
 

Redeemer Life 
September  2 0 2 4 

 

 

      The Elder’s Corner 

 
Welcome to the Elder’s Corner. This month we will be discussing the topic of  Life Groups. Let’s get started by 

asking some direct questions.  

1. What exactly is a Life Group?  

Redeemer OPC’s Life Groups exist to magnify  our God and mature believers in Christlikeness through meeting on a 

regular basis, fellowshipping with one another, studying the Word, living life together, praying for each other and 

serving and caring for one another. Life Groups are the friends you grow, laugh, and serve with. Life Groups gather at 

church, in people’s homes, coffee shops and other places where people love to hang out together.  
 

2. Why Should I be in a Life Group? 

First, we weren’t created to go through life alone. In Scripture we find consistent encouragement to gather with other 

followers of Jesus:  

• Jesus promises us in Matthew for “where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them”.  

• Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians “to encourage one another and build one another up” and in Galatians “to bear one 

another’s burdens”.  

• Proverbs, instructs us to get advice from others and walk through life with wise people so we can sharpen each 

other. 

Second, your Life Group will be there to support you through difficult seasons and celebrate your most joyful 

occasions. Joining and being involved in a Life Group positions these friends in your life so that they are there when 

life happens. 

Finally, you have a calling to speak truth and encouragement into others. God will use your Life Group to impact you, 

but He will also use you to impact your Life Group.  

3. What do you actually do in a life Group? 

Every Life Group is unique, so each one will look a little bit different. Some discuss Sunday’s sermon message or go 

through Bible studies, others listen to podcasts together, some serve together in the community (Food Pantry) and 

some discuss weighty theological books. With this church, it appears that a meal is usually part of the fellowship-not 

a requirement-but there certainly are a lot of good chefs at Redeemer.  

http://life.church/lifegroups
http://www.life.church/serving
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/PRO.19.20
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/PRO.13.20
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/PRO.27.17
https://my.bible.com/bible/116/PRO.27.17


 
 

 
 

Two things you will find in every Life Group are relationships and conversations that help you grow spiritually and 

personally.  

4. How often do they meet? 

Most Life Groups meet once a month while some meet twice a month, but it is entirely up to the group on how often 

you would like to meet.  
 

5. What do I do with my kids while I’m at Life Group? 

Different groups navigate this in different ways. Others have the kids watch a movie or Bible App for Kids 

video while the adults meet. Some include the kids in everything they do as a group. If you need to join a group that 

has space for children, make sure you check the box on the Life Group Interest Form that references kids.  

6. Do I need to sign up for a Life Group for a designated time period? 

There is no sign up for a specific time period. Once you have been part of a Life Group, we would encourage you to 

consider taking a pause after a year and consider joining a new group. This would allow you to meet new friends and 

develop new relationships. We understand that this would not work for everyone, but it would create a healthier Life 

Group model.  
 

7. What demographics make up the Life Group’s? 

Many Life Groups are diverse in age groups and life stages and many groups have similar aged individuals in them. 

There’s no “one size that fits all”. Just like the diversity of life.  

8. Is it okay to “shop around” for a Life Group? 

Absolutely! It’s understandable to want to find people you feel comfortable opening up to and developing friendships 

with. That being said, if you’ve joined a Life Group and aren’t sure if it’s the right fit for you, don’t give up. Keep in 

mind that there’s no such thing as a perfect Life Group, because there are no perfect people. Remember to have 

grace and patience during the process. If it’s clear that this group isn’t the best fit for you, though, give another group 

a try.  

9. Is it awkward to show up at a stranger’s house and talk about my life? 

It can be a little awkward to meet any new group of people. Here’s what we promise, though:  if you will make a 

conscious decision to embrace the initial awkwardness and keep showing up, something amazing will happen. Over 

time, your Life Group will start to feel less like a group of strangers and more like people you’ve known your whole 

life. Yes, it’s a place where you can find friends. Push through those little moments of weirdness as you get to know 

each other.  
 

10. What do I do if I would like to become a leader of a Life Group?  

If you are currently part of a Life Group start off by talking with your Life Group leader about co-leading your current 

Life Group.  We would encourage you to start off by co-leading a group but if you have previous leadership skills and 

are ready to start leading your own group, please fill out the Life Group Interest Form and check that you would like 

to lead a Life Group. All Life Group leaders need to be approved by session.  

 

https://bibleappforkids.com/
https://bibleappforkids.com/


 
 

 
 

11. I’m a leader but I want to become a better leader-do you have training materials that can assist me in this 

goal? 

We are very encouraged that you want to improve your leadership skills and we are working on a training program, 

along with a few other initiatives. Until we have that in place, we would encourage you to discuss with other 

experienced Life Group leaders what they do for effective leadership in their life groups.   
 

12. What is the first step in joining a Life Group or considering moving to  

a new Life Group? 

The first step in joining or considering moving to a new Life Group is filling out our Life Group Interest Form.  

1. These forms are either in the church mailbox (below the session mailbox) or you can get to the form by 

scanning the code below.  

2. Go to our website: https://www.redeemeropc.org/life-groups. 

3. Email Kirk Harmon @ harmonk3@comcast.net with questions.  

Redeemer Church is growing, and we thank the Lord for that! With growth come challenges; and one of the 

challenges is the need to develop a long-term plan for Life Groups that can evolve and address growth. We have 

several people that are looking to join a Life Group and anticipate that the need will continue to grow.  

1. Be open to adding additional people to your Life Group and/or 

2. Consider creating a new group out of your existing group. 

We understand that the second option could be very difficult with the number of friendships that have been 

established over the last year or two. Another way to think of this is to recognize the new friendships that you will be 

gaining.  

An additional initiative that we would like you to consider is 

identifying a co-leader(s) within your Life Group. This would 

create a path to develop future Life Group leaders.  There are 

currently a few groups in place that do have co-leaders.  

As we experience continued growth, we need to update our 

model, add new groups, and expand existing groups to 

accommodate the additional interest. 

In summary, if you are part of a Life Group, thank you for 

contributing to the community of Redeemer Church and if not, 

please consider it-we would love to get to know you better.  

 

https://www.redeemeropc.org/life-groups


 
 

 
 

Spotlight – Ministry for Moms 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference Opportunity 

https://www.signupforms.com/registrations/38348 

 
 

  

https://www.signupforms.com/registrations/38348


 
 

 
 

F A L L  2 0 2 4  W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D I E S     F A L L  2 0 2 4  W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D I E S  

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study - meets every 
Wednesday from 9:15 to 11 a.m. in the church youth room beginning 
September 11.  

This fall will be seeking to know Christ better by exploring 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians together. We will be using the 
study guide Philippians: To Live is Christ by Jon Nielson.  

No childcare is available for this study. If you have any questions about 

this , please contact Carol Chupp at caroljean135@gmail.com. 

The Wednesday MORNING registration form can be found 

at  https://ropc.breezechms.com/form/philippiansWMWBS  

 

Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study – begins September 11 and 
will meet twice a month in the youth room on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

We will be studying Behold and Believe: A Bible Study on the "I 
Am" Statements of Jesus by Courtney Doctor & Joanna 
Kimbrel.  

If you would like more information about this group, please contact 
Karen Faber, faberkk@yahoo.com or Greta 
Entingh, gretaentingh@gmail.com 

The Wednesday EVENING registration form can be found 
at:  https://ropc.breezechms.com/form/wedevening2024 

 

Thursday Morning GROW Groups – meet every Thursday, beginning 
September 19, from 9:15 to 11 a.m., starting in the church youth room. 

This fall our groups will be looking closely at Romans 
through the study of In View of God's Mercies by Courtney 
Doctor. 

 Nursery is provided for children ages 0-2 and a Little Lambs program is 
provided for children age 3 through Kindergarten.  Registration is now 
open; however, you can join at any time.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Carrie Hill carrieme2@gmail.com. 

The Thursday GROW Group registration form can be found 
at  https://ropc.breezechms.com/form/Grow2024romans   



 
 

 
 

 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday Evening Men’s Bible Study 



 
 

 
 

Announcements 
The Lord’s Supper 

Labor Day Picnic 

 

Mission Update 

 

Session Meeting  

Redeemer Open House  
, 

 

Redeemer Praise Service 

Redeemer Food and Fellowship  Dinner  

Three Opportunities for Prayer  



 
 

 
 

Inquirer’s Class 

 

Women’s Prayer Team  

 

Prayer Opportunity 

From the Treasurer:  

mailto:shrn.dykstra@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

Kids 5 years old–5th Grade – Find two hiding unicorns to win a prize!   

Girl’s Club and Boy’s Club 

  

mailto:jdejonge35@yahoo.com
mailto:ajsuwyn@gmail.com
mailto:martyhuiz@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

Youth Group  

 

 

 

 

 

            
                       

                  

                 

                        
                             
                     
                   

                 
                         
                   
                               

                       
                           
                   
                               

               
                           
                       
           

                     

                  
                
            
           

                                        
                                
         

                    
                        
                      
            
             



 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Our Mission:  

Westminster Seminary California (WSC) exists to glorify Christ, teach His Gospel, and serve His Church through 

graduate theological study. WSC is a Christian institution that offers instruction in biblical, theological, and 

ministerial disciplines to both men and women in order to help them develop intellectually and spiritually as leaders.  

While its primary focus is to educate and prepare men for ordained pastoral ministry, especially in Presbyterian and 

Reformed denominations, WSC also provides theological education to women and men who wish to serve the 

broader Christian community and society at large so that the whole body of Christ may be enriched through the 

diverse gifts bestowed by God’s Spirit.  

Because “zeal without knowledge” and “knowledge without zeal” can only injure the church, WSC seeks to develop 

in its students a balance of scholarship and Christ-like piety where the proper cultivation of the mind increases the 

devotion of the heart. In this way, the Seminary strives to be an academic community whose scholarly pursuits 

ultimately seek to glorify Christ, promote His Gospel, and serve His Church.  



 
 

 
 

 

• WSC remains the only fully (and dually) accredited Reformed seminary in the Western United States. WSC has 

almost 1,300 graduates who are serving as pastors, church planters, missionaries, teachers, scholars, counselors 

and leaders worldwide.  

• WSC receives nearly 60% of its funding from individual Christians and local churches, with no direct funding 

from the government or specific denominations.  

• WSC students have come from 6 of the world's 7 continents to prepare to proclaim Christ and His Gospel to the 

ends of the earth.  

 

 

 

 

WSC’s Standards of Education 

• WSC is Confessionally Reformed: Each of our faculty members are committed to the Reformed doctrines and 

practice. Our students come from a variety of geographical, theological, and church backgrounds. The unity of our 

faculty and diversity of our student body ensures an atmosphere of stimulating learning and discussion about 

theology and ministry.  

• Our current faculty to student ratio: 1:9  

• WSC is committed to a face-to-face education model, believing ministry preparation and academics are best 

done in relationship and community. Our low faculty to student ratio intentionally fosters personal interaction 

between our accomplished professors and WSC students. Our on-campus housing, affectionately called "The 

Westminster Village", enables mutual support, community life, friendships, and relational growth amongst 

students and their families. The Village is comprised of 9 residential buildings and 72 apartments with over 200 

residents living in the Village.  

• WSC has a purposeful curriculum that reflects John Calvin's practices in Geneva, and the Old Princeton 

Seminary model. WSC emphasizes the study of the original Biblical languages, Hebrew and Greek, so that 

students are equipped with tools to understand and interpret the Word of God faithfully. The curriculum and 



 
 

 
 

coursework are coordinated to work together and complement coursework from each department and 

discipline. Classroom learning is supplemented by and applied in ministry internships.  

• WSC believes that high academic standards and carefully designed curriculum best serve the Church and our 

students. The heart of the WSC educational experience is our outstanding and accomplished faculty. WSC's 

rigorous academic standards and education give graduates the skills to excel and to leave well-prepared for 

numerous endeavors. WSC alumni have been accepted into prestigious academic programs around the world.  

• WSC is church focused and engaged in serving churches through learning resources, events, partnerships, 

internships, scholarships, graduate placement, and more. Generous scholarship packages and affordable 

housing from WSC serve churches by minimizing financial constraints upon future leaders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn More 

Website Phone Email 

www.wscal.edu  760-480-8474  info@wscal.edu  

  



 
 

 
 

From the Session 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Redeemer Food Pantry  

 



 
 

 
 

Redeemer Library 



 
 

 
 

 

Servant Schedule 

 

Preaching Schedule 

September 1 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

PM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

 

September 8 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

PM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

 

September 15 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

PM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

 

September 22 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer  

PM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

 

September 29 

AM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer  

PM: Rev. Jeff DeBoer 

 

September:  

Elder On Call 

Kirk Harmon 

 

Deacon of the Month 

Brian Bangma 

Jon Byker 

 

 

 

Mission Prayer Schedule 

September 1 

ICCD 

Prayer Leader: Jon Byker 

 

September 8 

Young Life Costa Rica 

Prayer Leader: Alec DeLange 

 

September 15 

OPC Worldwide Outreach 

Prayer Leader: Will Groenendyk 

 

September 22 

EXALTA Health 

Prayer Leader:  Joel Miedema 

 

September 29 

Reach the Forgotten 

Prayer Leader:  Jeff Rosendall 

 

 

Greeter Schedule 

September 1 

AM: Dave & Evie Schaafsma 

PM: Cherry Scaturo 

 

September 8 

AM: Dick & Janet Schamp 

PM: Adam & Linsday 

Meyerdirk 

September 15 

AM:  Todd & Mandy Shaarda 

PM: Mike & Barb Stapleton 

 

September 22 

AM: David & Diane Stockreef 

PM: Josi Stevens 

 

September 29 

AM: Ron & Sue Streekstra 

PM: Duke & Karen Suwyn

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010&version=ESV


 
 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday to You!! 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Shaarda September 03

Tiberius Amtsbuechler September 05

Sydney Bangma September 07

Josenette Stevens September 08

Alyssa Cronk September 09

Carter Paauw September 09

Melanie Thornton September 11

Karen Faber September 12

Adam Gorlewski September 13

Megan Herweyer September 13

Scott Deppe September 14

Paul Dykema September 15

Rachel Pierce September 16

Ellen Whaley September 16

Caleb Nelson September 18

Sue Streekstra September 18

Cassandra Baker September 20

Derek Blok September 20

Delmar Meulenberg September 21

Ally Stapleton September 21

Catherine Stapleton September 21

Jonas Chupp September 23

Andrew Thornton September 25

Christina VanAllen September 28

Cherryl Scaturro September 29

Nellie denDulk September 30

Haddon Seal September 30


