The Doctrine of God
Redeemer Presbyterian Church – Adult Sunday School
Teacher: Ben Dunson
Week 2: The Simplicity of God
1. Recap from last week
2. What is simplicity?
a. A definition: God is identical with his attributes
b. God is . . . love (1 John 4:8, 16), life (1 John 5:20), light (1 John 1:5), etc.
3.  Biblical basis
a. John 4:24: “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
b. Rev 1:8; 22:13; Isa 41:4; 44:6; Rom 11:35–36
4. Theological and practical reflections on simplicity
a. The perfection of God
i. Mark Jones: “perfect consistency exists in God’s attributes” (God Is, p. 32)
ii. Ps 91:1–2
iii. 1 John 4:8
iv. Rom 8:38–39
b. All of God’s attributes are inseparable
c. Modeling God’s simplicity
i. Integrity:
1. Ps 25:21
2. 2 Cor 1:12
3. Jesus’ example
ii. Our desires:
1. Matt 6:31–33 
2. Phil 4:11–12
3. Matt 13:12
iii. All that we do: Col 3:23
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Some Suggestions For Further Study

1. Beginning level:
a. R.C. Sproul, Enjoying God: Finding Hope In The Attributes Of God (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2017).
b. Mark Jones, God Is: A Devotional Guide to the Attributes of God (Wheaton: Crossway, 2017).
2. Intermediate level:
a. Terry L. Johnson, The Identity and Attributes of God (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth, 2019).
b. Matthew Barrett, None Greater: The Undomesticated Attributes of God (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2019).
3. Advanced level:
a. Herman Bavinck (1854-1921), Reformed Dogmatics, Parts 1-2 in Volume 2: God and Creation (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004).
b. Petrus Van Mastricht (1630-1706), Theoretical-Practical Theology, Volume 2: Faith in the Triune God (Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2019).
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