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Spotlight  Missions Outreach   
Gift Giving Tree  

 
Is there anyone on your Christmas list that ‘has 
everything’ and/or ‘wants nothing’?   
Here is a great idea.  
 
What can I give them? The gift of a hen and rooster to  
Christians in Haiti.  
Who will oversee the gift? Missionaries working with Purposeful 
Pathways will distribute the gifts. 
Why is this needed? Many are widowed, disabled, or unemployed due 
to gang violence. 
How will this help? The recipient(s) will receive, care for, feed, and 
incubate to expand the flock over time. With one chicken and a hen, it 
is possible to raise a continuous supply of nutrient rich food to eat 
and/or sell, either as eggs or as meat. The missionaries provide 
training where needed. 

 
How does it work?  

1. Look for the tree with beautiful handmade ornaments and 
take as many as you need for gifts. 

2. Take the same number of Christmas greeting cards 
provided or use your own if preferred. 

3. Address the card to the family or individual whose name(s) 
the gift is given in and enclose the ornament. 

4. Donate $20 to Purposeful Pathways for each ornament 
given as a gift to family and friends. 

*** Ornaments were made by Mary Meulenberg  
 

Send checks to Purposeful Pathways, 2370 Leaning Oaks Dr. 
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 
Online at www.purposefulpathway.org   Or with QR code 

 

http://www.purposefulpathway.org/


 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

F A L L  2 0 2 4  W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D I E S  

The Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study will be exploring the letter of Paul to the Philippians using the study 

guide Philippians: To Live is Christ by Jon Nielson. 

“Writing with warmth and frankness, Paul lays down important theological truths and uses them as the basis 
for transforming our lives and relationships. Ultimately he shows how we can move from selfishness and self-
confidence to self-giving, contentment, and confidence in Christ.” (prpbooks.com) 
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets each week on Wednesday mornings from 9:15 to 11 a.m. There is 
no nursery provided.  Contact Carol Chupp with questions at (231) 676-0886or caroljean135@gmail.com. 

December/January Schedule:  December 4 and 11 – Off for Christmas/New Year’s – January 22 resume 

The Wednesday Evening Bible Study will be studying Behold and Believe: A Bible Study on the "I Am" Statements 
of Jesus by Courtney Doctor & Joanna Kimbrel. 

"This is a 7-week Bible from the Gospel Coalition that explores the "I Am" statements in the gospel of John. 
Seeing is believing. If we want to know who Jesus is and why He is important to our lives, we need to take a 
closer look at what He said about Himself. Jesus describes Himself as the bread of life, the light of the world, 
the good shepherd, and more. His bold words invite us to behold Him-and then to trust Him."(crossway.org) 

This study will meet the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  If you would like 
more information about this group, please contact Karen Faber, faberkk@yahoo.com or Greta 
Entingh, gretaentingh@gmail.com.  

December/January Schedule:  December 4 and 18.  Resumes January 8 and 22, 2025 – every 2nd / 4th Wednesday 

The Thursday morning study, also known as GROW Groups, will be studying the book of Romans using the study In 
View of God's Mercies by Courtney Doctor. 

“In this 9-session study, walk through the book of Romans to discover that salvation doesn't just change your 
eternal future; it changes your present reality.  Because of God's salvation, hope, peace, life, faith, trust, and 
endurance are yours.   

Learn that after God saves you, He invites you to join Him on His two-fold mission -- to sanctify and transform 
you into the image of Jesus and to send you out into the world to share the good news of salvation in Jesus 
Christ.” (lifeway.com). 

GROW Groups meet each week on Thursday mornings from 9:15 to 11 a.m.  Nursery is provided for children under 
three and a Little Lambs class is available for children age three to Kindergarten.  Contact Carrie Hill with questions 
at (616) 260-4282or carrieme2@gmail.com. 

December/January Schedule:  December 5 – Brunch – Resumes - January 9 – Brunch – 16, 23,30 

 

https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.I1QWnEUjRQZmeILWJHEKPZ1IKv70prWg-2BxQ-2B8l-2BFq3NDYhO-2F-2BzYbM3Eada2U114d1R799hXDIof4wLUOx4x9UQ-3D-3DF3yJ_wL6cm4BILw7wzOxZlSCiZ5yjRAli30PDTkwYfaj8o5-2FLg7E3YZLdWKhdUPUjMeAlSIng5iUeoqt5aUiGMhuHmpmxeDFFwCkwhIyqgBoSyhMdCYgiLJtqlT6dKiFq7zR53k5U2ISKcI-2Fmrn4UbJk-2FBNhR5mTKzYuAKd7l9ROIHLeCF6B8TDjForFbzFmQ8na5R4Pk9IGzx1xP4xKzaGgD4yhWYWCgvSIjBzfnZKnyNqZtRWsZv-2B4TZsqIYpWk3MhToCPIaN748atY-2Bywes5yMDWYLXC-2Bx0Fk2qE6WcDgXkhI-3D
tel:(231)676-0886
mailto:caroljean135@gmail.com
https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.htWCTw1wbDDgGfwU6Sh77Nvf3njFr-2Bl0EnxFU3jjmbU-3DgoBR_wL6cm4BILw7wzOxZlSCiZ5yjRAli30PDTkwYfaj8o5-2FLg7E3YZLdWKhdUPUjMeAlSIng5iUeoqt5aUiGMhuHmpmxeDFFwCkwhIyqgBoSyhMdCYgiLJtqlT6dKiFq7zR5-2BVjhCCEhxVOC2onTDe7SodrsCv5Gded8k1acK1hMrXTTe0sEegvraUWGcCBHSNkntd91-2BdhKXBL-2Fel-2BGIDWaBOw3Ipqp4N0qB4MjIVZW6EqQ8yTt0T4p4N8Lnna81nsWirQCa-2BA6urDRl1Rk15nDg-2FinY1W1b2lqYkrrxVEBzRI-3D
mailto:faberkk@yahoo.com
mailto:gretaentingh@gmail.com
https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.I1QWnEUjRQZmeILWJHEKPRmcitDVNPKiy7-2BoBT2ezQ0465DJUhQ29HMG2v6J6iklkXCQ5Pz9ikCwrEz7H1E9A5r6PCB05ZAajSfEnIv20WeWAA2UxndyLwKTrlu-2Bd0ojlLAC_wL6cm4BILw7wzOxZlSCiZ5yjRAli30PDTkwYfaj8o5-2FLg7E3YZLdWKhdUPUjMeAlSIng5iUeoqt5aUiGMhuHmpmxeDFFwCkwhIyqgBoSyhMdCYgiLJtqlT6dKiFq7zR5pUXH4aHZiYLUUivzG2xhG9lFQ2DiSOm1c4paoJe8UPDvyTW07sDzf9-2BlSn5y1ezb0lQVSs0eBtc6g1kqpvGWG-2BZdb-2Bk88vJDrA4pDrrQGURmiTTeyBz5VJIesG8drpvVXKExYxNz1hF8kNIzie9s4usJIP0xuDQxhKcV1OM2ofQ-3D
tel:(616)260-4282
mailto:carrieme2@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
 

Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Study 

 

Thursday Evening Men’s Bible Study 

mailto:shtroubleelectric@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

Announcements 
The Lord’s Supper 

Session Meeting  

 

3rd Sunday Praise Service and Redeemer Food and Fellowship Dinner 

 

Three Opportunities for Prayer  

 

Women’s Prayer Team  

 

Redeemer Open House  
, 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

Redeemer Women’s Ministry 
We all desire to have godly contentment regardless of circumstances, good or bad; to say 

with David, “My heart is steadfast, O God!” (Psalm 108:1) But how do we do that?  How 

do we remain consistent in our faithfulness to God, with our hearts resting in His 

Sovereignty and Goodness and trusting in His plans for our lives? In His Word, God has 

provided many helpful role models to teach us and show us what a contented life looks 

like.  We will consider Joseph from the Old Testament and Paul from the New Testament to glean just a few lessons. 

In the Old Testament Joseph demonstrated his faithfulness in multiple situations, both positive and negative.  First, 

though he and his brothers did not get along, he followed his father’s directive to bring food to his brothers while they 

were tending their flocks at Shechem.  Later, after he was sold as a slave, he diligently and wisely served his master, 

Potipher, and was promoted.  When he was accused unjustly and sent to prison, Joseph continued to serve, and God 

gave him favor with the jailor.  Whether running Potipher’s house or staying in the prison, Joseph maintained a heart 

focused on God.  Then, when called upon to interpret Potipher’s dream he pointed Potipher toward God by saying 

that God alone interprets dreams. What lessons can we learn from Joseph?  He continued to demonstrate faithful 

obedience in a variety of circumstances. He rested in God, not men or situations, and acknowledged that favor came 

from God, not himself.  Finally, Jospeh demonstrated that he was able trust God’s plan when he declared that God 

had sent him to Egypt in order to save lives (Genesis 50:20); and he praised God for the work that He had done. 

In the New Testament we see the example of Paul.  He, too, was faithful and obedient in a variety of circumstances: 

prison, preaching, standing before kings and councils, shipwrecks, and beatings.  His goal and message of proclaiming 

the gospel remained the same (Ephesians 6:19-20).  We also see that, consistently, Paul’s focus was on Christ not 

himself (I Corinthians 1:31).  He demonstrated a heart that was confident but humble. He prayed and gave praise to 

God, and he was thankful to God and to others for his care (Romans 16). These characteristics are instructive for us 

as we consider the attitude of our heart in a variety of situations.   

Our main verse as we focus on contentment this year is Philippians 4:11-13, “Not that I am speaking of being in need, 

for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. 

In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do 

all things through him who strengthens me.”  It’s so helpful to be reminded that contentment can be learned and 

comes through the power of Christ who strengthens us.  We don’t have to tough it out; but instead, look to Christ, 

lean on and obey Him, and operate in the power that He provides. May He help us all grow in the grace of contentment 

this year! 

Women’s Ministry Leadership Team 

Beth Harmon, Taylor Miedema, Jori Orr, Lisa Thompson, Cindy Thornton, Christina VanAllen 



 
 

 
 

 

Conference 

Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Redeemer Mission Focus 
Word & Deed Ministries: An Introduction 

 

“And whatever you do, in word and deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through Him.” Colossians 3:17 

 

As Redeemer and Word & Deed start a relationship it is good for you all to get to know us better. We are a Reformed 

Christian relief and development ministry that works with indigenous (local) churches, and Christian partners to address 

the needs of the body and soul of those we work with in the developing world. We do this according to Biblical 

principles, for the glory of the Lord, in response to the command to love our neighbor (Matthew 22:36-40).  

 

We have established over 25 partnerships in 18 countries around the world to provide educational and diaconal ministry 

in the communities where our partners are located. Our partners go through a vetting process to ensure a good fit and 

understanding of the principles of how we work. If there is a good fit we proceed with signed agreements, semi-annual 

project and financial reporting, correspondence, Zoom calls, and regular visits.  

 

The majority of our partners are located in some of the poorest places in the world. We communicate the predicament 

of the suffering in the developing world to the people of North America so that they are given the opportunity to respond 

to their needs in love, motivated by thankfulness for God’s grace. We bring Christians together so we can reach out in 

the name of Christ to serve the poor, nurture covenant families, encourage Biblically faithful churches, and develop 

local leaders while empowering people to provide for themselves. Teaching the needy that providing for oneself as best 

as possible is good in recognizing their dignity as God’s image-bearers, having been made to work and worship and for 

them to love their neighbors in their unique circumstances. We are working with our partners towards local 

sustainability with the understanding it is Christ who blesses the work. 

 

We have a variety of ongoing developmental projects with which we work that include Christian day schools, after-

school programs, vocational and agricultural training, orphan care, medical clinics, and theological & church leadership 

training. Through all of our children’s projects, we are influencing the lives of over 15,000 children for Christ. The 

projects that they attend are the only places where many of these children hear the gospel. All of these projects are being 

overseen and run locally by indigenous Christians. This is very important because they are the ones who are working 

in their communities and know the language and the cultural idiosyncrasies of the people. That being said, the most 

important goal of Word & Deed projects has always been that the gospel is proclaimed in every project.  

 

Another way we work with our partners is through one-time infrastructure projects, including well drilling, building 

projects, supplying medical equipment, and more. In the last few years, we have helped build over a dozen culturally 

appropriate Christian schools. In some cases, the local communities volunteer to help with the construction of these 

buildings. Many of these schools are self-sufficient in their daily operations but require help with construction costs. 

 

Other one-time projects include the provision of good, reformed books to pastors and seminaries, the translation of 

reformed materials into local languages, the distribution of Bibles, and sponsoring pastor-training conferences. We have 

found in many places that the average pastor has little to no formal training and they need resources and training to be 

more Biblically astute in their understanding and proclamation of the scriptures. These tools can be invaluable to the 

pastors who receive them. 

 



 
 

 
 

Another important aspect of our ministry is disaster relief (natural & man-made). We generally only get involved in 

disaster relief in countries where our partners are located or have trusted contacts. In the last four years, we have been 

involved in relief/food efforts that have reached over 35,000 families. So far this year we have helped with relief for 

Armenian refugees (ethnic purging), Haiti (food), Kenya (flooding), South Sudan (food), Malawi (food), Myanmar 

(political unrest), and Venezuela (emergency relief). 

 

Relief efforts for Christians being persecuted by Hindus in Northeast India have been going on for about a year and a 

half. The local and federal governments have done nothing to stop it. Burning churches (over 300), and homes (over 

7000), killing, and displacing thousands of people. We work with the Reformed & Presbyterian Church of Northeast 

India which is bringing relief to those affected.  

Word & Deed has three areas of emphasis. First, a Gospel focus in all projects; second, working with indigenous 

leadership; and third, working with our partners toward local sustainability under Christ. We strive to be transparent 

with our supporters, keeping you updated on the ongoing work of our partners and handling the resources that the Lord 

has provided us with in a stewardly way. Word & Deed is accredited by the Evangelical Council for Financial 

Accountability (ECFA). 

Please pray for Word & Deed’s partners around the world, for those going through difficult circumstances, and for 

wisdom for the Word & Deed staff. As we come alongside our partners, we are grateful to God that you are coming 

alongside us. 

Dave Vander Meer works for Word & Deed in the United States in Public Relations and is the Project Manager of Word 

& Deed projects in Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Kenya. He can be contacted by calling (269) 760-0771 or by emailing 

dvandermeer@wordanddeed.org. 

 

  



 
 

 
 

Kids 5 years old–5th Grade – Find a hiding jingle bell and complete this 
Scripture Fill in the Blank from Isaiah 9:6  - turn into the office to win 

a prize!   

 

For to us a child is_________, 

    to us a ________ is given; 

and the government shall 

be upon his _____________, 

    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful ___________, Mighty _____, 

    Everlasting ____________,  

___________ of __________. 
  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Girl’s Club and Boy’s Club 

 
 

mailto:jdejonge35@yahoo.com
mailto:ajsuwyn@gmail.com
mailto:martyhuiz@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

Youth Group  
 

 

 December Calendar  

12/7 – High School Youth Group Christmas Celebration  🎄🎄 

12/8 – High School Youth Group 

12/15 – Middle School Youth Group Christmas Celebration 🎄🎄 

Middle School Mall Madness!! 
 

  



 
 

 
 

From the Session 

From the 
Trea$urer:  



 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve Service: 
December 24, 2024 @ 5:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Redeemer Food Pantry  

tel:%28616%29%20286-2419


 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Redeemer Library 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Servant Schedule 

 

Preaching Schedule 

December 1 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

PM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

 

December 8 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

PM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

 

December 15 

AM: Rev. Wayne Veenstra 

PM: Dr. Jonathon Beeke 

 

December 22 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

PM: Mr. Brennen Winter 

 

December 29 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

PM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

 

December:  

Elder On Call 

Dick Schamp 

Deacon of the Month 

Shane Hansen 

Joel Miedema 

 

 

 

Mission Prayer Schedule 

December 1 

Mission to the World 

Prayer Leader:  Tyler VanRee 

 

December 8 

Caleb Nelson JARS 

Prayer Leader: Brian Bangma 

 

December 15 

Words of Hope 

Prayer Leader: Jon Byker 

 

December 22 

Great Lake Hub Spokes 

Prayer Leader:  Jim Clayton 

 

December 29 

OPC STORM 

Prayer Leader: Shane Hansen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeter Schedule 

December 1 

AM: Tom & Denise 

Amtsbuechler 

PM: Andy & Sue Baker 

December 8 

AM: Nate & Emma Richardson 

PM: Brian & Tiffany Bangma 

 

December 15 

AM:  Brian & Kelly Bass 

PM: Jonathon & Allyson Beeke 

 

December 22 

AM: Jim & Sue Biel 

PM: Derek & Jessica Blok 

 

December 29 

AM:  Mark & Phoebe Boersma 

PM:  Bob & Amy Bol 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010&version=ESV


 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday to You!! 
 

 
 

Claire Thornton December 01

Timothy Wright December 01

Leah DeLange December 05

Susan Baker December 06

Elijah De Boer December 09

Zion Herweyer December 09

Chris Thompson December 11

Cynthia Thornton December 11

Joelle Paauw December 12

Jared Bredeweg December 13

Robert Emerson December 15

Kayla VanderJagt December 16

Joseph Hasse December 17

Benjamin Noorman December 17

Jonathon Beeke December 18

Daniel Newberg December 18

Andrea Groenendyk December 24

Nadia Picknally December 26

Jacobie Tenbrink December 27

Jenna TenBrink December 27

Dylan Amtsbuechler December 28

Penelope Meyerdirk December 30



 
 

 
 

 


