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JOHN 20:19-22, ACTS 1:8 | THE MISSIONAL MINDSET

ENGAGE (15-20 MINUTES)
Real Biblical community involves people “doing life together.” As much as we can, we want to
create an atmosphere where people get to know one another, and feel comfortable sharing the
ups, downs, and in-betweens of life.

To get people talking, have everyone answer the following: “What’s your favorite restaurant to eat
at in Cincinnati?”

REFLECTION AND STUDY (30-35 MINUTES)
Summary: We are missionaries. All of us. Really. Christ’s first message to his disciples after
his resurrection (John 20:19-22), and his last words to them at his departure (Acts 1:8) make it
clear that our identity and role are both defined by our “sentness.” We go with the Gospel
wherever we are, here in Cincinnati and to the ends of the earth. So many times, though, the
everyday Christian relegates mission work to the so-called “professional in the field.” Rubbish.
We must adopt the missionary mentality individually and corporately. Thus, the church
becomes an equipping and sending agency. This does not devalue the role of the traditional
‘missionary,” but rather enhances our appreciation and desire to support them and to learn
from them by applying the lessons they learn in our own context.

1. What things comes to mind when you hear the term “missionary”?

2. Read John 20:19-22 and Acts 1:8. Recap what they say about our identity and our power
source for accomplishing the mission. What does it look like to rely on the Spirit’s power as we
go?

3. On a scale of 0 to 10, rate your missionary mentality. 0 means you have no thoughts of
your “sentness” to your sphere of influence; 10 means you think of it and behave accordingly all
the time. What would it look like for you to push that number up significantly? Brainstorm as a

group.

4. Continuing on question 3, endeavor to change one thing this next week — one thought or
behavior — that would encourage you to live out your missionary calling. Here are some ideas:

* Ask questions and take an interest in people and their stories

* Listen/seek to understand before | speak

* Expect God to give me opportunities for sharing my hope and boldly seize them

* Pray specifically for individuals in my sphere of influence

* Ask someone how | can pray for them

. (you fill in the blank)

5. In what ways have you seen a church serve as an equipping or sending agency for you?
How can New City begin to be this kind of place for its members are regular visitors?

6. How does viewing ourselves as missionaries devalue OR elevate our appreciation of
vocational missionaries (fulltime Christian missionaries)?

PRAYER (10-15 MINUTES)
Break into men and women for prayer. Share prayer requests and pray for one another. Possible
fodder for prayer could be people’s answers to question #4.



