The Doctrine of God
Redeemer Presbyterian Church – Adult Sunday School
Teacher: Ben Dunson
Week 1: What is the Doctrine of God and Why Does it Matter?

1. What is the Doctrine of God?
a. Focus of this class: the Attributes of God
b. Why should we study Attributes of God? An Example:
i. Gen 6:6: “And the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.”
ii. James 1:17: “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”
iii. Prov 24:4-5: “Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him yourself. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes.”
2. Knowing the Unknowable God?
a. 1 Tim 6:15c–16: “the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.”
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Petrus van Mastricht: “. . . the very essence of God, what it is in itself, is inaccessible to our intellect.”
c. Augustine: God “is inexpressible. It is easier for us to say what he is not that what he is.”
d. The Unknowable makes Himself known
3. How does God make himself known?
a. Condescension
b. Human language
4. Communicable and incommunicable attributes of God
a. Westminster Shorter Catechism Q. 4. What is God? A. God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.
b. Difference between communicable and incommunicable attributes
5. Conclusion: why, again, does the Doctrine of God matter? 
a. Michael Horton’s example
b. John 17:3: “And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
