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PRACTICAL USE OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 

 
 
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  Joshua 24:15 
 
 
The 2019 Book of Common Prayer is uniquely positioned to enable us to live 
into this scripture. 
 

 It does not have the rubric that stating “all that is necessary for full 
incorporation into the Christian life is baptism.”   

 The 2019 BCP provides sufficient tools, combined with Holy Scripture, that 
will guide toward sanctification of the individual and the family. 

 
Family Applications: 
  

 Family daily devotions are important: 
o To draw the family closer to God through a deeper spiritual life as a unit 

and individual members 
o Regular Morning, Mid-day, Evening Prayer and Compline can be 

difficult to gather the family around. 
o Solution are Family Prayers: 

 Follows the basic structure of the Daily Office of the Church 
 The Reading and Collect may be read by one person, and the rest 

said in unison. 
 Appropriate Opening Sentences, Psalms, Readings and Collects 

are provided for in each service, but these may be expanded by 
following the rubric on page 66. 

 A concluding sentence from Morning and Evening Prayer may be 
used at the end of any of these devotions and may become a 
repeating theme with your family. 

 Let’s look at one of the services which could be the beginning of a devotional 
discipline for your family: 

 At The Close of The Day, p. 73 
o Utilize prayers from page 76-78 

 Once the pattern is established prayers for morning, midday and early evening 
are more easily added to the daily devotions.   

 Reaffirmation of baptismal vows.  P161 
o A candle is given at each Baptism – on the anniversary of the baptism 

each year the candle should be lit. 
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o The baptismal covenant should be restated 
 Anniversary of Marriages: 

o Utilize the vows from the ceremony to restate your commitment to one 
another – p201 

 Death of a loved one.  Utilize the prayers in the Burial Office.  P249 
 
 
Suggestions: 
 

 Have multiple BCP’s easily acceptable in the home for easy reference and use. 
 Give BCP to your spouse children, grandchildren and friends as gifts. 
 Teach your children by involving them in the liturgies of the church and home. 
 Below is the information for ordering: 

 

BCP Pew Edition 2019 
 $19.95 
 Imprint: Anglican Liturgy Press (2019) – 4th Printing 

Format: Hard cover 
Size: 5.375 x 7.5 inches 
Weight: 1 pound 15 ounces 
Pages: 802 
Font Size: 11.50 pt 
Cases of 16 Copies: $287.25 ($17.95 per copy) 
Availability: anglicanhousepublishers.org 

 BCP Pew Edition 2019 quantity 
 Add to cart 
 SKU: 978-1-7334727-7-7 Categories: Anglican Liturgy Press, Church, Published 

 

BCP Deluxe Edition 2019 
$31.95 
Imprint: Anglican Liturgy Press 
Format: Leather-like cover. 
Size: 6.25x 8.625 inches 
Weight: 2 pounds 4 ounces 
Pages: 802 
Font Size: 13.25 pt 
Availability: anglicanhousepublishers.org 
BCP Deluxe Edition 2019 quantity 
 Add to cart 
SKU: 978-1-7323448-4-6Categories: Anglican Liturgy Press, Church, Published 
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Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”  Luke 11:1 
 

 There are times when our hearts are so filled with joy, sorrow or our we are 
overcome by the enormity of the burden.  In those times the BCP can be a 
source of reference as to how we may put our feelings into words as we speak 
to our Lord. 

 When distraught or troubled and we are tempted to be angry…. let us pray.  
 
 

INDEX OF PRAYERS BY NEED OR FOCUS 
 
Thanksgiving: 
 

 Thanksgiving for a Beginning of Recovery    P233 
 Memorial Day         P636 
 Thanksgiving Day         P637 
 For Joy in God’s Creation       P652 

 
For the Nation: 
 

 For Peace of the World       P654 
 For Courts of Justice       P654 
 For Civil Authorities       P655 
 For an Election        P655 
 For Our Enemies        P655 

 
Specific to the United States: 
 

 For the President and All in Civil Authority    P657 
 For Congress or a State Legislature     P657 
 For Our Nation        P657 

 
Our Society: 
 

 For All Sorts and Conditions of Men     P658 
 For the Human Family       P659 
 For Social Justice        P659 
 In Times of Social Conflict or Distress     P659 
 For Those Who Serve Others      P660 
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 For Commerce and Industry      P660 
 For the Unemployed       P660 
 For Agriculture and Farming      P660 
 For Schools, Colleges, and Universities     P661 
 For the Medical Profession      P661 
 For Those Who Inform Public Opinion    P661 

 
Those in Need: 
 

 For Those We Love       P662 
 For Those Who Travel       P662 
 For the Absent        P662 
 For Those Who Live Alone      P662 
 For the Elderly        P663 
 For Those with Chronic Disease      P663 
 For a Person in Trouble or Bereavement    P663 
 For the Discouraged and Downcast     P663 
 For Prisoners        P664 
 For the Recovery of a Sick Person     P664 
 For Those Afflicted with Mental Illness     P665 
 For Those in Bondage to Addiction     P665 
 For the Unrepentant       P665  

 
Family and Personal Life: 
 

 For Families         P666 
 For the Care of Children       P666 
 For a Birthday        P666 
 For a Child, on or for a Birthday      P667 
 For a Marriage or Anniversary      P667 
 For Inner Renewal Through the Word     P667 
 For Christ To Be Formed in Us      P668 
 For Knowing and Loving God      P668 
 A Prayer of Self-Dedication      P668 
 For Desiring God        P668 
 For Holy Thought        P668 
 For Guidance        P669 
 For Guidance        P669 
 To Please God Rather Than Men     P669 
 For Mercy         P669 
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 For Trustfulness in Times of Worry and Anxiety   P670 
 For Help to Bear Bereavement      P670 
 For Quiet Confidence       P670 

 
Throughout the Day: 
 

 In the Morning        P670 
 Grace at Meals        P671 
 In the Evening        P671 
 For Sleep         P671 

 
Personal Devotion: 
 

 For Participation in the Peace of God     P672 
 For Daily Growth        P672 
 For Seeking God        P672 
 For Grace to Seek God in Every Way     P672 
 For Submission to God’s Will      P673 
 For Satisfaction in Christ       P673 
 A Covenant Prayer        P673 
 For a Virtuous Heart       P674 
 In Times of Suffering and Weakness     P674 
 For Union with Christ       P674 

 
 
At Times of Prayer and Worship: 
 

 Preparation for Personal Prayer      P675 
 For the Acceptance of Prayer      P675 
 For the Acceptance of Prayer       P675 
 For the Answering of Prayer      P675 
 Before the Reading of Scripture      P676 
 On Sundays         P676 
 Preparation for Public Worship      P676 
 Before Receiving Communion      P676 
 After Receiving Communion      P676 
 For Spiritual Communion       P677 
 After Communion        P677 
 After Public Worship       P677  
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Death, The Departed, And the Communion of Saints: 
 

 For Watchfulness        P678 
 For Joy at The End of Life      P678 
 For an Anniversary of One Departed     P678 
 The Communion of Saints      P678 
 The Communion of Saints      P679 
 For All Faithful Departed       P679 
 For the Coming of God’s Kingdom     P679 

 
Thanksgivings: 
 

 A Litany of Thanksgiving       P680 
 A Thanksgiving Prayer       P681 
 For the Mission of the Church      P681 
 For the Harvest        P681 
 For the Beauty of the Earth      P682 
 For the Diversity of Races and Cultures     P682 
 For Military Veterans       P682 
 For Deliverance from Peril      P683 
 For the Restoration of Health      P683 
 For Saints and Faithful Departed      P683 

 
 
How to Utilize the Index: 
 

 Set aside time to pray, even if it is short 
 Utilize the Index to focus your prayer, first in preparation and secondly a 

particular need 
 Utilize these prayers for family prayer time applying those to needs within the 

family 
 When distant pray, when close pray, when in doubt pray, when joyful pray, 

when ………….Well you get the picture.   
 With the 2019 BCP there is ample tools to go before our Lord in prayer. 

 
 

 
 
 


