutheran minister who lived from 1931-2024.
The hymn was set to music by Keith and Kristyn Getty, a husband and wife team 
hailing from Northern Ireland, who write hymns and perform all over the world. 

Keith Getty’s melody pays homage to the 6th century plainsong. In the first first 
verse, there are contrasting pairs — fallen and brightness, light and sin, and star 
and sin —  which highlight our need for a savior. Verse two speaks of human 
vesture  — clothing — and the newborn babe — coming naked into the world). 
This is beautiful ironic contrast.  Verse three is enveloped by the Father’s throne 
and Christ our King, images of royalty. In the middle lines we hear of nature’s 
joining in the praise of the salvation of mankind. Lastly, in verse four, we hear the 
first line of the song repeated. We are treated to a stunning celebration, with the 
idea that even as we celebrate his birth, we look to his coming again and the 
restoration that will happen. And the song ends with the confirmation that it is a 
triune God whom we worship!                    

THIS LITTLE BABE: The lyrics of this piece were written in 1595 by the poet, 
Robert Southwell; the original entitled "Newe Heaven, Newe Ware."  Southwell 
used the ironic juxtaposition of the vulnerability of a newborn babe, naked and 
crying, defeating the fallen angel Satan and all his works. Reading through the 
words you will find that it is a list of military imagery paired with different 
aspects the infant Jesus's birth. The poem highlights that God's ways are not our 
ways.

Benjamin Britten set the lyrics to music and included it in his Christmas oratorio 
Ceremony of Carols in 1942. He actually wrote most of the oratorio on a 
transatlantic sea voyage, returning to England after three years in America! The 
music is fast-paced and energetic, and the conclusion contains a cannon 
separated by one beat, then slowing down considerably ending in unison with 
the choir challenging the listener: "If thou will foil thy foes with joy, then flit not 
from this heavenly boy!" It is a call to commitment.                                               



UNTO US A SON IS BORN: This hymn is one of the oldest Christmas carols that 
is still being sung today. It was composed sometime in the 14th century, probably 
in Germany, although the text was in Latin, Puer Nobis Nascitur. The carol was 
included in the 1582 Finnish songbook Piae Cantiones and has been sung yearly 
ever since. The arrangement you will be hearing tonight (in English) is by Trevor 
Manor, who blends the traditional melody with modern musical elements, 
creating a lovely interaction between past. The tempo is upbeat and joyful, as is 
the news that “a Son is born; welcome, happy stranger!”                                     

JOSEPH WALKING: The lyrics of this song closely follow the account of Joseph’s 
dream, recorded in Matthew 1.  The march-like rhythm and descending musical 
line capture Joseph’s confusion upon hearing that Mary is pregnant.  The angel’s 
explanation comes in the midst of his frustration, represented by a different 
rhythmic motif.  Joseph marches forth at the end, trusting the angel’s message.  
At the very end, the song’s minor key resolves into a major key, indicating 
Joseph’s newly found resolve and peace.                                                                                         

BREATH OF HEAVEN (MARY’S SONG): Breath of Heaven” was written by Amy 
Grant and Chris Eaton in 1992. Grant said that she was pregnant with her third 
child when she wrote the song and tried to imagine the Christmas story from 
Mary’s perspective. The song is both soliloquy and prayer, as Mary ponders 
being a virgin carrying God’s son. There is some very human uncertainty in the 
soliloquy, as Mary expresses her isolation. The …moonless night” metaphorically 
speaks of the darkness and confusion she feels. A few lines down she directly 
expresses her fears, and that leads her to the prayer. The refrain is overflowing 
with supplication to God, as she realizes her need in the supernatural event of 
the incarnation.                                                                                                               

REST MERRY, REJOICE: This selection is a medley of three carols that mention 
about resting and/or rejoicing.  It opens with a playful variation on the melody 
of “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen, an English carol that dates back to the 1500’s.  
After the carol is presented, the medley transitions into “All My Heart This Night 
Rejoices,” another ancient carol in 1653.  The third carol to enter is “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel.”  But the chorus, “Rejoice, rejoice!” precedes the verse.  
Strains of all three carols interweave in the final section of the song, with a 
rhythmic surprise for the audience and a final, grand flourish of joy. 

“AWAKE! SING GLORIA!”: Awake! Sing Gloria!” was written and composed by 
Joseph M. Martin, a musician from North Carolina, who has devoted his career 
to training church musicians and composing music for the church. The 
lyrics “Sleepers awake! Sing Gloria Deo; Praise him!” is the complete text for this 
exciting and energetic Christmas anthem. The intention is for us to picture the 
shepherds, having just been sung to by a host of angels, rushing to Bethlehem to 
greet the newborn king and Messiah, God incarnate. These shepherds are 
inviting others to join them in the celebration. The joy is electric, which is 
appropriate since this piece is from Martin’s oratorio, Canticle of Joy. We can also 
see this song as appropriate for the present, perhaps as a call to share our faith in 
this season of decorations, shopping, and music: Sleepers, awake! Christmas is 
about the birth of Christ, the Savior of the world!  

NOEL: This piece is sung in Kituba, a language of diplomacy that serves as a 
bridge between many African languages. Kituba is also the official language of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where singer-songwriter Todd Smith 
grew up as a missionary kid from 1978-1986.                                                             

Noel is the French word for Christmas, but in medieval Latin carols, …noel” was 
used as a joyful cry celebrating Christ’s birth. In the opening of this song the cry 
announcing Jesus’s birth echoes from village to village.  As the song progresses 
we hear an invitation that infers the lordship of Jesus Christ: if you want to know 
the child, you have to come and kneel. Amen!                                             

HALLELUJAH!: The Hallelujah Chorus,” from the oratorio Messiah, is one of the 
most well-known pieces of sacred music. Familiarly known as “Handel’s 
Messiah,” the piece is usually associated with George Frederick Handel (1685-
1759). However, there is an unsung hero this musical masterpiece: Charles 
Jennens (1700-1773). Jennens was a wealthy landowner, patron of the arts, but 
most importantly a devout Christian. He and Handel were close friends, and 
Jennens chose and compiled the scriptures that served as the text for the entire 
Messiah. Jennens’  passion was for people to know that Jesus was indeed the 
Messiah spoken of in the Old Testament. Messiah is divided into three parts: part 
one is the Messiah’s coming, part two is Christ’s passion (suffering on the cross), 
and part three is Jesus’s glorification. The scriptures used in the text of Hallelujah 
are Revelation 19:6, 11:15, and 19:16, and when we are listening to and singing it, 
we have a foretaste of worshiping our God in Heaven!

NUNC DIMITIS: This piece, also known as “The Song of Simeon,” takes its text 
from Luke 2, in which the elderly, faithful Simeon meets the holy family and 
holds the baby Jesus in his arms. He has been waiting his entire life to see the 
promised Messiah, and when he finally holds him, he prays, “Now may your 
servant depart in peace.”

Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to thy word in peace;
Because my eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples;
A light to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

The Anglican Church uses versions of the Nuns Dimitri’s to close many of its 
Evensong services. The arrangement sung this evening was written by Morten 
Luvaas, Music Department Chair at Allegheny College,Meadville, Pennsylvania, 
from 1930-1965.


