Great Chapters of the Bible: 1 Corinthians 15
Background
· Ancient city, mentioned in Homer’s Iliad (9th Century BC)
· Setting for Jason and the Argonauts searching for the Golden Fleece
· Strategic Location for trade – north, south, east and west all come together here.
· Commercially prosperous
· Largest City in Greece 
· Roman Colony capital of the region of Achaia
· Cosmopolitan: Greek, Roman, Syrian, Egyptians, Jews, etc.  Melting pot
· Temple of Aphrodite – 1000 thousand prostitutes – 2000 feet above the old city where all the pagan gods were worshiped: Apollo, Athena, Hera, Hermes, Isis, Serapis, etc.
· Over 50 different schools of philosophy were in the city.
· Known for moral corruption, fornication, idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, stealing covetousness, drunkenness, swindling and general debauchery (I Cor 6:9-10)
· Hollywood, Las Vegas, and NYC combined.
· Fertile soil so good agricultural production 
· Many were educated, intellectual, prosperous, and influential by worldly standards.
Paul and Corinth - Second Missionary Journey
· Started in Philippi - Acts 16 – Vision of man of Macedonia; beaten; imprisoned; earthquake; released.
· Thessalonica – uproar, escape to Berea.
· Berea – more noble than Thess.  Received word with gladness and studied scripture to confirm Paul’s teaching (Acts 17:11)
· Athens – unknown God – mostly dismissed and mocked – no church ever established?
· Corinth – came with much fear and trembling – 1 Cor 2:1-4
· Stayed with Aquila and Priscilla – tent makers.
· Paul never took money to support his ministry for himself – collected for others.
· Started with the Jews but they rejected him, so he focused solely on Gentiles.
· The Lord strengthens Paul for his ministry there (Acts 18:9) 
1. 2 Corinthians		Written after Paul heard from Titus that his message and corrections were received.

Chapter 15 Outline
· VS 1-12		Definition of the Gospel
· VS 13 – 25		Death and Resurrection
· VS 26 – 35		Christ’s Kingdom
· VS 36 – 40		Immortality
· VS 41 – 50		Resurrection of our Bodies
· VS 51 – 58		The Rapture
VS 1-11 What is the Gospel?
1. He died for our sins according to the scriptures
2. He was buried
3. He was raised from the dead
4. He Appeared and Ascended into Heaven
Scriptures
· Isaiah 53
· Jonah 1:17 referenced by Jesus in Matthew 12:40
· Psalm 16:8-11
Christ’s Physical Resurrected Body
· Numerous appearances after the resurrection
· Could be touched (John 20:27 – Thomas)
· Could be recognized – road to Emmaus
· Could go through locked doors – upper room
· Could eat and drink with them – Sea of Galilee
· Transformed to transcend our physical limitations with time/space.
VS 12 – 19 If Christ has not risen from the dead:
1. Preachings in vain
2. Faith is in vain
3. False witnesses
4. Dead not raised
5. All who died in Christ have perished
6. We believed a lie and are most miserable
VS 20 – 29
· Christ is the first fruits from the dead – we will follow
· Adam and Christ – through Adam dead came; through Christ life came
· In Adam you are dead; in Christ you are alive
· No resurrection of unbelievers – Christ first, then the believers at His coming (rapture).
· Unbelievers are raised for the White Throne of Judgment in Revelation 20:11)
· At the end, all Satan’s power is destroyed
· The Kingdom of God is established
· All God’s enemies are under His feet
· The last enemy is death.
· Everything is in subjection to God and the Son
VS 29 – if Jesus is not raised, why bother doing any baptism for the dead?


VS 30 – 34
· Paul was willing to suffer greatly for the gospel because Jesus was raised from the dead
· 2 Corinthians 4:8-11
· 2 Corinthains 11:23 -29
· Bad company corrupts good morals
VS 35 – 50
· The seed dies and a God designed new body emerges – bulb a flower, acorn to a tree, etc.
· Bodies for man, animal, birds, fish, stars, sun, moon, space all designed by God
· Corruption to in corruption
· Dishonor to glory
· Weakness to power
· Natural to Spiritual
· We were like Adam – natural; we will also be like Jesus – spiritual
· Unless you are born again you will not inherit the kingdom of God.
VS 51-58
· We shall be changed
· Twinkling of an eye, from corruptible to incorruptible
· 1 Thes 4:15-17
· Isaiah 26: 19-21
· John 14: 1-6
· We put on immortality
· Death is swallowed up, no sting, 
· We have the victory in Jesus Christ
· All we do for Him will never be in vain




